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      The Kashmir Rights Forum (KRF) is an informal, secular, apolitical and forward looking interactive platform 
highlighting human rights violations perpetuated against innocent Kashmiri population by terrorists either directly  

supported by separatists and their over ground workers or indirectly by sympathizers over last three decades as a  
result of proxy war initiated by Pakistan on our homeland.
 KRF is dexterous, focused forum with overarching mission to mobilize expertise and public opinion to 

counter  the organized attempt to violate human rights of common innocent Kashmiris of all generations by the 

nexus and  tarnishing the image of government and security forces by certain section of media, intelligentsia and 

conflict  entrepreneurs by flaring up allegations of human rights violations on them, thus diverting attention from 

the real  perpetrators of these violations.
 We, at KRF encourage response by likeminded or otherwise, people and organizations, on documents,  

articles & video content produced on multiple social media platforms by us to apprise all citizens of such violations.  

KRF will endeavor to expose the designs of the perpetrators by studying the past and present and producing the 
 facts for public scrutiny as part of our research and highlight such events in present, earliest on occurrence.
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Since the 1990s, the entity - 'Namaloom Bandook 
Bardar' had been a cause of extreme suffocation and 
suffering for the Kashmiri society. From engulfing a 
large chunk of intellectuals to killing innocent 
Kashmiris, their chief motive remained to slaughter 
the Kashmiriyat while killing the innocents in 
different names of violence at the same time. These 
unknown gunmen are responsible for the killings of 
many including politicians, police informers, 
complainants, journalists, civilians and intellectuals, 
however the security agencies are yet to solve this 
mystery properly. These Unidentified Gunman 
section gets back and forth in Kashmir. Every now 
and then in Kashmir, an unknown person wielding a 
weapon shoot someone and is never apprehended 
or even identified. In recent months, the Unidentified 
Gunman, as this entity has come to be known in 
news reports are responsible for murdering a spate 
of civilians, officials, ex-terrorists and even youth 
lately.

The main target of these Gunmen was minority 
section living in harmony with the Muslim population 
of valley. At least 34 persons belonging to minority 
communities have been killed in Jammu and 
Kashmir since 2017 to April 2022 only, let alone the 
past decades slaughter. The masked men laid siege 
around the neighboring houses and emptied all the 
male members of home, raped women, bullied them 
and teased them as well. While they would get inside 
the house, fellow gunmen killed the elders of family. 
Such had been the ugly patches of past atrocities 
that the innocent Kashmiris shudders at the mention 
of it. Trained from Pakistan, these men were sent to 
destabilize the valley from time to time vis a vis 
political instability, upbeats of political changes. In 
various cases political entities were also found to be 
involved in taking much out of the fear and 
psychosis to build the narrative of their parties for 
almost every fresh election campaign. Thousands of 
homes have such stories to tell, however the border 
areas have some extra to share.  

PREFACE

In this report, we shall journey our readers through 
resentful impressions of the past. This will for sure 
let you decide the amount of mental and physical 
torture that was executed on innocence of the valley. 
The pace and severity of torture is though 
unquantified, as had been suffered by the innocent 
Kashmiris. Security forces clearance operations had 
proved out to be encouraging for common 
population, given the killings and torture of the 
callous foreign terrorists. In many cases Nalamoom 
bandook Bardars would enter the homes with their 
shoes put on, and smacking the doors and windows 
with their butts of AK-47's. 

History of 'Namaloom Bandook Bardar' Unknown 
Gunmen
Barely two months after Independence, Pakistani 
fighters (tribes men) invaded Jammu and Kashmir, 
leading to the first of four wars the two countries 
have since fought. Around 48,000 people have died 
since 1988, according to data with the South Asia 
Terrorism Portal, when new terrorist groups began to 
emerge and crossing from Pakistan increased in 
valley. They indulged in looting the Kashmiris, from 
whatever came into their hands. Backed by the 
Pakistan army, they were trained to kill and 
destabilize the region with an aim to spread fear and 
control the region. It is since then the resentment for 
Pakistan had doubled. Many innocent Kashmiris 
were killed for raising their voices against the illegal 
and immoral step of Pakistan to send in these 
armed invaders. Now the situation was critical given 
the infamous approach of these invaders. People 
called their army for help in that harsh moment, and 
the tribesmen were cleansed from the valley. Since 
their failure was fatal for Pakistan and its 
mercenaries, they began to make use of new 
strategies to send in the armed trainees and spread 

[1]their fear in the minds of innocent Kashmiris. 
The new wave of fear and psychosis commenced 
with unknown gunmen, who had already started to 
kill the sane voices of the valley. The voice was 
raised by the wise men in Kashmir as their rights 
were suppressed by the Pak backed terrorists. 
Innocent Kashmiris are caught in fear since 
generations, and these gunmen still haunt the 
people. 
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Pakistan always aimed at snuffing the sane voices 
from Kashmir because their plans were hell bent for 
spread of false propaganda. Now that the people of 
valley have understood the tricks to dupe the gullible 
people, in name of Jihad, the reaction to this failure 
of narrative has frustrated it. The development in our 
Kashmir is far better than the part occupied by them. 
With each passing day the developmental projects in 
valley are changing the perspective of the people. 
People have got various employment opportunities, 
especially the women, who are earning their own 
livelihood. These advancements have changed the 
perception of  Kashmiris towards their mainland and 
no more resentment is found for any government at 
centre. However there were few misunderstandings 
amongst the central government and the demands 
of the people which have been sorted out and ought 
to be there, given the pace of development in the 
region.

Reasons Behind Killing the Sane Voices in Valley in 90's
Pakistan would never wish that Kashmiris get higher 
education. They would always wish to feed their 
ready-made propaganda of "Islam in Danger' which 
had lately became the reason for fleeing the 
Kashmiri Pandits from valley in 90's, back then, 
Pandits were the main stay of education in valley. 32 
Kashmiri Pandits were killed by these unknown 
gunmen by mid-March 1990 when the exodus was 
largely complete, and 80 Pandits were killed by mid-
year 1990 according to a senior journalist. Threat 
asking Kashmiri Pandits to leave the Valley was 
issued in Al-Safa before the exodus,  

thereby contributing to the forced migration. The 
published threat, however, came nearly three 
months after one of the darkest nights in Jammu 
and Kashmir – 19 January 1990 – observed as the 
Exodus Day by the Kashmiri Hindu community. The 
snuffing of the voices was anchored by the then 
known JKLF and its leader. The Pakistani military 
and Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) provided 
weapons, training, and logistical support to the 
JKLF. A section of Kashmiri Muslim youth which was 
radicalised, armed, and tutored in Islamic 
fundamentalism.

In 1988, the unknown gunmen assassinated one of 
the top BJP leaders of the Valley, Tika Lal Taploo, in 
front of several eye witnesses. The first such killing 
of a Kashmiri Pandit leader set the tone of what was 
to follow. In 1989, Neelkanth Ganjoo, the judge who 
had sentenced the JLKF's Maqbool Bhat to death, 
was killed in a market near the Srinagar High Court 
in broad daylight. Journalist-lawyer Prem Nath Bhat 
was shot dead near his house in Anantnag shortly 
after. Hit lists of Kashmiri Pandit leaders were 
believed to be in circulation. 

.Fear had begun to set in, in the homes and hearts 
of the Kashmiri Pandit community in the Valley. A 
number of Kashmiri Muslims, National Conference 
leaders, and Indian government officials were also 
terrorized and indiscriminately killed. Politician 
Mirwaiz Farooq of the All Jammu and Kashmir 
Awami Action Committee was shot dead by same 
unknown gunmen of the Hizbul Mujahideen in 1990, 
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since Mirwaiz was against the gun culture and was 
largely in favour of secularism. He had an aim of 
peaceful Kashmir, where all the communities would 
live together without any hatred for the fellow 
community, as was taught to him by his forefathers. 
But the radicalized section killed him in order to set 
the stage for the false Jihad to order the killings of 
non-muslim section of the valley. The rational voices 
were silenced from all corners of the valley to 
obliterate the custodians of human rights and the 
ones who raise their voice against the atrocities of 
the unknown gunmen.That night when the unknown 
gunmen took to killing of innocent Kashmiri Pandits, 
the politically-disturbed Valley reverberated with war 
cries, communal calls, and threats to Pandits. 
"Ralive-Txalive-Ya Galive" is a famous rallying call 
from the time, translating to "convert-leave Kashmir - 
or perish." In a door-to-door mission, Hindu homes 
were attacked, families killed, and many women 
raped by terrorists. With hastily packed belongings 
and terror in their hearts, Kashmiri Pandits who 
survived the night fled the Valley on 20 January 
morning and the weeks that followed, becoming 
refugees in their homeland. Unknown gunmen had 
let loose the nozzle of terrorism forcing the innocent 
Kashmiri Pandits to fled away to save their lives. As 
many as 75,343 Kashmiri Pandits are estimated to 
have fled in January 1990, with about 70,000 more 
following till March, as per the Kashmiri Pandit 
Sangharsh Samiti. About 650 Pandits were killed 
during this time. It marked the worst phase of killings 
by the 'Namaloom Bandook Bardars' in the history of 
Kashmir. Not only the Pandits but Muslims were also 
killed, maimed and terrorized by them in the same 
period who were outspoken about the injustice being 
done to the minority community. Never was a 
secular leadership allowed to prosper in the valley to 
take other sections of the society within and form a 
firm base of Kashmiriyat after the exodus. The 
unknown gunmen assassinated that every individual 
of lower or higher caliber who would talk of an 
inclusive Kashmir. They from the very beginning 
were of radical outlook and their acts show us the 
barbarity every month in Kashmir.  

Another reason for killing the sane voices was to 
leave no space for the emerging leadership that was 
in favor of the peace in Kashmir. In the meanwhile, 
the potent leadership was massacred and the rope 
was handed to such politicians who only made their 
assets by leaving the innocent Kashmiris into pit of 
underdevelopment. They gave support for the 
corruption in the system to gain their votes rather to 
enhance their vote bank. They provided active 
support to the terrorists to kill the intellectuals who 
could question their credibility and constantly be a 
speed breaker in their dis-loyalty. The section of 
politicians who survived the wave were spared to 
disgruntle the system so that development would 
remain as a dream only for the people. So much so 
that valley then ranked second in the list of most 
corrupt states. Projects were handed under table to 
the political beneficiaries and money was drawn 
from the state ex-chequer and common people were 
duped for centuries. There are clear facts of joint 
ventures of the terrorists and the politicians to gain 
power sand space from both the sides, in order to 
gain control over the things that made the both 
survive for three decades. 

Slaughter of Political Leaders Killed by Unknown Gunmen

More than 5,000 mainstream political activists had 
been killed in identical attacks in Kashmir since 
1989 and the agony continues. Some estimates put 
the number at around 7,000 even. The first political 
killing that Kashmir witnessed was of the National 
Conference (NC) activist Mohammad Yusuf Halwai 
in downtown Srinagar on August 21, 1989. Since he 
had refused to put off the lights of his home on the 
country's Independence Day, on 15 August, when 
NC's Farooq Abdullah was chief minister and the 
JKLF had called for a 'black out.' Such was the cycle 
of atrocities being impressed on the innocent 
Kashmiris where not even the leaders were 
spared.Bharatiya Jana Sangh leader Tika Lal Taploo 
was shot dead on September 13, 1989 in 
Habbakadal, Srinagar. This counts one of the first 
murders before the genocide of Kashmiri Hindus in 
1990, killed for sending bricks and funds for 
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[2]construction of Ram Mandir.  Taploo was a fearless 
leader. He lived in Habba Kadal Constituency, which 
was dominated by Muslims. Still, he was loved and 
admired by the majority of the people in the 
constituency. Famous by the name 'Lalaji', Taploo 
was a courageous person who stood tall to bring the 
communities together while terror organizations tried 
to cause unrest in the valley. His popularity as a 
Kashmiri pandit among the muslim section and the 
fact that he was a BJP leader put a target on his 
head. 

Firebrand politician and former independent MLA Mir 
Mustafa was kidnapped and his bullet-riddled body 
was thrown at Batmaloo-close to the Police 
Headquarters, Srinagar near Police Control Room on 
March 25. Mir joined the Indian National Congress in 
1960 and fought elections from the party in 1972 in 
which he achieved victory with an impressive lead of 
18961 votes and 20774 margin in total. Considered 
a close ally of congress however later fought the 
1987 assembly elections as an independent 
candidate where he again emerged as victorious. 
Firebrand politician and former independent MLA Mir 
Mustafa was kidnapped and his bullet-riddled body 
was thrown at Batmaloo-close to the Police 
Headquarters, Srinagar near Police Control Room on 
March 25. Mir joined the Indian National Congress in 
1960 and fought elections from the party in 1972 in 
which he achieved victory with an impressive lead of 
18961 votes and 20774 margin in total.
Considered a close ally of congress however later 
fought the 1987 assembly elections as an 
independent candidate where he again emerged as 

[3]victorious.  In March 1990, 

Mir left his house but on his way he was abducted by 
militants, who demanded the release of eight 
militants but negotiations did not go well and he was 
Firebrand politician and former independent MLA 
Mir Mustafa was kidnapped and his bullet-riddled 
body was thrown at Batmaloo-close to the Police 
Headquarters, Srinagar near Police Control Room 
on March 25. Mir joined the Indian National 
Congress in 1960 and fought elections from the 
party in 1972 in which he achieved victory with an 
impressive lead of 18961 votes and 20774 margin in 
total. Considered a close ally of congress however 
later fought the 1987 assembly elections as an 
independent candidate where he again emerged as 
victorious.[3] In March 1990, Mir left his house but 
on his way he was abducted by militants, who 
demanded the release of eight militants but 
negotiations did not go well and he was killed, two 
days later, his body was found near Batamaloo.[4] 
killed, two days later, his body was found near 
Batamaloo.[4] CPI leader Abdul Sattar Ranjoor was 
also killed in March 1990, followed by ex-minister 
Sheikh Jabbar in April 1990 and ex-MLA Sheikh 
Mansoor in May 1990. Ghulam Qadir Wani and his 
son Nazir Ahmad Wani, both NC's ex-MLAs, were 
also killed subsequently in Pulwama. 

The reason being the huge success in the elections 
of 1987 which went awful for many terror groups, 
since their aims were to create a sympathetic part to 
absorb the wrong doings of the separatists. 
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Veteran politician Maulana Mohammad Sayeed 
Masoodi was shot dead at the age of 87 years by 
terrorists of Hizbullah at his home in Ganderbal in 
December 1990. His wisdom got him nominated as 
a member of Constituent assembly of the country as 
well as for the constituent assembly of Kashmir. 

[3]
Terrorists killed him  In March 1990, Mir left his 
house but on his way he was abducted by militants, 
who demanded the release of eight militants but 
negotiations did not go well and he was killed, two 

[4]
days later, his body was found near Batamaloo.  CPI 
leader Abdul Sattar Ranjoor was also killed in March 
1990, followed by ex-minister Sheikh Jabbar in April 
1990 and ex-MLA Sheikh Mansoor in May 1990. 
Ghulam Qadir Wani and his son Nazir Ahmad Wani, 
both NC's ex-MLAs, were also killed subsequently in 
Pulwama. The reason being the huge success in the 
elections of 1987 which went awful for many terror 
groups, since their aims were to create a 
sympathetic part to absorb the wrong doings of the 
separatists. Veteran politician Maulana Mohammad 
Sayeed Masoodi was shot dead at the age of 87 
years by terrorists of Hizbullah at his home in 
Ganderbal in December 1990. His wisdom got him 
nominated as a member of Constituent assembly of 
the country as well as for the constituent assembly of 
Kashmir. Terrorist to down one more sane voice from  
top brass of Kashmir, as it went against the 
sponsored narrative of unidentified gunmen. Sane 
voices were truncated to death ruthlessly to scare 
other innocent Kashmiris to not stand tall for the 
rights which were being curtailed by the Namaloom 
Bandook Bardars. Poets, intellectuals, politicians etc 
a large garden of scholars were assassinated to 
death in separate cases of violence. 

 Ex-MLA Peer Mohammad Shafi was among 
scores of the prominent political activists Ex-MLA 
Mohammad Subhan Bhat and his brother Showkat 
were also killed in Tral in 1991. Their third brother 
Fayaz Ahmad was shot dead in 2002. The family was 
from the religious background having significant 
control on the people living in their area, for the 
reason their killing was an end to the sanity back 
then. At that time standing for the rights of people 
was never easy, any sane voice or opinion of the 
people was not acceptable to these unknown 
gunmen who took it as threat to their existence.  Ex-
Minister Wali Mohammad Itoo was shot dead near a 
mosque in Jammu's Khatikan Talab in March 1994. 
Being a bold voice of his area, as also an intellectual 
he served his party as speaker. Unknown gunmen 
picked their targets which had proper contemplation 
of the scenario,  were potent to change the fate of 
the people. His successor-daughter Sakeena Itoo 
survived over 20 attacks on her life, yet never left her 
people in distress.  

She lead her people without any fear, won and 
served as a minister. Her bravery is a source of 
inspiration for the Kashmiri women suppressed by 
the terrorists from time to time. Ex-MLA Ghulam 
Nabi Dar got killed in one of such attacks in Kulgam 
when it was newly being created as a district. A man 
with uncompromising ideals had a dream to lead 
the Kulgam as one of the most developed ones. The 
terrorists who love the destruction of the valley killed 
this rational voice as well. 
 Ex-MLA of Muslim United Front Abdul Razaq 
Mir was also shot dead in Kulgam. After the NC 
regained power in 1996, MLA of Langate Abdul 
Ahad Wani (Kar) was the first legislator who was 
ambushed and shot dead during his morning walk 
near Qalamabad, Handwara in May 1999. To down 
shift the process of peace, after success in elections 
was witnessed with an aim to down the confidence 
of people in new government. MLA Dooru, Ghulam 
Hassan Bhat, was the first sitting Minister who was 
killed in an IED attack in Dooru area in May 2000 to 
scare innocent Kashmiris further and give out a 
threatening message. These voices were heard in 
great significance not only for the Kashmiris but 
were respected outside the country too. Kashmir 
has lost a fertile nursery of the sane voices to the 
bullets of the unknown gunmen, much of which can 
be understood by the course of violence sponsored 
from the Pakistan and its terror mindset. 
Senior Congress leader Aga Syed Mehdi was killed 
along with his PSOs when terrorists blew up his 
vehicle on Srinagar-Gulmarg Road in November 
2001. State minister of law Mushtaq Ahmad Lone 
was gunned down while addressing an election rally 
in Lolab Kupwara in September 2002. The blast was 
so powerful that even bullet proof gypsy ripped into 
pieces. Agha Mehdi was a prominent leader due to 
philanthropic works. People had a lovable 
connection with him, they fell to tears after the news 
about his killing reached them. During his funeral 
pandit women of his area Budgam were heard 
crying "Bayo asi kus kari raech wain", meaning 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mir_Mustafa
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Brother who will protect us now." Ex-Minister Safdar 
Ali Beg was killed in Anantnag in October 2004. 
 Counterinsurgents-turned-politicians, ex-MLC 
Javed Shah and ex-MLA Kukka Parray, were killed 
one after another respectively in August and 
September 2003. The killing of Parray was designed 
to discourage those who had made up their mind to 
sink back into society to join the mainstream. Javed 
Shah another former militant and ex. MLC turned 
militia leader also became a victim of unknown 

gunmen. Parray and Javed were initially close to 
each other but later fell apart. The killing of the duo 
was a great blow to the security apparatus besides 
having an adverse bearing on the peace process. 
This was being followed by a renewed spurt in 
violence, further eroding the stock of the Mufti 
government. The main objective of the these killings 
were to put a damper on mainstreaming of the local 
turned militants. In view of the fact that several 
Hurriyat activists and leaders were about to return 
back. Had the attack failed and these two survived, it 
could have shattered the plans of the terror handlers 
and the violence would have been lowered to 
minimal degree.Among the separatists, Peoples 
Conference chairman Abdul Gani Lone was the most 
prominent politician who was shot in broad daylight 
at the remembrance ceremony of Mirwaiz Farooq at 
Eidgah in Srinagar in May 2002. Since he was from 
the Hurriyat background, his return to mainstream 
was based on true experience of how hatred was 
disseminated in innocent Kashmiris in name of 
religious doctrine. Dancing on the notes of Pakistan, 
it maintained the gap in hearts of people from its 
caretakers, when Lone saw the black cat, he went to 
serve his people which became the reason for his 
killing. In October 2005, Ghulam Nabi Lone of 
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) was the first sitting 
minister who was killed in a suicide attack inside his 
home, in Tulsibagh, Srinagar. 

Killing the Alternate Leadership Post Abrogation of Article 370

Twenty three leaders and activists of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) are among the workers of 
different mainstream political parties who were shot 
dead by 'unidentified gunmen', widely pro-Pakistan 
terrorists, in Kashmir in the last five months of the 
year 2020. Even as it does not take long for the 
family members of a victim and the residents of a 
neighborhood to ascertain the identity of the 
assassins as of now, however least due to the fear 
and much because of their double standards media 
persons and politicians do still call them as 
'unidentified gunmen.' For years, the behavior of the 
muted civil society after every assassination has 
implicitly pointed fingers towards the assailants. If an 
assassination was believed or perceived to be the 
handiwork of the pro-government 
counterinsurgents, the police or the security forces, 
there would be protests and a call for shutdown 
from the terrorists or the separatists. There would 
also be a beeline of media persons, politicians and 
human rights activists to the victim's home and an 
abundance of the condemnation statements. 

Contrarily, whenever the elimination was perceived 
to have been done by the terrorists, the Valley would 
be invariably a mute spectator. There would be no 
shutdown, no public condemnation and no special 
treatment to the news on the front pages of the local 
newspapers. These double standards had been 
found in separatists and their political sympathizers 
who have to save their positions and soften their 
hearts for extension of their regimes. The situation 
changed dramatically since the BJP government at 
the Centre initiated a crackdown on the separatists 
after the Pulwama suicide attack that left 40 
paramilitary personnel dead in February 2019. 
Particularly after abrogation of Article 370 and 
conversion of the state into the two Union Territories 
in August 2019, there had been little reaction to the 
killings. Silence spread in all corners, the fear of 
unknown gunmen is pressurizing the population to 
act mute.
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Even as some terrorist outfits owned responsibility 
for some political assassinations in Kashmir in the 
beginning in 1989-90, nobody has thereafter 
claimed any killing that had a potential to cause 
outrage among the people. They wanted themselves 
to be neutral amid the political gamble, shot the 
sane voices and make a ground for their proxy 
candidates who could have worked under their 
control.  As some high-profile political 
assassinations-like that of Mirwaiz Farooq in 1990 
and Qazi Nisar Ahmad in 1994-evoked serious public 
reactions, separatist and terrorists would invariably 
blame each other. Thirty years later, Kashmir does 
not seem to have changed much as everybody fears 
fatal reprisal of any act of angering these Nalamoom 
Bandook Bardars. There have been several political 
killings which had clear signatures of terror outfit, 
still the same organization issued condemnation 
statements and passed the buck to the other side as 
no scientific evidence like CCTV footage was left 
behind. They would take benefit of doubt as no 
conclusive evidence was available for earmarking any 
terrorists. Also almost all the killers have used 
facemasks to hide their identity. In many cases, hit 
orders and condemnations have flown concomitantly 
from the same organization. 

Separatist leader Abdul Gani Bhat once admitted 
publicly that all of the Valley's political and 
intellectual leaders had been killed "not by India, but 
by our own men". It happens very rarely that an 
assassin is captured alive or killed in the retaliatory 
firing from a protected person's security guards. A 
rarest of the rare incidents happened lately at 
Nunnar in Ganderbal where the 'unidentified 
gunmen' attacked the BJP leader Ghulam Qadir on 
October  06. The targeted BJP leader survived but 
one of his personal security officers (PSOs) got 
killed. His retaliatory firing left one of the assailants 
dead. He was later identified as Shabir Ahmad Shah 
of Tral. His weapon of assault was also recovered. 
The J&K Police claimed that before joining militancy 
Shah had remained "right hand man" of the former 
Hizbul Mujahideen chief Riyaz Naikoo. 

Transition in Killings by Unknown Gunmen in 2000's 

A gap was found amid the government and 
terrorists-separatist expectations which was to be 
covered before initiation of the dialogue, however 
union government repeatedly stressed that the 
discussion would be held within the frame work of 
the country's constitution while the Hurriyat out 
rightly rejected the offer and again demanded the 
inclusion of Pakistan in any proposed dialogue. The 
reason being the handles that are controlled across 
there, sitting in the offices and plotting the distinct 
games to play down the real peace process. The 
plans are home work of  the Pakistan's intelligence 
and the execution is put on the shoulders of the 
Hurriyat and its mercenaries as if the real stake 
holders were leaders of Hurriyat Conference. The 
terrorists then would act upon the orders and 
gestures of these separatists to fill and void the 
political necessities of maintaining the ecosystem of 
the terror. Even as former adversaries, which were 
committed to negotiating a way out of the impasse, 
tried hard to narrow the gap between their stands, 
other terrorist forces inimical to any peaceful 
solution to the Kashmir issue stressed on raising the 
level of terror within the State. 

The Muttahida Jihad Council which an umbrella 
body for 14 Pakistan-based terrorist outfits operating 
in Kashmir, had swiftly disassociated itself from the 
Hizb's peace initiative, given their hard hitting 
approach of causing sufferings and putting another 
lull in the peace process. Repeated threats (of violent 
actions, masked in the term jihad) by these 
recalcitrant terrorist groups were ultimately carried 
out on the intervening night of August 1-2 spreading 
violence through the barrel of the gun. The year 
2000 opened on a dismal note, with a continuous 
escalation of terrorist violence over the previous six 
months after Pakistan's armed intrusion in, and 
subsequent expulsion from, the Kargil sector in the 
north of J&K. 
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According to official figures, in the first seven 
months of 2000 (until July 27), 1,667 persons were 
killed in terrorism related incidents. As compared to 
the previous two years, this marked a substantially 
higher death toll (figures for casualties in the period 
January-July 1998 and January-July 1999 were 
1101 and 1156 respectively). This trend continued 
and the only redeeming feature in this trend is that 
the 1,667 persons killed by unknown gunmen in 
January-July 2000 include 923 terrorists as 
compared to 501 civilians and 243 security forces 
personnel. Between April and mid-July 2000, an 
estimated 62 foreign mercenaries (Namaloom 
Bandook Bardar) were killed.
 Another distinct development noticeable in 
2000 was that any major efforts at addressing the 
problem of terrorism in J&K was invariably 
accompanied by huge instances of violence. The 
August 1-2, 2000 massacres coincides with the first 
contacts between the government and the Hizb-ul 
Mujahideen (bureaucrats from the Home Ministry 
contacted a Hizb representative on August 1), the 
Chattisinghpora incident occurred during the visit to 
India of the US President, Bill Clinton, in March 
2000. The intelligence agencies predictions of an 
escalation in violence by terrorists to draw the 
attention of the US President and international media 
came true on March 20 when terrorists massacred 
35 Sikhs in cold blood as the President was on his 
way to New Delhi from Dacca. The perpetrators of 
this massacre were again a joint group of Namaloom 
Bandook Bardars from the Lashkar-e-Toiba and the 
Hizb-ul Mujahideen outfits. The same who are 
responsible for slaughtering the thousands of 
innocent Kashmiris in the past and are continuing it 
even today.

Latest Spate of Killings from 2010 to 2022 

Any intellectual voice that would set the foot for 
peace was attacked by the terrorists. In a major 
setback to the dialogue process between the Centre 
and separatists in the State in 2010, unidentified 
gunmen shot at and critically injured Fazle Haq 
Qureshi – a senior leader of the faction of the All 
Parties Hurriyat Conference (APHC) led by Mirwaiz 
Umar Farooq – outside his house in the Soura on 
December 4, 2009. A member of the decision-
making Executive Committee of the Hurriyat 
Conference, Qureshi had played a key role in 
facilitating talks between the HM and the 
Government, following a cease-fire  announced by 
that group in July 2000. He was also part of the 
Hurriyat delegation that held talks with then-Deputy 
Prime Minister L. K. Advani in 2004. Al-Nasireen, a 
joint front of the LeT and HM, claimed responsibility 
for the attack on Qureshi. 

To disturb the peace process and put a bar on the 
lull in violence, he was attacked by the gunmen. 
Separatists themselves were threatened by the 
gunmen for not holding any talks with the 
government of time. Hence these unidentified men 
went mad at anyone amongst them or from outside 
their faction who would prefer peace talks over 
violence and human loss. This not only damaged 
economy but also fractured the opportunities of new 
development in Kashmir. Due to these incidences, 
valley is still not able to fully come out of the cracks 
of underdevelopment and lack of investment.

 Intermittent terrorist violence continued with strong 
indications that the terrorists were being directed by 
their handlers in Pakistan to kill more political, 
religious and dissenting separatist leaders. Four 
politicians were killed in eight attacks on politicians 
across the State through 2011. These included the 
April 8, 2011, killing of the Wahabi cleric Maulana 
Showkat Shah. They had also threatened to 
continue such attacks against mainstream political 
parties. One report in August 2011 read that Jammu 
Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLF) chief Yasin Malik 
had been identified as the 'next target' for 
assassination by LeT in Kashmir. Not only this, on 
January 29, 2012, security forces neutralized a LeT 
module in the Pattan area of Baramulla District, 
which had been tasked to target South Kashmir's 
Sufi scholar Maulana Abdul Rashid Dawoodi. 

Assassination of Prominent Journalist

Killing of Babar Qadri 
An intellectual voice in figure of TV panelist and an 
advocate, Babar Qadri was silenced on 24 Dec 2020 
when he was attacked by unknown gunmen in 
Hawal, Srinagar. A prominent and well-known lawyer 
in Srinagar, Qadri was known to take up cases for 
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juvenile justice such as cases where juveniles had 
been booked by the state. 

Qadri had been practicing law for the past decade. 
Active in student politics, Qadri started practicing law 
in 2008. In 2018, after the murder of Rising Kashmir 
editor Shujaat Bukhari, he had accused several 
separatist organizations in Kashmir such United 
Jihad Council and Joint Resistance Leadership of 
being involved in the attack and also blamed them if 
anything were to happen to him. He was quick to 
question the separatists and had a rational mind in 
carrying forward the peace process. However with 
his killing, another family was devastated, while two 
little girls were orphaned and a young innocent 
Kashmiri woman widowed. The cold-blooded 
murder of Advocate Babar Qadri; who became the 
fresh victim of reckless and faceless violence; 
ravaging the lives in Kashmir – particularly of those 
who dare to think, talk and write about the situation 
in the conflict-torn region – since more than three 
decades of bloody conflict. There is a lot more to it 
than meets the eye. Qadri was a victim of unbridled 
violence let loose by the “unknown gunmen” – a 
cliché which everyone in Kashmir's political 
amphitheater, use and interpret to express their 
selective outrage. 

Killing of Shujaat Bhukhari 

Shujaat Bhukhari who had the loads of journalistic 
brilliance, imagination and creativity was one among 
the top personalities killed by unknown gunmen for 
his positive role in setting up  a narrative of peace. 
His initial professional internship with Ved Bhasin, 
the stager of fearless journalism at Kashmir Times, 
followed by a 15-year long tenure as a reporter and 
later special correspondent at the liberal national 
daily The Hindu helped hone his sensibilities 
centered on inclusive, secular and humanist meta-
narratives. 

In Kashmir's conflict terrain of 'with us' or 'against us' 
binary, Shujaat faced a tough dilemma, however had 
longer hankered to add his hand to any possible end 
to the violence let loose by the terror groups morally 
supported by the separatist nexus. Using his 
unbeatable, dynamic networking skills, he would be 
equally at ease with a multitude of actors whether 
the army, police, civil service, academia, NGOs as 
also political leadership of all hues. He would soak in 
their perspectives to reduce gaps in understanding 
and go on to write the most objective and lucid 
editorials for the people to understand the 
background of the violence little more. 
 He was utterly concerned at the 
overwhelming sense of the suffering of Kashmiris, 
especially the youth, during three decades of 
conflict, determined to pursue ideas and processes 
to end violence and help bring in peace to end their 
'nihilistic despair.' As a consequence, he readily 
embraced Track II processes for peace-building 
within J&K as also across LoC, and most of all the 
New Delhi-Islamabad and New Delhi-Srinagar 
tracks.

He was rightly convinced that improved India-
Pakistan relations as during 2003-2008 would 
provide the needed energy for a peaceful resolution 
of the J&K issue. Shujaat always served as a truthful 
and unbiased voice of Kashmir. Fearless and imbued 
with rare courage to live up to his Arabic-origin 
name, he could never be intimidated by pressures 
and nudges to toe the official line. His stock 
response rings loud, ''in Kashmir, we have done 
journalism with pride and will continue to highlight 
what happens on ground.” Unarguably, Shujaat saw 
the power of dialogue as a panacea for resolving the 
Kashmir issue—a compulsion the ruling 
dispensations have refused to clasp for over a 
decade. 
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He fervently backed the 2018 May-June Ramzan 
ceasefire (during which period there was only one 
civilian death and things substantially cooled down) 
and wanted it extended. But the Centre was aware 
that this temporary peace has in their experience 
been a recoup period for the terrorists who would 
then resume their activities with renewed vigor.  On 5 
August 2019, Centre revoked article 370 and laid 
down the foundation for ensuring peace in the grief 
torn valley. It was as if Mahjoor's spring-poem line 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee so evocatively recited in 2003 
had come true.

Walo ha bagwano' navi Baharuk shaan paeda kar
(Come ye gardener, let us create the magnificence of a 

new spring)
Shujaat had an abiding conviction on building 
bridges between Kashmir, Jammu and Ladakh and 
remained engaged with a multitude of people across 
ethno-geographies to seek the common cause of 
peace. Relatedly, every instance of warmth between 
the Valley's majority community and the Pandits 
brought immense joy to him. Shujaat is one of only 
three public figures—the other two being Omar 
Abdullah and the journalist Gowhar Geelani—who 
did an unambiguous mea culpa and squarely 
blamed their community for not doing enough to 
prevent the epochal exodus of Kashmiri Pandits in 
the 1990s. It needs to be underscored that a 
common heritage, folklore, cuisine, music, language 
and myriad impulses bond the two communities 
together even as religious extremism of all 
denominations continues to be their common 
enemy. 

Why are Kashmiris Silent?

Given the atmosphere of omnipresent terror and fear 
the open voicing of dissent against the dominant, 
terrorist-backed, separatist position in J&K was 
unprecedented, and was quickly seized upon – but 
just as quickly relinquished – by the media. On 
January 2, 2011, the chief spokesman of the 
separatist Hurriyat Conference, Abdul Ghani Bhat, 
broke through the conspiracy of silence and terror 

that had enveloped J&K for over two decades, to 
declare: 
"Lone Sahib, Mirwaiz Farooq and Professor 
Wani were not killed by the Army or the police. 
They were targeted by our own people... The 
story is a long one, but we have to tell the truth. 
If you want to free the people of Kashmir from 
sentimentalism bordering on insanity, you have 
to speak the truth.... Here I am letting it out. The 
present movement against India was started by 
us killing our intellectuals... wherever we found 
an intellectual, we ended up killing him.." 

 Mirwaiz Mohammad Farooq, father of 
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, the current chairman of the 
All Parties Hurriyat Conference-Mirwaiz (APHC-M), 
was killed on May 21, 1990; Abdul Gani Lone was 
killed on the same date in 2002, while participating 
in a programme commemorating the late Mirwaiz's 
death anniversary; Professor Abdul Ahad Wani was 
killed on December 31, 1993; each of them by 
"unidentified gunmen".  Other voices quickly echoed 
Ghani Bhat's sentiment, albeit more guardedly, 
including Gani Lone's sons, Sajjad and Bilal Lone, 
who regretted their own past failure to expose their 
father's assassins, because of "an element of fear". 
Despite the intimidation, resistance to the unending 
strikes and stone-pelting was not unknown. There 
were numberless cases of non-cooperation, 
particularly of what became known as the 'half-
shutter phenomenon', where shops and businesses 
operated with their shutters only half open, to 
quickly evade reprisal in case a wandering gang of 
separatist 'enforcers' came by. Indeed, on 
September 1, 2010, at the height of the campaign, 
activist Farooq Ganderbal had organized a small 
protest demonstration at Residency Road. Again, on 
November 7, 2010, activists of the Jammu & 
Kashmir Non-governmental Organisations (NGO) 
Forum managed to stage a small 'peace rally' in 
Srinagar, against the shut-downs. It is crucial to 
note, in this context, that the entire protracted stone-
pelting campaign was directly backed by Pakistan 
and by Pakistan-based terrorist formations, in a 
strategy to offset declining capacities for terrorist 
action. Masarat Alam, chief of the Muslim League, a 
constituent of Geelani's Tehrik-e-Hurriyat, who had 
engineered and enforced the 'calendars' of shut-
downs and stone pelting from the underground, was 
arrested in Srinagar in the night of October 18, 
2010. In his disclosures to the Police, he admitted 
that he had received INR 4 million from Geelani 
through different channels to fuel the protests and 
incite the stone-pelters. Disclosing details of Alam's 
confession, J&K Director General of Police (DGP) 
Kuldip Khoda stated that Pakistan had been using 
different channels to fund the separatists, including 
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Geelani, to sustain the stone-pelting campaign, as 
part of its 'new strategy'. He added, further, "It was 
not that everybody engaged in protests was paid. 
The organizers had been paid and they incited the 
people to hold protests and subject security forces 
and Police to stone pelting. The terrorists of Lashkar-
e-Toiba (LeT) and Hizb-ul-Mujahideen had also been 
working behind the scenes to fuel the protests.''
 This fear for the life and loss of earnings had 
longer shut the mouths of the Kashmiris. They are 
suppressed by terror groups to remain silent over the 
killings or face the consequences. A Kashmiri 
contesting election is killed in broad day light by the 
armed terrorists and the fear caught family left to 
shambles. Kashmiri terrorists have once again 
recreated an environment of fear, trauma and a 
spectre of migration that rewinds back to the early 
1990s. This is an extraordinary triumph for terrorism 
as the sheer number of active terrorists is a pale 
shadow of that dark and dreary decade. Visitors, 
observers and those who lived in Kashmir Valley in 
the 1990s recollect a security situation that was grim 
to the core. While at one point the total active 
terrorists in the 1990s topped 3,000 it is now closer 
to 200, yet they have managed to instill fear 
disproportionate to the numbers involved and 
investments made.
 To this day, Mirwaiz Umar Farooq has 
carefully and cleverly avoided talking about who 
killed his father Maulana Mohammad Farooq – but 
why? Mohammad Yasin Malik would, year after year, 
commemorate the death anniversaries of his JKLF 
colleagues including Ghulam Qadir Wani, but never 
ever bothered to utter a word about the identity and 
intent of their murderers. Sajad Gani Lone called out 
the killers of his father once but was mysteriously 
and tactfully silenced thereafter. His brother Bilal 
Lone did not even muster that minimal courage, 
though his father's death landed him a berth on the 
Hurriyat Conference. One can go on counting scores 
of such instances wherein the “leaders” chose 
calculated and convenient silence, and ordinary 
public sheepish timidity on each such killing at the 
hands of the “unknown gunmen”.  This way they 
accorded the psychotic and sadistic killers an aura of 
certain divinity, encouraging them to continue their 
brutalities without any fears of being held 
accountable.
 The social media has given rise to a whole 
new brigade of 'rogue elements', who chip in with 
their worst biases and prejudices, slant and 
stereotype, to frame the victim instead of naming 
and shaming the perpetrator.  But their demagogic, 
reckless, and unsubstantiated accusations, as well as 
public attacks on the character or the patriotism of 
those who they perceive as their “political 
opponents”. All this is very terrifying and frustrating. 

killers roaming scot-free and striking at will is not an 
achievement for anybody – neither for the state nor 
for those pitted against it. It is a tragedy for all, 
particularly the families of these victims who do not 
know who killed their kin and why – something that 
they never really get to know. This violence 
perpetrated by the “invisible hands” has only 
aggravated the public anger and scared them more, 
a sense of alienation from the system, with every 
sane human-being demanding that the clouds of 
suspicion and uncertainty about the identity of the 
killers be cleared, their aims and motivations 
unraveled and revealed.While the government's 
culpability in failing to protect them here is often a 
point of debate, but the hypocrisy of the 'other side' 
and that of the society in general, is rarely discussed 
for the fear that it might “discredit” something which 
people are told is the panacea of all pain and agony 
here.  Instead of taking these “soft target” killings 
seriously and initiating corrective measures to 
liberate people from the constant fear of “unknown 
gunmen”, everybody here, including even the 
governments, prefer to remain in outright denial 
mode. Political expediency aside, such an attitude 
has not only eroded the credibility of institutions, but 
it has also imbibed the corrupt and insensitive 
culture among the insurgents and their handlers, 
subsequently encouraging more human rights 
violations. Today, when someone tries to put the 
blame squarely on one or the other group, one 
wonders why people would buy these claims when 
the charges are not backed up with any conclusive 
evidence given the anonymity of the Bandook 
Bardars. Stories are concocted and spun around to 
justify violence perpetrated by different actors in 
Kashmir. When the fingers are pointed at the 
terrorists, their mentors waste no time in articulating 
the tactic of looking other way in the larger “interests 
of the movement”, and the killers take the task of 
silencing the new voices implicating them. As they 
have opted to safeguard the morale of their cadres, 
they are undermining the morale of the Kashmiri 
people in the process. Irrespective of how one might 
articulate the consequences of such an attitude, one 
can confer without fear of contradiction that the 
public anger and outrage and hence continued 
political turmoil here, to a large extent, is also the all 
out of the persistent and systematic violation of 
people's rights and calibrated denial of the same.
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Conclusion

Kashmir has till now been used as a playground by 
Pakistan to propagate its terror factory. Its agencies 
manipulated the youth in name of fake Jihad by 
disseminating illicit literature among Kashmiris who 
fell prey to their plans. Before they could have 
understood the hoax behind the game, many youths 
were already lured towards the dead end. Trained and 
tainted by the foreign terrorists (namaloom bandook 
bardars), they hadn't even the slightest idea of what 
was being cooked by Pakistan through their 
mercenaries. Economy got shattered due to the 
separatist backed turmoil that disrupted the peace 
together with prosperity. These unidentified gunmen 
had spread utmost fear and psychosis among the 
localities that they never spoke a word publicly or dared 
to file a complaint against them. Armed gunmen killed 
thousands of people in the three decade long violent 
phase of Kashmiri history, and still continue to 
slaughter Kashmiris along with the non-locals. Many 
activists who tried to become vociferous met the same 
fate in the recent past. 
 During the past three decades of political 
turmoil and violence, countless people fell to the 
bullets of “unknown gunmen” in Kashmir. In fact, this 
type of violence – target killings which are never owned 
by any group or side – is so prevalent in Kashmir today 
that the term “unknown gunmen” has taken 
precedence over the killers' identity. It is really 
unfortunate that this term has been left open for 
subjective interpretations, with each side and each 
individual drawing her/his own inferences about the 
identity and motivations of killers on the basis of their 
own political convenience, beliefs and interests. Even 
as this type of ambiguity perfectly suits the 
perpetrators, it has created a precarious situation for 
the ordinary people and the society as a whole by 
shielding the killers.

“Like Saturn, the revolution devours its own children,” — 
a common saying during the French Revolution (1789) 
— holds true for the land of Kashmir that devoured 
thousands of innocent lives during the past thirty years. 
The families of these slain persons still wonder as to what 
was their fault, why they were killed the way they were 
killed. But these pleas are either going unheard or 
deliberately not being heeded. Worst of all, people in 
leadership roles have not dared to name and shame the 
killers, even when the victim happened to be their own 
kin, sometimes as close as a dear father.
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