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      The Kashmir Rights Forum (KRF) is an informal, secular, apolitical and forward looking interactive platform 
highlighting human rights violations perpetuated against innocent Kashmiri population by terrorists either directly  

supported by separatists and their over ground workers or indirectly by sympathizers over last three decades as a  
result of proxy war initiated by Pakistan on our homeland.
 KRF is dexterous, focused forum with overarching mission to mobilize expertise and public opinion to 

counter  the organized attempt to violate human rights of common innocent Kashmiris of all generations by the 

nexus and  tarnishing the image of government and security forces by certain section of media, intelligentsia and 

conflict  entrepreneurs by flaring up allegations of human rights violations on them, thus diverting attention from 

the real  perpetrators of these violations.
 We, at KRF encourage response by likeminded or otherwise, people and organizations, on documents,  

articles & video content produced on multiple social media platforms by us to apprise all citizens of such violations.  

KRF will endeavor to expose the designs of the perpetrators by studying the past and present and producing the 
 facts for public scrutiny as part of our research and highlight such events in present, earliest on occurrence.

Glimpses of Monthly Theme OCTOBER 2022

POLITICIAN AND MILITANT NEXUS - 
SHRINKING SPACE FOR MAINSTREAM POLITICS
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The dynamics of political landscape of a region are 
reflected in its socio-political milieu, one feature of 
which is its unity in diversity. It is reflected in the 
variety of its communities and castes, races and 
ethnic groups, languages and dialects, religious 
beliefs and customs and traditions, with different 
manifestations of culture, all operating in a dynamic 
environment. Therefore, harmony among all these 
differences will continue to be complex and varied, 
while problems to hold them intrinsically rest on 
domestic roots but external factors also played a 
major role in aggravating these. The external forces 
(Terrorists) in conjunction with internal forces 
(Politicians) and the timely dissent endeavored to 
exacerbate our political scenario, result in the 
shrinking space for mainstream politics in which new 
and sane faces could not emerge out. Threats due to 
terrorism, narcotics and drugs, small arms 
proliferation and information warfare loon large on 
the horizon. The electoral politics since eighties in 
Kashmir valley have resulted in diffusion of both the 
state and politics, the institutions of governance have 
been diluted and politics have lost their ideological 
and moral moorings. While on one hand it has led to 
expansion of the social base of politics, on the other 
hand due to bad politics it has resulted in 
politicization and aggravation of all problems. 
Democratic freedom in valley and electoral politics 
exploited by the white-collar terrorists in collaboration 
with the politicians have led to agitation and unrest. 
More than any other single factor, the exploitation of 
diversities has resulted in breakdown of the 
cohesiveness of the society, created insecurity of 
cultural identity, encouraged religious revivalism in its 

PREFACE

Before the dissolution of Article 370 politicians were 
secretly working hand-in-hand with different Pakistan-
supported terrorist and secessionist organizations 
operating in Jammu and Kashmir for several reasons. 
One case brought out that the conspiracy was to 
further the politicians' clout among the local 
populace, countering the influence of rival political 
parties and their members, protecting their own 
financial and business interests and with medium-
term motives of winning the trust of "the Pakistani 
establishment, dealing with subversion in Kashmir, 
including those in the United Jihad Council. 
Additionally, they gestured their support to terrorists 
and secessionists directly and sometimes by paying 
middlemen, and encouraging selective physical 
attacks through terrorist elements. They also eased 
supply and transportation of arms and ammunition of 
terrorists. Unprincipled political party functionaries 
assisted and aided the terrorists and secessionists in 
intensifying the war against potent political leaders 
with the main objective of ultimately making Jammu 
and Kashmir a polarized state favoring the radical 
narrative and eventually shrinking the space for 
mainstream politics. 

fundamentalist form. The hallmark of the distortion of 
the system is political expediency. In the economic 
and developmental field, it has resulted in 
disorientation, subversion of the system, 
permissiveness and malpractices with corruption as 
the natural fallout.
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As soon as gun culture was introduced in the valley 
of Jammu and Kashmir, it brought political 
instigations, interests, convictions, greed to remain 
always in power — so much so that the gun culture 
became a daily tool like that of a spade used for 
farming. The institutionalization of same gave out 
repercussions which sought to hamper the political 
stability in the region for almost three decades now. 
In the way to move with the wave of time, almost all 
the political leaders right from the inception of 
terrorism showed their attentiveness to work hand-
in-hand with the terrorists. Ulterior motives of these 
unidentified gunmen were always clear, to halt the 
peace process and slaughter the sane voices, 
moving ahead they were successful in forming soft 
corners in the hearts of the contemporary regimes 
with an objective to safeguard the mutual interests of 
both parties. With the course of time the deeper 
partnerships were developed, both would attend the 
marriage ceremonies of each other and their 
relatives. Now that the mutual understanding was 
developed among the both, end results came out as 
massacres of political workers, assassination of 
potent leaders and backstabbing the valley with 
choicest puppets in the system who fed on the 
finances of state whether directly or indirectly. 
Recently the youth leader of PDP Waheed was 
caught by the NIA on charges of supporting the 
unrest of 2016 post killing of Burhan Wani, however 
during the court proceedings his lawyer denied all 
the charges. It was brought out that he had paid Rs 
5 crore to the son-in-law of hardline Hurriyat 
Conference leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani for keeping 
Kashmir in turmoil after the death of Burhan Wani in 
2016, who was then the poster boy of banned Hizbul 
Mujahideen terror group. NIA leveled that after the 
death of Wani in an encounter with the Army in July 
2016, Parra got in touch with Altaf Ahmad Shah, 
alias Altaf Fantoosh, and asked him to ensure that 
the Valley was kept on the boil with widespread 
unrest and stone-pelting being involved with banned 
terrorist groups like Hizbul Mujahideen and Lashker-
e-Taiba. These kinds of allegations were not only true 
for Waheed Parra but also find space in the past 
three decades during which several leaders were 
involved in provoking the anti-national sentiments 
and running anti-state machinery at the same time.

Another investigation into funding of terror groups 
revealed the alleged involvement of secessionist and 
separatist leaders, including the members and 

ORIGIN OF ISLAMIC RADICALIZATION 

acting in connivance with active militants of proscribed 
terrorist organizations Hizb-ul-Mujahideen (HM), 
Dukhtaran-e-Millat (DeM) and Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT). 
The cadres had raised funds in the country and from 
abroad through various illegal channels, including 
hawala, for funding separatist and terrorist activities in 
the union territory. The funds collected were used for 
causing disruptions in the Kashmir Valley by way of 
pelting stones on security forces, systematically burning 
schools, damaging public property and waging war 
against India as part of a criminal conspiracy. This 
understanding had remained mature since the 
inception of terrorism in the valley giving a push to the 
anti-national sentiments and luring youth the most. 

HURRIYAT CONFERENCE  - CENTER OF PROBLEM  

The All Party Hurriyat Conference (APHC) was formed 
in July 1993 when militancy was at its peak in Jammu 
and Kashmir and there were speculations that it would 
be dealt with in the same manner as it was done in 
Punjab, where a Khalistani movement had been 
neutralized. The conglomerate included 26 groups, 
including some pro-Pakistan and banned outfits such 
as the Jamaat-e-Islami, JKLF and the Dukhtaran-e-
Millat, along with the People's Conference and the 
Awami Action Committee headed by Mirwaiz Umer 
Farooq. The separatist conglomerate split into two 
factions in 2005-Hurriyat (G) and Hurriyat (M)- with the 
moderate group being led by the Mirwaiz and the 
hardline headed by Syed Ali Shah Geelani. However, 
Geelani passed away after month long illness last year. 
Many of the second-rung cadres of both factions are in 
jail since 2017. Among those in jail are Altaf Ahmed 
Shah, the son-in-law of Geelani; businessman Zahoor 
Ahmed Watali; Geelani's close aide Ayaz Akbar, who is 
also the spokesperson of the hardline separatist 
organization Tehreek-e-Hurriyat; 

Investigation into funding of terror groups revealed the alleged involvement of secessionist and separatist leaders, including the
members of political parties acting in connivance with active terrorists of proscribed terrorist organizations

 Hizb-ul-Mujahideen (HM), Dukhtaran-e-Millat (DeM) and Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT).  
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Peer Saifullah; Shahid-ul-Islam, spokesperson of the 
moderate Hurriyat Conference; Mehrajuddin Kalwal; 
Nayeem Khan; and Farooq Ahmed Dar alias 'Bitta 
Karate'.

In 2021,Counter Intelligence Kashmir, one branch of 
CID department of Jammu and Kashmir Police, 
received information that several unscrupulous 
persons, including some Hurriyat leaders, were hand 
in glove with some educational consultancies and 
selling Pakistan-based MBBS seats and admission to 
other professional courses in various colleges and 
universities. In this case at least four people, 
including Mohammad Akbar Bhat alias Zaffar Bhat, 
self-styled chairman of the Salvation Movement 
which is part of the moderate Hurriyat Conference, 
were detained. Later on, it came to fore that the 
constituents of the Hurriyat Conference were 
"selling" MBBS seats in Pakistan to Kashmiri 
students and using the money collected, at least 
partly, to support and fund terrorism. During the 
probe, it had surfaced that individual Hurriyat leaders 
had their quota of seats which were sold to people 
desiring to obtain MBBS and other professional 
degrees in one way or the other. The money was put 
into channels that ended up supporting programmes 
and projects pertaining to terrorism and separatism, 
like payment for organizing stone pelting. The 
average cost of an MBBS seat in Pakistan was
anything between Rs 10 lakh and Rs 12 lakh. In 
some cases, the fee was brought down on the 
intervention of Hurriyat leaders. Depending upon the 
political heft of the Hurriyat leader who intervened, 
concessions were extended to aspiring students. 
Terrorism wrapped within the layers of separatism 
whether soft or hard-line had created several 
problems in the past and continue to aid the same, 
thereby widening the gap between valley and the 
peace process. A number of ways were employed to 
sustain the terror ecosystem and end up shrinking 
the space for mainstream politics. 

Ex-Minister Wali Mohammad Itoo was shot dead near 
a mosque in Jammu's Khatikan Talab in March 1994. 
His successor-daughter Sakeena Itoo survived over 20 
attacks on her life. Ex-MLA Ghulam Nabi Dar got 
killed in one of such attacks in Kulgam. Ex-MLA of 
Muslim Unite Front Abdul Razaq Mir was also shot 
dead in Kulgam.After the NC regained power in 1996, 
MLA of Langate Abdul Ahad Wani (Kar) was the first 
legislator who was ambushed and shot dead during 
his morning walk near Qalamabad, Handwara in May 
1999. MLA Dooru, Ghulam Hassan Bhat, was the first 
sitting Minister who was killed in an IED attack in 
Dooru area in May 2000. Senior Congress leader Aga 
Syed Mehdi was killed along with his PSOs when 
militants blew up his vehicle on Srinagar-Gulmarg 
Road in November 2001. State minister of law 
Mushtaq Ahmad Lone was gunned down while 
addressing an election rally in Lolab Kupwara in 
September 2002. Ex-Minister Safdar Ali Beg was 
killed in Anantnag in October 2004. 
Counterinsurgents-turned-politicians, ex-MLC Javed 
Shah and ex-MLA Kukka Parray, were killed one after 
another respectively in August and September 2003. 
Among the separatists, Peoples Conference chairman 
Abdul Gani Lone was the most prominent politician 
who was shot in broad daylight at the remembrance 
ceremony of Mirwaiz Farooq at Eidgah 

More than a rough figure of 5,000 mainstream 
political activists have been killed in identical attacks 
in Kashmir since 1989. Enlist this figure, the first 
political killing was that of the National Conference 
(NC) activist Mohammad Yusuf Halwai in downtown 
Srinagar on August 1989 whoshowed his refusal to 
put off the lights of his home on the country’s 
Independence Day during the regime of NC's Farooq 
Abdullah when JKLF had called for a complete 'black 
out. 'Bharatiya Jana Sangh leader Tika Lal Taploo 
was shot dead on September 13, 1989 in Srinagar. 
Fire brand politician and former independent MLA 
Mir Mustafa was kidnapped and his bullet-riddled 
body was thrown at Batmaloo-close to the Police 
Headquarters and Srinagar Police Control Room. CPI 
leader Abdul Sattar Ranjoor was also killed in March 
1990, followed by ex-minister Sheikh Jabbar in April 
1990 and ex-MLA Sheikh Mansoor in May 1990. 
Ghulam Qadir Wani and his son Nazir Ahmad Wani, 
both NC's ex-MLAs, were also killed subsequently in 
Pulwama. Veteran politician Maulana Mohammad 
Sayeed Masoodi was shot dead at the age of 87 years 
by terrorists of Hizbullah at his home in Ganderbal in 
December 1990.Ex-MLA Peer Mohammad Shafi was 
among scores of the prominent political activists shot 
dead in 1991. Ex-MLA Mohammad Subhan Bhat and 
his brother Showkat were also killed in Tral in 1991. 
Their third brother Fayaz Ahmad was shot dead in 
2002.

KILLING OF MAINSTREAM POLITICAL LEADERS IN KASHMIR
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also referred to as Sharda Peeth. So much so that 
students on graduating from Kashi would take four 
symbolic steps towards Kashmir, denoting their 
aspiration for higher learning. Almost the entire body 
of Sanskrit literature has its origins in Kashmir. These 
bad notings were never learnt from anyone in Kashmir 
than the foreign terrorists being sent by Pakistan to 
enlive the environment of fear and psychosis. To 
downcast the image of Kashmir under the distinct 
regimes at centre, a less sociable atmosphere had 
been a prime priority of the inimical elements, so 
much so that world gets to recognize it as an 
internationalized issue. The double game of Pakistan 
to feed their narrative of Jihad - which they keep on 
evolving from time to time through their handy tools 
like separatists and terrorists and local militants added 
lately to give the unholy battle an indigenous outlook. 
In justification of the innocent killings, they cry hoarse 
rattle pre-determined warnings which in reality are full-
curtailments of the freedom enshrined by the United 
Nations (UN) in its charter. One fails to understand as 
to why, when the world has democracy, these people 
rather than voting are threatening to damage the 
future of the people, making it a base to maim the 
liberties of innocent Kashmiris, ruthlessly killing them 
on roads, inside houses, even while driving the vehicles 
gesture to the vehemence filled in minds of these 
enemies of peace for the Kashmiris. The right to 
development is one right that is primary to the basic 
human rights, even this basic right is under siege of 
terror ecosystem extended by the dastard elements, in 
order to show their dominance in the area governed by 
world's largest democracy. Killings are so brutal that 
anytime a Kashmiri thinks of joining the mainstream, 
the first thing that strikes their mind is fear of these 
dimwit elements - having no mercy for humanity. 

REASONS FOR TARGETING THE POLITICAL LEADERS 

Right from the day terrorism was sponsored into 
Kashmir, political workers were targeted in a similar 
manner as are being targeted presently to derail the 
political system. The base for peace in the valley side 
of Jammu and Kashmir remain embedded in the 
stable political system on which continuous attempts 
to take it hostage are being made. The leaders not 
subscribing to or, showing a firm stand against 
terrorists become the prime targets. For the side of 
terrorists, criminal silence of leader is acceptable to 
leave him alive than one who is vociferous and threw 
condemnation on their dastard acts. The potency of a 
leaders is directly dangerous for him to survive in the 
environment of instability and suspicion backed by 
Pakistan in the valley. In one sense, Kashmiriyat had 
been wounded by the armed terrorists through killing 
sprees and separate attacks on innocent population. 
Kashmir was once considered as the abode of 
Saraswati, the highest seat of learning in India and 

in Srinagar in May 2002. Former Peoples League 
leader Sheikh Abdul Aziz got killed in an incident of 
the Police firing on Srinagar-Uri Road in August 2008.
A number of JeI activists were killed during the 
Ikhwan era of 1995-98. In October 2005, Ghulam 
Nabi Lone of Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) was 
the first sitting minister who was killed in a suicide 
attack inside his home, in Tulsibagh, Srinagar. Scores 
of Urban Local Body members, Panches and 
Sarpanches and other leaders of different political 
parties have also been assassinated in Jammu and 
Kashmir and even now continue to remain under the 
radar of armed terrorists. At least 40 political activists, 
including panchayat members and grassroots 
workers, have been killed by militants in Kashmir 
since the abrogation of the special status of the 
erstwhile state under Article 370 in August 2019. 
Nearly half of them (19) belonged to the ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). In one incident, 
Lashkar-e-Taiba militants even shot dead a BJP 
sarpanch and his panchayat member wife in south 
Kashmir's Anantnag district last year. 

In view of all this, a huge chunk of Kashmiri 

Intelligentsia has been on back-foot. However, their roles 

in mainstream would have helped in solving many a 

problem like fighting the terrorism and corruption 

effectively. A big yet serious responsibility falls on the 

same section to develop a mindset for fighting the 

militant-politician nexus who have been parasites on the 

political landscape and economic perspective of valley. 

These corrupt politicians are of the idea to maintain their 

positions working hand in hand with the enemies of the 

prosperity of region. Both centre and state accompanied 

with the prominent personalities, scholars and activists 

should come forward to draft a policy of drug free, 

corruption free and terror free atmosphere of the valley. 

In the meanwhile, the dissent of the local populace would 

melt, along with the transparency at hand, that would 

give a major hint on 

At least 40 political activists, including panchayat members and grassroots workers have been killed by terrorists in Kashmir
since the abrogation of the special status of the erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir. 
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more economy generation given the large 

participation of people in developmental activities. 

The taboo of 'unfriendliness' ought to end now, either 

through steps of government or through the 

involvement of civil society in perseverance. The 

malicious aims of the terrorists have to be dealt with 

hard-approach and soft yet in a stringent way from the 

Kashmiri population so that the propaganda war of 

Pakistan fails. There is a need to end the vulnerability 

of the situations under the gun-culture, its fear has to 

go, to set the stage open for a perfect environment of 

development. 

CONCLUSION 

Killing of a strong political leadership in the valley is 
no new trend, it has been continuing from early past, 
since the turmoil. However, the leaders came out to 
contest election, stood strong in whatever the 
situation developed, for the aspirations of their 
people they sacrificed their precious lives. Thus, 
giving a befitting reply to the Pakistan backed 
separatist-terrorist nexus and to the white-collar 
politicians, who wanted to evade the influential and 
people friendly leadership die before their roles 
would have been vacated. But the viability of the 
sponsored gun-culture grew a bit sharper giving 
a message of instability in the recent past. As of 
now there has been normalcy, which could be 

taken afar, provided the political elements remain 
neutral and don't rely on the same terrorists to kill 
any other leader. They are in favor of the idea to 
create an existential crisis for strong-leadership in 
valley, so that they could pull and push the strings of 
the political landscape in the contemporary times. 
There is a requirement to keep a check on past 
regimes, in order to spot dead-woods in the political 
system drawing a huge amount from state ex-
chequer and failing to perform at the same time. The 
transparency in the system of governance and most 
importantly a keen vigil on the political leaders has to 
be the priority of the security agencies. 

Kashmir is at crossroads of turmoil and can't afford 
to lose the top leadership to the bullets of the armed 
terrorists, like had been in past, admonishing the 
developmental analysis. Agencies had been receiving 
reliable inputs of terror links of politicians with the 
terrorists, especially in the recent years — post-
Burhan Wani era that requires the attention of media 
as well as the three tiers of democracy — legislative, 
executive and judiciary toiling since decades for the 
peace in Kashmir. In the way,  political stability could 
be ensured, which shall further add to the prosperity 
and overall stability of the region. An honest 
approach though not much exercised has to be the 
base for contesting elections in valley, while looking 
back on the history of people's representation. 

The major terror groups, with their masterminds 
sitting across the border, are worried over the change 
that has come in the situation in the Valley. More than 
99 lakh tourists visited the Valley till September end 
and this has been the cause of worry for Pakistani 
handlers sitting across the border. This is the main 
reason why unknown 'hybrid' terrorists are being used 
to kill soft targets and threaten Kashmiri political 
leadership. 
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