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The Kashmir Rights Forum (KRF) is an informal, secular, apolitical and forward looking interactive platform
highlighting human rights violations perpetuated against innocent Kashmiri population by terrorists either directly
supported by separatists and their over ground workers or indirectly by sympathizers over last three decades as a
result of proxy war initiated by Pakistan on our homeland.
KRF is dexterous, focused forum with overarching mission to mobilize expertise and public opinion to counter
the organized attempt to violate human rights of common innocent Kashmiris of all generations by the nexus and
tarnishing the image of government and security forces by certain section of media, intelligentsia and conflict
entrepreneurs by flaring up allegations of human rights violations on them, thus diverting attention from the real
perpetrators of these violations.
We, at KRF encourage response by likeminded or otherwise, people and organizations, on documents,
articles & video content produced on multiple social media platforms by us to apprise all citizens of such violations.
KRF will endeavor to expose the designs of the perpetrators by studying the past and present and producing the
facts for public scrutiny as part of our research and highlight such events in present, earliest on occurrence.
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SUPRESSION OF LIBERTIES OF WOMEN
BY TERRORISTS - SEPARATISTS NEXUS
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PREFACE

SUPPRESSION OF LIBERTIES OF WOMEN IN KASHMIR

W

omen in Kashmir have been denied

societies were not bigoted like the one it has

basic rights of equality for decades

happened in present day Kashmir and even if it

owing to suppressive and radicalized

was, these ladies had the courage to surpass all

interpretation of Islam. The male dominant society

such restrictions and shine as zooni(moon).

and powers with vested interests have further

This report is a collection of articles, incidents and

oppressed them and alienated them to oblivion.

self stories highlighting the plight of women in

The suppression involves forced wearing of veil
(burkha), denial of co-education, participation in
cultural programs, entertainment activities, sports,
music, movies, fashion shows, use of social media,
wearing western clothing, the requirement of a
male guardian for taking all important decisions in
womens life, being subjected to eve-teasing, abuse
by husband, snatching incidents in open streets,
practice of triple Talak and Nikah Halala, threats of
rape and murder in case of non-abidance of these
dictates.

Kashmir and her mental turmoil. In includes
representation against the threat notices pasted at
prominent places, circulated in social media, the
story of liberal Islam in Bosnia, the story of Mariam
who aspired for higher studies but because of
bigoted society and social pressure, her family had
to face lot of humiliation and ultimately killing of
her father by terrorists or the custodians of so
called religion, the social and sexual discrimination
where an all-female rock band stood third in a
music competition but again owing to the
custodians of religion, the complete band was

The current Kashmiri society has to be broad
subjected to shame and humiliation and finally they
minded and accept the realities of modernization
had to disappear in darkness of anonymity, a
and growth. There are prominent women
fashion show which was protested against by a
personalities like Queen Didda (1000 CE), Kota
silent march and finally the story of Habba
Rani (14th century), Lal Ded (14th century poet),
Khatoon, a poetess who touched hearts of the poor
Habba Khatoon (16th century queen and poet),
and rich by her intriguing poems of separation from
Rupa Bhawani (17th century saint and poet),
her love. This study also highlights a model of
Arnimal (18th century poet), Mahbooba Mufti,
modern Islam as being practiced in Bosnia.
Benazir Bhutto, Raj Begum (singer from Srinagar),
Hanifa Chapu, Dr Girija Dhar and Iqra Rasool. Their

THE TIME HAS ARRIVED FOR EQUAL STATUS AND RIGHTS FOR OUR SISTERS & DAUGHTERS…

BEHAN AUR BETIYON KE LIYE BARAABAR DARJA AUR HUKOOK KA WAKT AA GYA HAI
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PRAGAASH ROCK BAND :

THE DAWN TURNED TO DUSK

O

n December 26, 2012, during a

campaign, Mattoo said, adding that the girls would

competition Battle of Bands, an

not be cowed down by the threats and they will

unusual thing happened in Srinagar. After

continue to pursue their dream in music.

several performances by boy bands, the audience

A local news portal carried the story about the girls

was stunned to see girls taking the stage. Are they

getting online threats, which in turn was picked up

really locals? Can they sing?

they wondered. But

by TRP-hungry national media.The combination of

once the band started playing, apprehensions were

music, Muslim girls, glamour, threats and Kashmir

gone. People loved it. The cheers and applause

seemed too appetizing for them. Politicians,

grew with every beat. The girls felt their dream had

leaders, activists, moral brigade  everybody was

come true.

asked to comment. Even the Chief Minister of

Pragaash (meaning the dawn in Kashmiri) came

Jammu and Kashmir, Omar Abdullah tweeted

third and took home a cash prize of Rs 6,000 - a

about the band and assured security to them.

huge achievement for three teenage girls which

The controversial government-backed Mufti,

included guitarist Aneeqa Khalid (15), singer Noma

Bashiruddin, added fuel to the fire by issuing a

Nazir(16) and drummer Farah Deeba(15) all high-

fatwa against the girls by terming their music un-

school students. It was just a few months earlier

Islamic. Music is not good for society and bad

that the three had met at a local music academy

things happening in Indian society are because of

and decided to form a band. This was their debut.

music, he said. These comments generated more

Once the video of the

media frenzy.

performance and the news hit

Seeing the heightened

Facebook and YouTube, it

passions, the girls vowed

generated a barrage of critic

never to sing again. One of

and orthodox comments.

them fled to the anonymity of

Some applauded the girls

Bengaluru and rest to the

whereas others denounced

confines of their homes. We

them.

give up music, because

The Trigger

according to mufti it is
haram, said Nazir, the lead

Owner of the Band, Adnan
singer. The Mufti is more
Mattoo, who is also the
aware of our religion, so we
manager of Pragaash, termed
respect him and we are doing
the responses as part of a
it for the people of Kashmir.
wicked campaign against the
With the main characters
girls. Some people who were
going into hiding, the field
not happy over the progress
was open to say and prove
of the youth in the Kashmir
anything.
Valley are behind such
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(From left) Noma Nazir, Aneeqa Khalid and Farah Deeba

In addition to the debate on modernity versus

The feat could have easily earned her a dangerous

cultural values, Kashmiri nationalists and

tag, but Kashmir is too liberal to mind these issues.

mainstream began shadow-boxing in the news

It is only when politics is involved that white turns

studios and online world. Issues like Talibanization

black.

of Kashmir surfaced.

Incidents like above raises questions on the

In Kashmir, music has been part and parcel of

freedom of expression of women. If a women can

society. From the beautiful chorus of girls working

sing folk lores, shabads of Sikh religion then why

at the rice fields to the spiritual music of Sufiyana

not rock music. Tender teenagers took inspiration,

Kalam, Kashmir has music for every occasion.

worked hard and won a rock band competition just

Rock music by girls was a just new addition that

to be criticised by their own community

unfortunately got marred by the murky cocktail of

were given abused, given threats of rape and

media, politics and morality.

murder

Tasleema, a young singer from Srinagar, sings
shabads from the Guru Granth Sahib at
gurudwaras. In 2007 she became the only Muslim

They

why? Why there is so much suppression

where a girl is not allowed to express herself. Arent
there any other female rock bands in the world?
Are they all spoiled people ?

Kashmiri girl to have sung at the Golden Temple.

Music may have different forms
but it cannot be against a religion
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Mariyam
W

e lived in Kashmir valley, called as the

against the social norms for the upliftment of

Heaven on earth. We in this sentence

family. Hence, he is not that famed in our society,

refers to my family; my family that

disliked by spiritual preachers; who are against

constitutes of my Abba, Ammi and five siblings

upliftment and modernisation of the society. He

including a 16 year old me; the eldest of all

travels various states in the nation for his business

siblings. My name is Mariyam and we live in a

of wool and cloth and is a diligent person who

village at the foothills of high mountains; life here

works hard for earning living for the family.

has its own challenges and perks. The place is so

This summer, few months after the snow melted in

beautiful, serene, full of tranquillity and as pure as it

my village, my father made sure that I went to study

can ever be. People here arent very social with each

in Senior Secondary College (SSC) for my higher

other; but they support each other in their tough
and unpleasant times. Most of
them go to South Kashmir
and further south for

education; however this resolution of him wasnt
that forthcoming in the village. On
Friday that week, when he went
to Masjid for jumma, the

earning their living. Like

Maulavi there showed his

a typical village, they just

disagreement over this

offer prayers and believe

decision of my father; that

that Allah will change their
fate and bestow them with
happiness, food and resources;

made him very furious. He
took my father to a separate
clingy and semi lit room, I heard yelling

which I find very unrealistic and impractical.

of people from a distance; I had not seen my father

My family falling in the same loop visit a Masjid

that furious in all these years. After finishing prayers

nearby my mohalla; on a weekly basis praying for

in Masjid he came home and narrated the entire

the best of health and happiness for our family.

story to my mother; a lady who is so much but at

My mother always taught me that hard work

last a conservative-orthodox lady. I could feel so

shapes the destiny. I always aspired to be like my

much tension developing in the family, my mother

mother; loyal, industrious, adorable person, perfect

sobbed the entire night; I could feel the supper

as a mother, daughter and wife; there is so much to

served to us was all bitter that night. Father on the

look up to her. My father on the other hand is a

other hand, slept empty stomach; however I think

modern man, he tells me to look beyond the

he hardly could have slept that night. That was the

boundaries of these ridges and cliffs; he goes

last day when he went to Masjid, from that day on,
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his religion was restricted to his

night ever. In one moment, everything

Allah at home and us. I could now

just shattered to nothing. My father

see the indifference in the eyes of

who became the victim of those cruel

people, the way they treated my

howlers, who were later recognized as

father as if it was a crime for me to

foreign terrorists and pinned down by

get educated. I cursed myself, all

Security Forces.

those days; I felt comfortable
staying indoors without those
nagging, criticising eyes staring me
and my siblings. Now, winters were
coming close; it was that time of
the year again when my father had
to go for his clothing business. Every time this year,
I see a mixture of characters in my mother; there is
fear and strength in her eyes. It started as normal
day when our house being at the fringes and aloof
of the mohalla; was intruded by five strangers. They
were wearing phiren, thirsty, hungry, carrying heavy
bags, dark circles around their eyes, attired in
untidy footwear and clothes; they forced
themselves in. They were ruthless animals, closing
all the windows of our home, bolting all the doors,
destroying our utensils in kitchen, tearing apart the
furniture and putting them against the wall as if
they were building defences, threatening my
parents; everything was so abrupt that it terrified us
to death. They misbehaved with my mother and
assaulted her physically multiple times; I couldnt
see her suffering; so I rushed into the room and
saw my father tied with multiple injuries over his
body who had already bled to death. The moment,
I saw this; I fainted. I cannot forget that miserable

My aim to become something and
make my parents proud just shattered
in a blink of an eye. In a moment, I lost
my father, was not even was able to bid
him his final farewell, I lost all dreams, I
lost my family, I lost everything because
of the few strangers that ruined my life forever. The
entire world, just fell on to my doorstep as if hell
broke down upon me. The dreams of my father, the
expectations of my mother and my belief has now
transformed in the miseries of my life. To carry on
with the loads of my broken dreams, is too heavy to
bear. I now sit alone sobbing, with my siblings and
mother in excruciating pain; with utter despair in
my eyes and tears already dried. The days, the
nights and everything seems useless and pointless
from here. My grief cannot be explained in words,
the void I have in my heart, my mind and in my
soul is unparalleled. I am left over with no father
feeding and supporting our family monetarily and
emotionally. The future now seems so bleak, on
personal front I have lost my present and my future;
battling the world against all odds, a never ending
deprivation from education and basic amenities of
life. Living is equivalent to a curse now, a burden
which I have to shoulder for the
remainder of plight. The shattered
pieces of my family, with no support; will
ghost me throughout my life.

The above story is of a village commoner
Mariyam aspiring for higher eduction.
However, militancy is ruining life of a
common Kashmiri and affecting every
Kashmiri in some or the other way; be it
physical, psychological, economic or
otherwise.
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CONDEMNATION OF FASHION SHOW IN KASHMIR :

THE DILEMMA OF WOMEN MODESTY OR
SUPPRESSION OF WOMEN RIGHTS

O

n 30 March 2021, a non-governmental

to Mumbai because of the expenses involved. Such

organisation (NGO), the All Jammu and

events will give them a platform here in Kashmir,

Kashmir Youth Society (AJKYS) organized

said Yousuf. Bollywood designer Rajdeep Sardesai

first of its kind fashion show in Kashmir. The

and super model Soni Kaur were among the

event showcased more than 30 male and female

judges, Yousuf added.

models, was held at
Srinagar's Tagore Hall and
was attended by more than
500 guests.

Ticket to Bollywood
Advocate Sajid Yousuf,
president of the AJKYS,
termed the show a success
and said that the event was
held to provide career
opportunities in modelling
and Bollywood to the local
youth.Many among the
youth in Kashmir want a
career in modelling and
Bollywood, but cannot go
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can be forced into prostitution
or something more dangerous.

The Dilemma
Was the protest against the
rising liberty of women ?
the clothes ?

or

.. or stretching

the thread too far and
connecting it other reasons.
If men can roam around in
jeans, T-shirts and other
fashionable wear then why not
women. Why so much

The fashion show led to a silent march by a
group of Kashmiri women in Srinagar. The
protestors clarified that they werent part of any
organisation and had spontaneously gathered to
oppose the event because it allegedly sets a wrong
precedence for the youth in Kashmir.

suppression of women in the name of Islam. The
religion says to dress modestly and the dresses
were modest enough, then why so much resistance
in the society?
Though the protestors stated that they have
voluntarily come forward to preserve their culture.

Not Just About Clothes

However, simultaneous gathering of so many

The women marched from Nehru Park and to the

women and their transportation to the site is

Sher-i-Kashmir International Convention Centre

questionable. Who arranged for these? Definitely

(SKICC). However, due to police intervention their

there is a smell of oppressors and a suppressed

march was halted.

society, further fueled by terrorists, their sponsors

The women represented that the fashion show was

and people with vested interests.

related to clothes only, but Kashmir being a

We as valideens need to take a call whether to

Muslim-majority region, the fashion show created

submit to this suppressive psychology or allow our

unrest among us. We have come here to ask for

children to grow and prosper like sons and

our rights and oppose the fashion show because

daughters in other parts of the world.

today this is about clothes, but tomorrow our girls

Give Equal Rights To Women…
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THREAT TO KASHMIRIYAT :

BULLYING BY TANZEEMS

H

i, I am Nusrat Jan from Gen-X (21yrs). I

reached hometown in Apr 2021.

belong to a humble Kashmiri family, my

Recent changes in the status of Jammu and

father is a carpet merchant and we live in

Kashmirs political status provided ample

Anantnag. I was raised with lot of love and

opportunities in all walks of life, may it be business

affection. Since childhood, I have been motivated

where we can collaborate with other companies,

by Mrs Mehbooba Mufti, the grand political icon of

business throughout India or politics where now the

Jammu and Kashmir. She has set an example to

grass root level political leadership has been given

simple girls like us on how to be a successful

more importance so as simple people like me can

mother as well as a great leader without

make a difference to the societies we live in.

compromising on the first priority. I studied in
Senior Secondary School in Jammu and then
went for graduation in political science at
Jammu University. Since my higher secondary
days, I have been holding important
appointments such as class monitor and as a
School Girl which continued even during my
College, wherein, I was an active member of
Students Union. I finished my graduation and

Banned for Boys

Banned for Girls

Western Dressing Jeans Top & Makeup
Fashion Shows and Cultural Programs
Photo and Video Uploading on Social Media
Co-Education in Coaching Centres

Beard Style
Smoking Weed
Heroin, Cocaine, Brownsugar
All kinds of Alcohol Containing Drinks
Fashion Shows
Co-Education in Coaching Centres
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However, some selfish tyrants in the name of Islam
and Jihad aim to retain us in their clutches and not
allow us to grow. During June and July 2021, I

hypocritic tanzeems.
If I am not allowed to wear clothes of my choice,
how can I be confident, how will I mingle with other

received various posters and messages issued by

people. There are so many great women leaders

self-styled jihadis issuing threats.

like Mahbooba Mufti, Indira Gandhi, Golda Meir,

The notice warned against modernisation,

Angela Merkel, Benazir Bhutto, Kalpana Chawla,

westernisation in terms of culture, clothes, lifestyle,

Madonna, Mother Teresa, Anne Frank, the list goes

listening music, movies, use of social media

on and on. How many of them wear burkha?

platforms and other enjoyment means. Failing to

think none. How many of them are connected on

adhere will lead to death by bullets

Really!!

.

social media ?

. I

. I think all. How many of them

Is this the world we are living in. That you will be

were bounded by their bigoted society

shot if you want to live the life of your choice? Is

Then why there is restriction on a common girl like

wearing clothes or interacting with people on social

me. Is it because I am a girl

media destroying our great religion Islam? No I

or a Kashmiri mulsim girl

dont think my Islam or Kashmiriyat is so weak. The

muslim girl who is not being allowed equal right of

cyclone of such thoughts raged through my soul.

living!!! If I am expected to stay hidden behind

Does being Muslim or living in Kashmir means
surrendering my human rights? Being dictated
what to wear, how to live? Is this the free society
that we dream of !! I was literally shocked. Since
childhood, I have heard stories of Mehbooba Mufti,

none.

or a muslim girl
or a poor Kashmiri

burkha, how will I grow and lead my friends,
mohallas and village. Am I believed to be just a
baby making machine or am I a born leader who
will lead her children, her progeny who will shape
destiny of the family and the society at large.

Indira Gandhi, the grand political icons. I was

Even in Saudi Arabia and other Muslim nations who

always fascinated by their aura and strong

hold the beacon of Islam, women are getting liberal

personality. I wanted to become like them but can I

with every passing day. Muslim communities across

do so in the given circumstances!! In a place, where

the world are growing due to their adaptive nature

I am forced to wear burkha and not even able to

to changing times. Princess Ameerah bint Aidan

wear apparels of my choice. Is this the freedom

bin Nayef Al-Taweel Al-Otaibi (Saudi Arabia),

given by Allah tala or are these the whims of

MunaAbuSulayman (Saudi Arabia),ShaikhaMahra
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(UAE),FahriyeEvcen (Turkey), Rawan bin Hussain

the so called saviours of Islam.

(Kuwait), Sheikh Hasina (PM of

protectors or baking their own bread on our lives

Bangladesh)

need to think

.the list is endless. These fine

are they really our
.

. Having seen the change in political

ladies and their respectable Islamic society have

status of Jammu and Kashmir, the life before and

embraced modernisation which facilitated them to

after the change, the tyranny of tanzeems, I have

achieve fame. Why should a Kashmiri girl be left

finally started to think

behind !!

freedom actually lie !!!

Why are the restrictions only for women. Does Allah

Do I stay oppressed under so called bigoted Islamic

treat their children differently or these are the rules

freedom fighters or am I entitled to freedom to

of so called jihadis. MehvishZarger (an entrepreneur

grow, space to become who I am, take care of my

from Srinagar), Nadiya Nighat (a football coach

family and loved ones and contribute to the growth

from Rambagh), Iqra Rasool (a cricketer from

of my village and community?

Baramulla), Sabbah Haji (Director of a School from

everyone in my country do.

Doda), Nusrat Jahan (flower business in Pulwama)
are some of the leading women of our Kashmir. If
they can pave a path for themselves

why am I

. Where does my real

As does

I strongly oppose such threats by so called Islamic
terrorists and other such tanzeems who restrict my
fundamental right to life and personal liberty.

not allowed!! Whats happening? Is this the
Kashmiriyat that we dreamt of? These tanzeems,

To freedom of life… be what u want to be
By personal choice….. Not by dictate
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THE NIGHTINGALE : HABBA KHATOON
(1554-1609 AD)

A

life, full of pain, hardships, longing for love

has also been described as the first secular and

but inspiring countless, stimulating

humanist poet in Kashmiri literature. Her ballads

excellence and being remembered as a

are alive and still sung today, because they connect

symbol of bravery. Its a life and story of a difficult,
failed marriage and of lost love, today we bring to

Habba Khatoon - The Nightingale of
Kashmir, who contributed immensely

life

to Kashmiri poetry and literature.

directly to the natives as they are versed in local
Kashmiri language. It is claimed that she
introduced Loal (or Lol) to Kashmiri
poetry. Loal may be equated to the
word lyric in English, which in
Kashmiri literally means longing

Habba Khatoon popularly known as
(for a lost love). She has also
Zooni, a Kashmiri word meaning
been credited with introducing a
moon, was born in 16th century in
captivating method of writing
small village of Pulwama(South
stanza of three lines, followed by a
Kashmir). Her life was filled with

Yusuf Shah
Chak- last Chak ruler of Kashmir

refrain. The first and the third lines

darkness until she met

and become the queen but this too didnt
last long, again leaving her in ocean of
sorrows and grief. And this is when she renounced
the worldly life and embraced asceticism and
started writing and singing. Her poems are
mournful and filled with sorrow of separation.

In henna I have dyed my hands,
When will he come?
I die, while he roams distant lands,
My heart is numb!
O, where is now the day’s delight?
I’ve waited long
The golden wine cups of the night.
To him belong.

rhyme while second line is
unrhymed. She also invented the

Raast-i-Kashmiri, the raga of Kashmiri
classical music.
The distant meadows are in bloom.
Have you not heard my call?
Flowers bloom on mountain lakes
Come, let us ascend these meadows now
The lilac blooms in distant woods
Have you not heard my call?
She was hailed as the last self-made poet queen of
Kashmir. Her purity and confidence was considered
different and bold for the time. She was
exceptionally gifted in an era of ignorance, hence
given the title Nightingale of Kashmir. Several

She was amongst the poets who without any

contemporary Kashmiri lyricists have acknowledged

spiritual power or influence could narrate the

the influence her poems have had on their own

emotions and experience of a common man. She

work. A collection of her poems have been
published by the Jammu and Kashmir Academy of

Habba Khatoon (1554-1609) was born in a village but was taught to read and write Arabic and
Persian language. She was married to an illiterate peasant boy which finally ended in a
divorce. Thereafter she met Yusuf Shah Chak. It was love at first sight. They married and she
changed her name to Habba Khatoon. Later Yusuf became Prince of Kashmir. Shortly, Akbar
annexed Kashmir and Yusuf was exiled. Zooni then left the palace and roamed the hills and
valleys of Kashmir translating her pain of separation from her beloved in heartbreaking songs.
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Languages, Arts and Culture.

I’ll seek you down the
wandering brooks
Praying we must meet again
I’ll look for you where the
jasmines blow
Don’t tell me we shan’t meet
again.

poetry of unforgettable songs.
Since ancient times Kashmiris
give mystics the liberty to break
social taboos, the brokenhearted space to lament and this
has been one of the reasons why
both these women could carve a
space for themselves in the
Society.

The Nightingale of Kashmir
These poets belonged to very

has been honoured and

different times, yet there is a

revered throughout the

similarity of concerns and

subcontinent. Indian Coast
Guard has named a ship as

CGS Habba Khatoon

after her.

expressions to be found in their works as well as a
unique, individual note. But somehow, down the
historical lane, the culture of women poetry

Habba Khatoons gift to Kashmir is undoubtedly
been kept at the helm of Kashmiri music and
artistic world. The poems she penned down in her
time of grief have been immortalised and her
poetry has inspired many Kashmiri women express

diminished. Is it because of radicalisation of the
Islam by people with vested interests or too much
suppression of feminist feelings? The true Kashmiri
culture is about beauty, love, acceptance and
expression. Lets be true Kashmiris.

their feeling in the form of verse.
Other poetesses relatable to Habba Khatun
were Rupa Bhawani and Arinimal. Laleshwari
also known as Lal ded was another famous
poetess existed before Habba Khatoon in the
14th century and was famous for mystical
compositions. Each of these women charted
their own particular course in life and art,
refusing in her own way, to submit to the roles
assigned by contemporary society. Lal ded and
Rupa Bhawani walked out of their marriages and
the culture of silence to express their spiritual
yearnings in verses of solemn beauty. Zooni and
Arinimal were separated from their lovers,
openly spoke about their physical longing in the

Habba Khatoon Mountain
Waliv aiss sari wessa likhav gavoon taa gazala
Paninav gazalav sath karhoon Kashmir bahar
Panaviv ganivav sath karav aiss lakan hundi
dillan balahav
Yahi cha asia kashrian hndi kashrin hunnz
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BOSNIA : A MODEL FOR LIBERAL ISLAM

T

he majority of Bosnians gradually accepted

women clambered onto stages and removed their

Islam after the Ottomans brought it to the

zar-a black garment resembling todays burka-en

region in the 15th century. They ruled until

masse.

1878, when they lost Bosnia to a longtime rival: the
Austro-Hungarian empire. Many Bosnians at that
point felt uncomfortable under their new rulers and
hence migrated to Turkey. From 1878 to 1918, an
estimated 150,000 emigrated to Turkey.

State-imposed unveiling ultimately culminated in a
legal ban on face veils in 1950. The new law was
presented to the public as the states response to
Muslim womens mass requests. Although some
women did welcome the ban, many ended up more

After World War II, during Communist rule in

isolated as a result of it; they felt they had to stay

Yugoslavia, the emancipation of Muslim women

home because they couldnt go outside with their

was enacted through authoritarian means. The face

heads uncovered. Written and video testimonies

veil was perceived as backward-an obstacle to

confirm the difficulties they endured.

womens participation in the socialist rebuilding of
the newly formed country. The Womens Antifascist
Front, a state-sponsored organization, organized
campaigns to unveil Muslim women in Yugoslavia
from 1947 to 1950. At public unveiling ceremonies,

Concerned for the position of Muslim women in
society, Bosnias highest official Islamic religious
body supported the unveiling campaigns at the
time. It made several statements in 1947 asserting
that veiling ones face and covering ones hands up
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to the wrists was not required by religious code.

time as one of the principles animating its religious

Ibrahim Fejic, a Mufti who then served as the leader

interpretations: Islamic thought can and should

of the Islamic Community in Bosnia and

offer Muslims answers on how to practice Islam

Herzegovina, said Islam asks women to dress

now and onwards. The result is that the

modestly, but that this does not require face veiling

institutions are given an element of flexibility, while

or isolation from the public. He added, It is a sin in

maintaining Islams timelessness. The same

Islam to allow oneself what the religion forbids; it is

institution today asserts its credibility to serve as a

as much a sin to forbid to oneself what the religion

constructive partner for other Muslim communities

permits.

and EU institutions.

Today, the history and practice of Bosnian Islam

Second, forced secularizationincluding bans on

yield a number of noteworthy lessons for those

wearing face veilscan be counterproductive. As the

seeking to cultivate a liberal Islam in Europe.

testimonies of Muslim women from Yugoslavia

One is that an institutionalized, centralized form of
Islam can be highly successful, as seen in the case
of the Islamic Community. This probably cant be
replicated precisely in other European countries-the
Bosnian organization of Islamic religious affairs is
distinct in that it is independent of the state and
incorporates elements of representative democracy
for legislative and representative bodies-but it can
still serve as a useful example to the rest of Europe.

revealed, such restrictions can produce deeply
negative consequences, including insults and
attacks against veiled women. Instead, Muslimsown
questioning of the religious foundations of the face
veil can yield progressive interpretations that feel
authentic because theyre coming from within the
community. For instance, the Bosniak reformist
leadership argued that Islam grants men and
women rights and responsibilities, and unveiling is
both true to Islam and can facilitate womens

The Islamic Community cites the requirements of

access to fulfilling their given rights. Instead of legal
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History of Bosnia and Islam
th

Islam was introduced to Bosnia by Ottomans in 15 Century. It later came under Austro-Hungarian
control in 1878. The authorities were no longer interested in Christianization and guaranteed freedom
of religion. Bosnian Muslims then continued to practice Sufism.

bans or enforced dress codes, democratic Western

that Europe and Islam are far from incompatible-in

governments would do better to promote Muslim

fact, they have been intertwined for centuries.

womens freedom of choice.

Bosnias liberal acceptance of Islam including

Finally, Islamic modernism, born in the 19th

unveiling and contribution of women to the society

century as an effort to reinterpret Islam with a

are praise worthy and can be incorporated in our

liberal spirit, is not as ineffective as some

Kashmiri culture. How can a society progress where

pessimistic commentators on Islam believe. In

50% of the community i.e. womens are hidden

todays Bosnia, Islam is internally diverse: Many

behind veils and they are subject to humiliation and

Muslims see it as part of their cultural heritage,

abuse? Islam advocates a woman to dress

while others emphasize the importance of daily

modestly, that doesnt mean a veil in any way. There

religious rituals.

is a need to understand and accept Islam in its

Our modernist Islamic tradition is not immune to
global trends, including Salafist currents. But

modest and liberal form and not get carried away
along with radical elements.

Bosnias intellectual legacy offers plenty of evidence
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supported by separatists and their over ground workers or indirectly by sympathizers over last three decades as a
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KRF is dexterous, focused forum with overarching mission to mobilize expertise and public opinion to counter
the organized attempt to violate human rights of common innocent Kashmiris of all generations by the nexus and
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entrepreneurs by flaring up allegations of human rights violations on them, thus diverting attention from the real
perpetrators of these violations.
We, at KRF encourage response by likeminded or otherwise, people and organizations, on documents,
articles & video content produced on multiple social media platforms by us to apprise all citizens of such violations.
KRF will endeavor to expose the designs of the perpetrators by studying the past and present and producing the
facts for public scrutiny as part of our research and highlight such events in present, earliest on occurrence.
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SUBJUGATION OF DEMOCRACY BY TERRORISTS & SEPARATISTS
NEXUS THROUGH ELIMINATION OF ALTERNATIVE LEADERSHIP
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PREFACE

SUBJUGATION OF DEMOCRACY BY ELIMINATING ALTERNATE LEADERSHIP

K

ashmir was a peaceful state before 1980s.

Any new political leadership which is not aligned

With the implementation of Pakistani policy

with the Kashmir conflict, Peoples Democratic

of bleeding India through a thousand cuts,

Party (PDP) or National Conference (NC), is

they started large scale training for terrorism

focused towards progress of poor, reviving

against Jammu and Kashmir. Since then, the

education system, industrialization, generating

complete nexus of political leaders, terrorists,

competition, growth of society, modernization and

separatists and foreign power has destabilized the

garnering peace is seen as an existential threat to

situation which led to civil unrest and more than

the Pakistani agenda of Kashmir Conflict and nexus

25,000 deaths.

of political leaders, terrorist and separatists.

This leads to the important question that who is the

This monthly theme is a collection of

ultimate loser? Its the public. The nexus power

articles and human stories focusing on causes of

struggle brought indescribable sufferings to the

deteriorating democracy in the UT, selective

innocent Kashmiris and led to losses in terms of

elimination of potential leaders who could have

loss of life, damage to property, loss of jobs, no

transformed J&K and human stories of related

sustainable means of livelihood, damage to

individuals.

education system, lack of entrepreneurship, lack of
industry setup, radicalization of Islam, disturbed
psychological state of the elders for the fear of
losing their loved ones, smooth functioning of the
society and crawling modernization of the society.
Sometimes it appears as a power struggle

It is believed that during the last 30 years of
dynastic politics in Kashmir, almost 5000 political
leaders have lost their lives to the bullets of unknown gunmen. The previous decade has seen a
sharp rise in political killings mainly aimed at
eliminating the youth leadership which aspires to

between hereditary leadership of Muftis and

challenge corruption, under development and lead

Abdullahs versus the true concept of democracy.

the people on path of progress and prosperity.

LET'S FIGHT FOR TRUE DEMOCRACY, AGAINST NEPOTISM AND HEREDITARY SUCCESSION
AAIE SACHCHE JAMOHRIYAT KE LIYE BHAI BHATIJA KE RITI RIVAAJ AUR JAANSHEEN KE KHILAAF LADE
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DYNASTIC POLITICAL LANDSCAPE
IN KASHMIR
It is believed that during the last 30 years of dynastic politics in Kashmir, almost 5000 political
leaders have lost their lives to the bullets of un-known gunmen. Some legendary personalities
were also eliminated by terrorists, who could have done a remarkable work.

N

ational Conference (NC) is one of the

the ocean of fake promises was holed from below

oldest regional parties in India formed in

by the BJP led central government. The day

1939. It evolved

dreams that NC and PDP kept hallucinating in

by challenging the feudal

minds of the people, manipulating them for their

and autocratic rule and

political gains, went in abeyance. Hence both

only this gained the party

parties seem to be in deep puzzle to drain out the

the widespread name. It

issues within their arrogance filled behaviours that

gained dominance in

damaged the economy of the state from last two

1975 and enjoyed pre-

decades. Both these parties had never dreamt of

eminence for almost a

such a situation to arise and had planned of ruling

century, it also faced a

the state through their future generations to come.

serious crisis of credibility in 1987 and went into

NC supported all forms of corruption, political high-

hibernation in years of armed insurgency in 90s

handedness, and bureaucratic sinecures and gave

and then returned back in 1996.

priority to their own people. For example, the

Another political party
called the Peoples
Democratic Party
(PDP) was formed in
1999, provided as an
alternative to
hegemony of NC
Party. Initially, it won only a single seat but later it
formed an alliance with UPA (United Progressive
Alliance) in 2009.
Both the political parties ruled Kashmir for long
enough, promised people to provide a government
that could satisfy the demands of commoners and
resolve the issues like insurgency and other internal
conflicts within the state. The government shifted
hands from PDP to NC and vice versa but the core
issues were never resolved. The castle of fake
promises crashed and some regional parties jutted
their necks out from August 2019 onwards, when

majority of the job holders in Jammu and Kashmir
were siblings of the political workers, even though
they didnt have required qualification for the jobs,
which left the state economy in shambles. In
education department, the teacher to student ratio
was way higher than the acceptable standards, thus
the teachers were hired but there were less
students. Under qualified employees, who were
hired for the government job, still cant write their
names well, rendering fruitful service to the nation
is a long shot. This is the kind of favour, NC
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government has given to Kashmiris. On the other

succession to end so that a new beginning of the

hand Sayeed Dynasty never saw the sun setting

dynamic leaders, who can touch the nerves of the

from their yards. All high order posts were taken by

society well and pulsate it thoroughly till the

Sayeeds for they sought themselves to be supreme

frustration comes to an end.

than the rest of the Kashmiris.

if the new political parties sweep the residue of

Influential government posts were held by their
relatives who in turn assisted them to nullify legal
disputes arising out of their wrong doings. Since
2019, there are lot of transitions in government but
opportunities were never shared equally amongst
the people. So the rich became richer and poor
became poorer. This marked the death of talent in
garbage of the political orientation. The aims and
objectives of the parties could have been faithful for
quite some time while campaigning but once they
were enthroned, only almighty knew conditions of
masses. The situation could have evolved if there
was a huge contest or multi-party competition i.e.
alternative leadership, whether independent or local
parties, but such rising leaders were seen as a
threat to existing nexus of political leaders, terrorists
and separatists and hence were assassinated by
unknown gunmen.

Slowly and steadily

those big fishes, it might then be a new political
revolution in the history of Jammu and Kashmir.
Assimilation of youth in political activities would
tear the tensions that grew in minds of the jobless
youth also their energies will put a fuel inside the
political grounds of valley and shall squeeze the
throats of militant outfits, responding them by
putting the full stops over their apertures. As a case
study, we can consider Waseem Bari of Bandipura.
He was killed in a militant attack. He was known for
his philanthropist activities, he had set a public
grievance cell, where people visited in long queues
to get help. He gained prominence in no time but
unfortunately came down under bullets of terrorists.
He still set an example by becoming a leader and
being joined by the people in large gatherings. If
more such leaders rise, then no one will dare talk ill
and none could question the integrity of youth with
nations growth and overall development. No main

The killing of the
alternate leadership
is a talk of
immediate concern,
which is one healthy
step towards
resolving the
miseries of the
people. It is time for

stream party can absorb the emergence of new
faces into political arena of valley, as PDP and NC
had longer sought Kashmir to be their career
option for themselves and for their family
members as well. The nexus needs to be puzzled
out and cogitated in proper way to ensure the
least possible attacks in future and conservation
of human wealth in figures of young and dynamic
leadership.

hereditary

The irony of the UT of Jammu and Kashmir is that the peoples government, chosen by the
masses became self-obsessed, dynastic corporate, who once elected conveniently forgot
the masses. They turned a blind eye to the miseries of the masses. Masses were left at the
mercy of gun totting terrorists who created an atmosphere of fear and disharmony. Honest
leadership was brutalized and many times gunned down by unknown gunmen whose
only aim was to keep the society in darkness. The Valley of Kashmir has suffered
immensely at the hands of dynastic politics and now longs for a dynamic, young, forward
minded and progressive leadership.
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DYNASTIES, SEPARATISTS AND TERRORISTS DON’T WANT
TO SEE ALTERNATIVE LEADERSHIP PROSPER IN THE VALLEY
Kashmiris mourned his death with such grief and
sorrow that had perhaps been equalled only by the
death of Mahatma Gandhi in India.
The reins of the NC were passed on to the Sheikh's
eldest son, Farooq Abdullah. Over the years, the
popularity of Dr Abdullah started dwindling till he
faced political challenges first from his brother-inlaw, G M Shah who toppled his government in 1984
and became Chief Minister of the state. Farooq
Abdullah retained power in 1987 elections, but he
was no longer the unchallenged leader of the
masses.

O

n 05 Aug 2019, Art 370 of the
Constitution was abrogated revoking
special Status of State of Jammu and

Kashmir. The state was further divided into Union
Territories of Ladakh and Jammu and Kashmir.
Prior to this, there was lot of power struggle
between the erstwhile State and Central
government at Delhi. The Abdullahs, undoubtedly
dominated the political arena of J&K for more than
80 years.
Sheikh Muhammad
Abdullah, the founder
of National
Conference (NC)
Party, became the first
President of Muslim
Conference. His
mesmerizing political
speeches coupled
with recitation of the holy Quran, held such a sway
over the Kashmiris that the Sheikh instantaneously
became their messiah. When he died in 1982,

It was during those turbulent times that NC's arch
rival and political opponent of the Abdullahs, Mufti
Muhammad Sayeed formed his own political party,
the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) to lay the
foundation of Kashmir's second political dynasty,
the Muftis. Sayeed claimed to fight against the
dynastic rule of the Abdullahs and in the process he
succeeded in laying the foundation of state's
second political dynasty. He became the Chief
Minister of the state in 2002 when he headed a
PDP-Congress ruling coalition in the state.

Dynasties, Separatists and Terrorists don't want to see alternative leadership to prosper in the valley.
Strengthening of nationalistic forces in the UT including original inhabitants of J&K meant ending of
political hegemony of certain sections of political class.
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the municipal councillor Rakesh Pandita serves as a
perfect metaphor for Kashmir. Pandita, elected
through BJP, was part of the group called fortress
of militants in Kashmir and was trying to return
Kashmir to their forefathers. Panditas assassination
ensured that terrorism trumped over democracy as
the radical part of Kashmir perceived Panditas
dream as a major threat. His dream could have
paved the way for the rebirth of communal
In 2014, Sayeeds PDP joined hands with the
rightwing BJP ostensibly for the development of the
state. Sayeed passed away in 2016 and his
daughter, Mehbooba Mufti became the chief
minister to start the ruling tenure for the second
generation of Kashmir's second political dynasty.

harmony and would have given the people of
Kashmir an opportunity at a peaceful coexistence.
Pandita wasnt the first one and he certainly wont
be the last. The assassinations of people like Judge
Neelkanth Ganjoo, Tika Lal Taploo, Prem Nath,
Lassa Kaul and Sarla etc have destroyed any
chance for Kashmir to have new leadership which
can perhaps change its bloodied history. The
political dynasties dont want to see alternative
leadership prosper as it would curtail their political
power. Alternative leadership would reduce their
stronghold on the policies of Kashmir, which would
expose their corruption. This gravely threatens the
development of Kashmir and its people.

Although their sway over the masses, has over the
years, been largely compromised, yet these two
dynasties are still pivotal to the politics of the state.

Effect of Radicalism and Terrorism in
Subjugating democracy in Kashmir
Democracy is raised on the core principle that
people have the power to elect their
representatives. Abraham Lincoln gave the famous

Crawling Development in Kashmir

description of democracy spoken at his Gettysburg

Long before the monopolistic control of Abdullahs

Address i.e. democracy is government of the

and Muftis over Kashmir, it was Hari Singh who

people, by the people, for the people that shall not

wanted Jammu & Kashmir to be separate from

perish from the earth. While this was true when

both India and Pakistan. Hari Singh signed a

spoken by Lincoln in 1863, recent events in

standstill treaty with Pakistan which was breached

Kashmir threaten democracy and everything it

when Pakistan invaded Jammu & Kashmir in 1947.

stands for. Democracy is at a standstill in Kashmir

Hari Singh signed the Instrument of Accession with

as its very soul is being threatened. The murder of

India and sought help from India. Hari Singh
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political sections. It is understandable
why it is so since it is a certain political
class that has reaped the benefit from the
article as the common people suffered.
Articles 370 and 35A of the Constitution
not only hampered economic
development by preventing private parties
from investing in the Himalayan valley but
also facilitated a monopolistic control of
the political structure by the Abdullahs
and the Muftis.
Simply put, because of Article 370 and
35A, it had become impossible for the
reforms to reach the state of Jammu and
Kashmir, though the same reforms
transformed the lives of Indians in the
rest parts of India.
This is how Abdullah and Mufti of the
sought special privileges for his people on the lines

state along with some separatists in the valley had

of denying outsiders the right to own property in

the monopoly of political discourse in the state.

the state. This law restricted the right to own
property in Jammu and Kashmir in line of
inheritance only. This had been brought apparently
to keep the Britishers away from the salubrious
Valley of Kashmir.

The political leaders from political families such as
Abdullah and Mufti always prospered while the state
went poorer. With the different set of laws, the
political class and separatists had shut down the
state for others and provoked some sections in the

This demand from Hari Singh materialized in the

society to indulge in violence, so that they can

form of Article 370 of the Indian Constitution,

blackmail the Centre for more funds that eventually

which gave Jammu and Kashmir special status and

land up in their own purses.

Article 35A of the Indian Constitution, which
empowered the Jammu and Kashmir state's
legislature to define "permanent residents" of the

Millions of Indians in J&K voted for Lok Sabha
elections but refrained from exercising this right in

state and provide special rights and privileges to
them. Article 35A was surreptitiously included in
the Indian Constitution in 1954 and the law allows
the State Government to discriminate between
citizens.
When Article 370
was revoked from
the Indian
Constitution, the
biggest uproar
came from certain

other polls. They knew that their children would not
get government jobs, as the same were reserved for
a select few. They could not own property and their
children were rarely admitted to government
institutions. The heirs of ladies marrying outside the
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State were disinherited from owning or inheriting

corruption deprives the poor and vulnerable masses

property. Due to Article 35A, the state did not have

of essential services. They are subjected to

adequate financial resources and that its ability to

constant fear and extortion, while the situation is

raise more funds was crippled. No investor was

exploited for their own gains by the rich, influential

willing to set up an industry, hotel, private

and the political elite. Corruption, when thus

educational institutions or private hospitals since he

institutionalized in a conflict zone, contributes to

could neither buy land or property; nor could his

and becomes a prominent factor in social unrest

executives. Wards of common men suffered as they

and insurgency, eventually becoming a tool in the

could neither get government jobs nor admission

hands of terror organizations and transnational

to colleges. This prevented enrichment, resource

organized crime networks.

generation and job creation.

The impact of rampant corruption and nepotism in

Revoking Article 370 meant ending the political

Jammu and Kashmir (J&K)  one of the worlds

hegemony of certain sections of political class and

hottest conflict zones  is now being felt in other

initiated the process of strengthening nationalist

parts of India, clearly indicating that it is not merely

forces in the valley that included lakhs of original

a problem confined to the border State, but has

inhabitants of Jammu and Kashmir, who were

emerged as a threat to national security. Despite

forcefully thrown out from their places, when the

repeated attempts, the Anti-Terror Squad (ATS) had

ugly face of terrorism had shown its face in the

been denied access to official records by the J&K

early 1990s.

government, which, by itself, had failed to take any

Role of Corruption
While politics in Jammu & Kashmir hampered its
economic development drastically, corruption is
also another problem which contributed
significantly to the states problem. The Centre for
Media Studies (CMS) conducted a survey in its India

action against those involved. Corruption in J&K
has undermined the trust of the Kashmiris in
democracy and now poses a direct challenge to not
only peace operations within the State but has now
emerged as a looming national security threat.

Conclusion

Corruption Study 2017 and Jammu & Kashmir

As stated before, democracy is at a standstill in

ranked fourth as the most corrupted state in India.

Kashmir. There is no doubt that the families in

This was not the first time that corruption in

Kashmir which possess the monopolistic control

Kashmir was apparently highlighted in a survey. In

over its politics have a hand to play in the current

2005, the Transparency International (TI), a

state of things in Kashmir. Their power will be

Germany based non-profit organization, ranked

threatened if alternative leaders gain the trust of the

Kashmir as the second most corrupt state in India.

people and in order to stop this, rampant killings

This survey also labelled the state as alarmingly

take place on a daily basis. These families not only

corrupt. When corruption is well established in any

threaten the democracy in the region, their corrupt

state, it not only undermines the state institutions

politics hampers the socio-economic development

and their authority but also creates widespread

of the region, which directly affects the citizens of

anguish and anger among the masses. If left

Kashmir. Abrogation of article 370 was the first step

unaddressed for decades together, it creates an

in the right direction and if followed upon correctly,

unstable environment that is susceptible to

can serve as the beginning of a new and peaceful

disturbance triggered by internal as well as external

era for Kashmir.

factors. In conflict zones like Kashmir, acute
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TERRORISTS SEPARATISTS NEXUS-

A BLOT ON THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS
IN KASHMIR

T

en political workers of different political

Valley would be invariably a mute spectator. There

parties were shot dead by 'unidentified

would be no shutdown, no public condemnation

gunmen', widely believed to be terrorists in

and no special treatment to the news on the front

the first half of the year. Even as it does not take

pages of the local newspapers.

long for the family members of a victim and the

The situation has changed since the Central

residents of a neighbourhood to ascertain the

government at Delhi initiated a crackdown on the

identity of the assassins, media persons and

separatists after Pulwama attack that left 40

politicians do conveniently call them 'unidentified

paramilitary personnel dead in February 2019.

gunmen.' For years, the behaviour of the muted

Particularly after Abrogation of Article 370 and

civil society after every assassination has implicitly

conversion of the state into two Union Territories in

pointed fingers towards the assailants.

August 2019, there has been little reaction to a
killing.

Even as some militant outfits owned responsibility
If an assassination was believed or perceived to be

for some political assassinations in Kashmir in the

the craftwork of pro-government police or security

beginning in 1989-90, nobody has thereafter

forces, there would be protests and shutdown

claimed any killing that had a potential to cause

called-in by the Jihadis. There would also be a

outrage among the people.

beeline of media persons, politicians and human

As some high-profile political assassinations-like

rights activists to the victim's home and an

that of Mirwaiz Farooq in 1990 and Qazi Nisar

abundance of the condemnation statements.

Ahmad in 1994-evoked serious public reactions,

On the contrary, whenever the elimination was

the government and the separatist militants would

perceived to have been done by the militants, the

invariably blame each other. Thirty years later,

The assassination of potent leadership is an old trend in Kashmir. Its roots lie in insecurity to terrorists,
falling away from political discourse, public opinions and standing against terrorism. One with belief
and faith in democracy seems a potential threat to them.
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personal security officers (PSOs) got killed. His
retaliatory firing left one of the assailants dead. He
was later identified as Shabir Ahmad Shah of Tral.
The J&K Police claimed that before joining
militancy Shah had remained "right hand man" of
the former Hizbul Mujahideen chief Riyaz Naikoo.

Kashmir does not seem to have changed much as
everybody fears fatal reprisal by the political terrorist
and separatist nexus. "There have been several
political killings which had clear signature of a
guerrilla outfit. Still the same organization issued
condemnation statements and passed the buck to
the other side as no scientific evidence like CCTV
footage was left behind. Almost all the killers have
used facemasks to hide their identity. In many
cases, hit orders and condemnation have flown
concurrently from the same organization," says a
senior Kashmiri journalist now based in New Delhi.
Separatist leader Abdul Gani Bhat once declared

The current spree of political killings began with a
fatal attack on the Congress Sarpanch Ajay Pandita
in Larkipora, Anantnag on June 8. On 8th July, BJP
leader Sheikh Waseem Bari was shot dead along
with his brother and father, who were also his party
activists, at Bandipora.

that all of the Valley's political and intellectual
leaders had been killed "not by India, but by our
own men".

On 6th August 2020, BJP Sarpanch Sheikh Sajad
Ahmad was shot dead at Vessu, Qazigund. On
August 9th, BJP leader
Abdul Hamid Najjar was
It happens very rarely that an assassin is captured

gunned down at

alive or killed in the retaliatory firing from a

Ompora, Budgam.

protected person's security guards. A rarest of the
rare incidents happened lately at Nunnar in
Ganderbal where the unidentified gunmen'
attacked the BJP leader Ghulam Qadir on Oct 6.
The targeted leader survived but one of his

On September 23,
chairman of Block
Development Council
Khag, Bhupinder Singh,
was shot dead at his
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home. On October 29, three BJP activists were
gunned down at YK Pora in Kulgam.

subsequently in Pulwama.
Veteran politician Maulana Mohammad Sayeed

Over 5,000 pro-Indian political activists have been

Masoodi was shot dead at the age of 87 years by

killed in identical attacks in Kashmir since 1989.

terrorists of Hizbullah at his home in Ganderbal in

Some estimates put

December 1990. Ex-MLA Peer Mohammad Shafi

this number at 7,000.

was among scores of the prominent political

The first political killing
was that of the
National Conference
(NC) activist

activists shot dead in 1991. Ex-MLA Mohammad
Subhan Bhat and his brother Showkat were also
killed in Tral in 1991. Their third brother Fayaz
Ahmad was shot dead in 2002.

Mohammad Yusuf

Former Peoples League leader Sheikh Abdul Aziz

Halwai in downtown

got killed in an incident of the Police firing on

Srinagar on August

Srinagar-Uri Road in August 2008. A number of JEI

21, 1989. He had

activists were killed during the Ikhwan era of 1995-

reportedly refused to put off the lights of his home

98. In October 2005, Ghulam Nabi Lone of Peoples

on the 15 August when Independence Day was

Democratic Party (PDP) was the first sitting minister

being celebrated, this was at a time
when, when NC's Farooq Abdullah
was chief minister and the
JKLF had called for a black
out.'
Bharatiya Jana Sangh
leader Tika Lal Taploo
was shot dead on
September 13, 1989
in Habbakadal,
Srinagar. Firebrand
politician and former
independent MLA Mir
Mustafa was kidnapped
and his bullet-riddled
body was thrown at
Batmaloo - close to the
Police Headquarters and
Srinagar Police Control Room - on 25
March.
CPI leader Abdul Sattar Ranjoor was also killed in
March 1990, followed by ex-minister Sheikh Jabbar
in April 1990 and ex-MLA Sheikh Mansoor in May
1990. Ghulam Qadir Wani and his son Nazir
Ahmad Wani, both NC's ex-MLAs, were also killed

who was killed in a suicide attack inside
his home, in Tulsibagh, Srinagar.
Scores of Urban Local Body
members, Panchs and
Sarpanchs and other
leaders of different
political parties have
also been
assassinated in
Jammu and
Kashmir.
History of Jammu
and Kashmir
democracy is marred
with such incidents of
killings by terrorists and
separatists nexus for
elimination of alternative
leadership which pose or is perceived
as a threat to power of certain specific political
groups, personal agendas, hereditary succession,
suppressive, closed society and radicalised
implementation of Islam. Clearly this is overlooking
growth and welfare of the society at large.
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A KASHMIRI YOUNG LEADER:
AFTER ABROGATION OF ARTICLE 370

I

n 1990s, thousands of Kashmiri boys escaped

the doctored stories he had heard from his

across high mountains into Pakistan for arms

acquaintances. Owing to the current incident

training and to return for fight against Indian

wherein he keenly noticed, how security forces

troops. For kids, it was a thrilling experience to see

risked their own lives to fight for the peace of the

big boys with big guns. Only few kids thought of

Kashmir, changed the perspective of young Javed

going to school and pick up books instead of guns.

and motivated him to reject separatist thinking.

One fine morning, a school bus filled with small

At the time of incident, Master Javed was in 4th

innocent children was headed towards Govt

standard. He was amongst the bright students of

Primary School. As the bus moved through the

his class. Later, he completed matriculation from

town, roaring noise of guns soared through the

Anantnag Secondary School and higher secondary

blissful morning. Children quickly estimated a flight

school from Srinagar. He further pursued higher

between terrorists and security forces. Army

studies and finally got employed as a teacher in a

persons quickly came and escorted the school bus

Secondary School. Javed was upset due to the

out to a safe place. Javed, 10 years, was among the

poor administrative infrastructure in his village;

students present in the school bus. Earlier, he had a

hence after three years of service, he decided to

negative outlook towards security forces because of

contest in Panchayat Elections.
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Article 370 was a road blocker in the developmental and investment sector of the valley. Now, the
violence has shown a dip, and people accepted it wholeheartedly, voices only rise from ancestral
looters of the economy of UT.
Javed was hard-working and a genuine person who

Abrogation of Article 370 and Article 35A saw

was always eager to help his community men. He

maximum resistance from the political class for

won the elections and became youngest sarpanch

obvious reasons. The abrogation resulted in

of his village. He worked hard to build better

effective implementation of government policies,

infrastructure in his village. He was the sarpanch of

provided equal opportunities to SC, ST and other

his village in 2019 during abrogation of Article 370

minorities in all walks of life, enabled businessmen

and Article 35A.

to set up businesses in J&K leading to more job

The villagers were not happy with the decision of
Delhi, however, Javed convinced them that the
decision will allow implementation of government
policies for the betterment of society and provide
more employment avenues.
Since, he was favouring the
decision of central government;
he started receiving life threats
from separatists. His daughter,
who was school going by this
time was being harassed by
goons and his son was being
bullied. He and his wife were
socially boycotted due to
separatists pressure.

opportunities and development of the State and
provided opportunity for alternative political
leadership other than Abdullahs and Muftis.
To destabilize the situation, the political stream
continues to harass alternative
leadership to suppress them
and prove present changes to
be futile. Young leaders like
Javed have faced the brunt of
political suppression. The
availability of conducive,
supportive and nurturing
environment is a prerequisite
for establishment of popular
political will.

LET'S RISE ABOVE PROPAGANDA OF POLITICAL, TERRORIST AND
SEPARATISTS NEXUS AND ESTABLISH A TRUE DEMOCRACY
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WASEEM BARI: THE YOUTH ICON

W

aseem Bari, 28 of Mushamabad was the

partys confidence within a shorter span of time.

prominent face of BJP in district

People irrespective of individual ideologies used to

Bandipore who had been the senior

get benefited from Sheikh Waseem Bari, such was

most leader of the said party since revocation of

the impression and his dedication towards

Article 370 in August 2019. He was young,

collective welfare of people. The grievance cell set

enthusiastic, inspiring and a vibrant leader whose

up by Waseem worked 24×7 which benefited the

involvement in politics inspired hundreds of youth

locals, and the faith that locals reposed in him

to trust in mother democracy and this way Waseem

could be seen by the long queues of people outside

polarized the radical thoughts and encouraged the

his house waiting to meet him. He once said We

youth to believe in political solution of the troubles

are committed for change in political system of

people had faced since decades.

Bandipora, and helping poor people is my first

Waseem Bari was known for his anti-corruption

priority and always remains my concern.

campaigning which differentiated him from big

Unfortunately, Waseem Bari compassion, appeal

fishes of political pond. All the people who showed

and intentions to improve the well being of locals

their interests in signing the peace process carried

as also his increasing popularity amongst the

by the dynamic, hardworking and philanthropist

masses was too much to bear and he was killed by

leader were garlanded and thus they waived the

the terrorists along with his father and brother. The

white flags through Baris enormous efforts. Bari

incident was carried out on 8th of July 2020

had excellent understanding and organizing skills,

around 9 PM while Waseem was inside shop-cum-

his dedication gained him the position in party

residence along with his father Bashir Ahmad

among large elephants of political career. Its highly

Sheikh and the brother Umar Sultan.

tough to achieve bulky faith of people and the

The seemingly endless cycles of tragedy in Kashmir has now embarked on a melancholic phase of
competitive iconography. On one side certain sections romanticise a militants death, on the other side
those envisioning a time when Kashmir youth foresee their future on the path Waseem choose.
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GH NABI PANDIT: A LEADER COMMITTED TO
CAUSE OF PEOPLE & DEVELOPMENT
h Nabi Pandit, 65, a

G

developments in contemporary

resident of Shadimarg

politics and emergence of

area of Pulwama was a

alternative leadership has only

senior leader of Congress. He got

fuelled this further. In a

the name Patel for his lengthy

democratic country indulging in

association with Congress Ahmed

political activity or nurturing

Patel. Patel started his journey in

ideology is a basic right

politics in 1970s as congressman

guaranteed by the constitution.

with Mufti Sayeed. As a political

Such mindless killings of

activist Patel was kidnapped twice

alternative, emerging leadership

during troubled 90s for his alleged

are a violation of human rights.

association with the Congresss

Every citizen is entitled to serve the people and do

leader Ghulam Nabi Azad. He also survived two

good to the society, providing opportunities;

attempts on his life. In 1996, Patel contested state

nourishing economic activities would benefit the

election on mandate of Janta Dal, but lost with a

people but curtailing the freedom to choose their

little margin of less than 100 votes. In 2002, Patel

representatives is sheer injustice done in the name

contested elections on a Congress ticket from

of Jihad.

Rajpora constituency, but this time he lost with a
huge margin. Later in 2014, just before state
assembly elections, Patel joined PDP. He was
warmly welcomed in party folds by Mufti Sayeed
during the public rally in presence of Haseeb
Drabu, partys own candidate from Rajpora. This
time Mufti told people that Patel has come home. A
long associate of Mufti, Patel worked tirelessly to
help party secure Rajpora constituency. Patel was a
senior leader who had an ultimate goal of fulfilling
the needs of the people and to meet the demands
of poor people. By changing his orientation to
various political parties, he tried hard for the
development and welfare of citizens. Yet he was
ruthlessly killed on 25 April 2018 while returning
from Yader to Pulwama in Rajpora Chowk, in the
same incident his PSO was also severely injured.
Though assault and killing of political leaders is
not new to Kashmiri politics, however, recent

If political activities are halted, how can the public
resources be utilized in a proper way, and how
could economic activities take a flight? Such
questions need a long introspection by all the
gunmen and the commoners if not hammering
their minds. While the world seems busy in Nanotechnology, Robotics and Mission Mars, we
Kashmiris are being kept busy in discussing and
brain storming the role of terrorist outfits and their
effect in modern scenario. One must bear in mind
that this gun-culture had put us in a ditch where we
are being stained for decades now, and other states
roll over roads of success and prosperity. The
growing cases of suicides are another catastrophe
laid and put on our heads by the bullshit gunculture. Thus, normalization of political activity is
seed to grow the green canopy of development and
an end to the misery of people.

Terrorists have an extreme hatred for the development model in Kashmir, because it is the maiden way
to establish peace and mitigate the ever growing problems of the people. Earning a name in the field
of growth mirrors democratic mindset and large acceptance by people.
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SERVING HOMELAND: THE DEMOCRACTIC WAY

F

or centuries, women have played a very

Abdul left home and

significant role in shaping Kashmir and

went across the

Kashmiri culture, yet seldom have their

border for training

contributions received the recognition they deserve.

as Jihadi. He

Most of the women were not allowed to express

came back after

their views in this male dominated society.

three months as
a terrorist cadre
of Hizbul
Mujahideen.
Fatima never
wanted Abdul to join
militancy. She completed
higher secondary education from Srinagar.
Meanwhile Abdul was killed in an encounter with
security forces. She always knew and feared that
Abduls association with terrorist outfit will lead to
this end result. Post this incident, she completed

In 1990s, when militancy had just started, many
young people had joined militancy and went for
training across Line of Control into Pakistan
occupied Kashmir. There were certain villages in
which at least one person from every house
contributed directly or indirectly to the militancy. At
the time when operation started and militants were
neutralized, the graph of widows per village rose
exponentially.

her post-graduation in MA (History) from Delhi
University and took up job as a History Teacher in
Senior Secondary School Srinagar. Having taught
for three years she concluded that the ongoing
issues could not be resolved through guns. By this
time, Article 370 and 35A of the Constitution were
abrogated leading to change in political status of
J&K State. It was now divided into two Union
Territories i.e. J&K UT and Ladakh UT. The

Fatima, 9 years old saw AK-47 for the first time

abrogation also led to huge turbulence in political

when her brother Abdul joined militancy. Soon

fraternity and unrest in local populace. Print and
Electronic media were filled with
hate speeches against central
government and this decision. It
resulted in stone pelting and
markets were shut down at
many places. Fatima was aware
of the benefits of the abrogation
of Article 370. As a result of
recent political changes,
panchayat system was
introduced which was beneficial
for grass root political activities.
However, the existing old
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society and lead her people on the path of progress
and development.
The District Development Council (DDC) polls were
the first major elections held in the Union territory
(UT) of Jammu and Kashmir after the Central
government scrapped the erstwhile states semiautonomous status and divided it into two separate
political parties didnt want this to happen as it

UTs: J&K and Ladakh.

would have led to decrease in their own political

The real issue being subsumed in the electoral

hold. Fatima decided to fill in this political void and

politics is the creation of a new and unique layer of

participate in District Development Council (DDC)

elected representatives  a junior MLA or a senior

elections.

Panch, depending
on how one looks
at it. DDC
elections have
reinforced the
institutional
structure of
participative
democracy
wherein citizens
elect representatives to three tiers of governance
provided for in the Constitution  Parliament,
legislative assemblies and the panchayats. Another
governance layer  the DDC  is being directly

Owing to her understanding of history and touch
with AWAM, she could easily identify issues and
their solutions. She gained popularity in her area
which was seen as a threat to the dominance of
existing political groups. Despite
threats and male discrimination,
she emerged as the first woman
Chairperson of her DDC.
Fatima emerged as an
inspiration for the girls. She
motivated them to complete
their higher education and join
political stream. As DDC
Member, she continues her hard
work for progress and
development and it is her is her
deepest desire to do good for the

elected in J&K. By electing 14 members each to 20
DDCs, the existing architecture of legislative
democracy in J&K has been reinforced and
redesigned.
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SUMMARY OF POLITICAL KILLINGS POST 05 AUG 2019
SINCE ABROGATION OF ARTICLE 370, THERE HAVE BEEN NUMEROUS RENEWED ATTEMPTS AT
ELIMINATING ALTERNATIVE LEADERSHIP WHICH COULD BE THREAT TO THE DESIGNS OF THE
EVIL NEXUS. THE NEXUS DOES NOT WANT PEACE TO RETURN TO KASHMIR AND SUBJUGATION
OF DEMOCRACY HAS BEEN CORNERSTONE OF THE POLICY OF PAK HANDLERS WHICH IS CLEARLY
VISIBLE FROM THE INCIDENTS LISTED BELOW:



On 05 Oct 2019, Terrorists opened fire at a

(head of the Panchayat, village level local self-

former Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) worker,

Government institution) of a village in Anantnag

identified as Sajad Hussain Mantoo, at his

District.

residence in Kokernag area leaving him injured



in Anantnag District.


Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader, his father

On 31 Oct 2019, Terrorists set on fire two

and brother were shot dead by terrorists in

vehicles, one of which belonged to a local

Bandipora District.

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader in Kulgam



District.


On 15 Jul 2020, Vice President Municipal
Committee Watergam in Baramulla, who is also

On 26 Nov 2019, Two civilians, including a

a Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) local leader,

Panch were killed and eight others injured in

Merajud Din Malla, abducted by LeT terrorists

two separate terrorist attacks in Srinagar and

from Baramulla District.

Anantnag Districts.


On 08 Jul 2020, Waseem Ahmad Bari, a

On 08 Jun 2020, Terrorists shot dead Sarpanch



On 04 Aug 2020, Terrorists fired upon and
critically injured a Sarpanch (head of the
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Panchayat, village level local self-Government





institution) at Akhran Qazigund in Kulgam

Development Officer (BDO), four Central

District.

Reserve Police Force (CRPF) personnel and a
Policeman were injured in a grenade attack in

On 06 Aug 2020, Sajad Ahmad Khanday,

Tawheed Chowk area in Ganderbal District.

Sarpanch (head of the Panchayat, village level
local self-Government institution), affiliated with





Policeman were killed and another Councillor

by terrorists near his home at Vessu in Qazigund

was injured in a terrorists attack in Sopore area

area in Kulgam District.

in Baramulla District.

On 10 Aug 2020, Abdul Hamid Najar, a Bhartiya



Tral Rakesh Pandita was killed by terrorists in

critically injured by militants in Budgam District

Tral.


president Kulgam- Gh Rasool and his wife,
Jawhara Banoo were killed, in Lal Chowk

(BDC) Chairman of Khag in Budgam District of

Anantnag.


shot dead near his ancestral residence at

which his 2 year old child was killed, while 6
other family members were injured.

On 06 Oct 2020, Terrorists attacked a Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) leader leaving his personal



security guard dead, while a terrorist was killed

armed terrorists in Brazloo, Kulgam.


(BJP) workers were shot dead by terrorists in Y

membership of the party, due to death threats
from terrorists.

On 14 Dec 2020, Terrorists killed a security

at Natipora area in Srinagar District.

On 20 Aug 2021, BJP leader for Noorabad
constituency in charge resigned from the basic

K Pora area of Qazigund in Kulgam District.

guard of Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) leader

On 17 Aug 2021, BJP constituency incharge
identified as Javaid Ahmad Dar was killed by

in the retaliatory action in Ganderbal District.
On 29 Oct 2020, Three Bharatiya Janata Party

On 12 Aug 2021, BJP Mandal President Jasbir
Singhs home was attacked with grenade, in

Dalwash village in the Budgam District.



On 9 Aug 2021, BJP Kisan Morcha District

On 23 Sep 2020, Block Development Council

Jammu and Kashmir, Bhupinder Singh, was



On 02 June 2021, BJP leader and president MC

Janata Party (BJP) worker, who was shot at and

Srinagar District of J&K early on August 10..



On 29 Mar 2021, A Municipal Councillor and a

the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), was shot dead

on August 9, succumbed to his injuries in



On 23 Dec 2020, Six persons including Block



On 19 Aug 2021, Apni Party leader Gh Hassan
Lone was killed by terrorists in Devsar Kulgam.
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PREFACE

Hartal
Hartal is a term derived from Gujarati dialect

been hurting the common people of Kashmir do

signifying the closing down of shops and

make a valid point. But the question is: Will the

warehouses with the goal of satisfying a demand.

out-on-the-limb and unscrupulous separatists, who

Mahatma Gandhi, who hailed from Gujarat, used

have been surviving and thriving on the blood and

the term to refer to his pro-independence general

sweat of the poor, will pay any heed to such

strikes which were largely non-violent thereby,

counsels? This is the question only they can

effectively institutionalizing the term.

answer.

In India, the growth of modern nationalism is

History bears witness to the fact that whenever any

intimately connected to the anti-colonial movement

dispute occurs, and wherever a disturbed political

in the form of Hartals and Bandhs. The sense of

exercise, complemented by violence is found, its

being oppressed under colonialised British rule

the common man who has to pay the cost of

provided a shared bond that tied many different

conflict. The absence of sustainable peace, and

groups and communities together. Hartals during

presence of subsequent shutdowns, curfews and a

the pre-independent era were in the form of mass

civil strife that follows, does not only result in the

protest, involving a total shutdown of workplaces,

loss of human lives, but also makes the society

offices, shops, and courts of law. It was then being

economically weak. Over the last twenty-five years,

legislated as a tool against the oppressors as the

protracted cycles of unrest, terrorism, proxy war

resources were being denied to the common man.

and heightened animosity between India and

However, in the present day Kashmir, the actual

Pakistan, have propelled the decline of sustainable

essence of Hartals has been lost sight of.

development in the region of South Asia. In the

Even the supporters of anti-India movement in
Kashmir have started opposing the politics of hartal
being indulged in by separatist leadership in the
Valley. Courtesy the hartals in Kashmir which have
become a common affair, it is only the Kashmiri
who is deprived of a normal day's routine. 'Who are
we punishing here and how does India get affected
if we boycott economic activity and work'. Those
who oppose the politics of hartal saying it has failed
to help the separatists' cause and that it has only

Valley of Kashmir, Hartals, (Shutdowns/Bandhs)
have been advertised as a form of resistance, yet
thirty years down the line, no alternate course has
been developed by Separatists, in order to
politically and peacefully pursue their, debatable,
ideologies. On the contrary, Hartals have been
made a much clichéd response to each situation
irrespective of the contemplation of the magnitude
of the damage it brings in the social and economic
life of the people of Jammu & Kashmir.
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EFFECT OF HARTALS/ BANDHS
ON KASHMIR’S ECONOMY

Hartals in Kashmir are basic cause for social, political and economic instability in Kashmir

Introduction

resistance, yet thirty years down the line, no

History bears witness to the fact that whenever any

Separatists. On the contrary, Hartals have been

dispute occurs, and wherever a disturbed political

made a much clichéd response to each situation

exercise complemented by violence is found, its

irrespective of the consequential damage it brings

the common man who has to pay the cost of

in the social and economic life of the people of

conflict. The absence of sustainable peace, and the

Jammu & Kashmir. The frequent shutdowns have

presence of subsequent shutdowns, curfews and

played a major role in depriving the society with

civil strife that follows, does not only result in the

viable growth over the last three decades. Because

loss of human lives but also makes the society

of violent repercussions, people unwillingly and

economically weak. Over the last twenty-five years,

forcibly seem to have accepted this response

protracted cycles of unrest, terrorism, proxy war

without having the space to question whether it is a

and heightened animosity between India and

path that leads them to propagated objectives or a

Pakistan, have propelled the decline of sustainable

disaster that is taking them far away from

development in the valley. In the Valley of Kashmir,

sustainable development. This paper will provide a

Hartals, have been advertised as a form of

perspective on how Hartals (shutdowns) cause an

alternate course has been developed by
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After the death of Burhan Wani, in 2016, the Valley
witnessed Hartals imposed by Separatists for
months. Violent clashes between terrorists, stonepelters and security forces caused a lot of
bloodsheds, including injuries and death of
civilians, burning of government property, burning
of schools and private property, and huge
economic losses to businesses.

immense degradation in the social and political life

The Idea of Hartal; Reason for Chaos

of the people of Jammu & Kashmir and how it has

A lot of narrations have been sketched out on the

led to the downfall of the economy of the State.

issue of Jammu & Kashmir, the conflict and on-

Hartals in J&K; A Brief History

going violence in the Valley, but very little has been

Hartals in the Kashmir Valley date back in the past,
since then it has been a historical glitch. The first
organized protest was organized by the shawl
weavers in 1865 followed by the Silk Factory labour

written on the impact it has on the social, political
and economic lives of common people and the
difficulties they face in coping with this constant
and never-ending vicious circle of terrorism, eventbased Separatism and economic malaise.

unrest in 1924. In the recent past, during the late

Over the years, Hartals have created a severe dent

eighties and the beginning of the nineties, because

in the development of Kashmiri society. Separatists

of the nefarious involvement of the Pak Military and

in the Kashmir Valley are wilfully oblivious to the

Political establishment, hartals were introduced to

impact of these shutdowns and these Hartals

cause infringement on nearly daily basis. The

eventually lead to closure of businesses. Over a

culture of Hartals saw no halt even during the

period of time, Kashmiris have punished none but

Governors rule from 1990-1996. The situation

themselves by following this utterly flawed concept

seemed to have improved in 1996, which was again

of Hartal and boycotting their economic activities. It

followed by a period of relative peace from 2002 to

may be understood that the valley is a consumer

2008. But ever since 2008 the prolonged cycles of

state and the bandhs and hartals will only further

Hartals, again dominated the lives of the people of

impede the consumer activities thereby impeding

Jammu and Kashmir; 2008, 2009, and 2010 was a

the economic growth of the state.

consecutive period of three years in which the
Kashmir Valley experienced prolonged Hartals over
different issues.

Impact of Hartals on Social Life
Medicine Sans Frontiers (MSFs) first
comprehensive mental health survey report
suggests that out of every five adults living in the
Valley of Kashmir, one suffers from Post-Traumatic
Stress Disorder (PTSD). It further states that nearly
1.8 million adults equalling 45% of the adult
population suffers from conflict-related traumas.
The most reported problems of the daily life faced
by the adults living in the Valley are financial issues,
poor health and unemployment
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One of the major reasons for this PTSD is the

Chamber of Commerce and Industrys (KCCI)

regular stretch of Hartals under which a common

figures suggest that the State loses around Rs.130

man is made to suffer by paralyzing his economic

Crore worth of business during each day of Hartal .

and social growth. Hartals have not only taken a

In the year 2016, the State suffered losses to the

clang on the mental health of the people but have

tune of over Rs.16,000 Crore. The mental trauma

also led them into a spiral of emotional instability.

that follows due to financial losses daily has caused

As a result of this, loss in the rational thinking

a great deal of distress among the people of the

process of the youth, many youngsters are prone to

State, where education, tourism, and medical

exploitation by violent elements under the pretext of

services frequently get disrupted. Chronic patients

religion, to lure them into terrorism. Disillusion

end up getting in worse conditions and some

along with the lack of exposure has at times proven

cases, resulting in loss of lives, due to the

to be the womb of radicalization and while being in

immobilization of resources and lack of proper

this state of mind, the Kashmiri youth have

medical care.

continuously been exploited by various forces for
political interests.

Impact on Labourers

Recently, Separatists in the Valley had been issuing

Jammu and Kashmir witnesses thousands of

months-long Hartal Calendars; over 28 years,

migrant labourers from neighbouring states of

Separatists in the Valley of Kashmir have imposed

Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, Chattisgarh

Hartals for more than 1900 days. Kashmir

and also from West Bengal, Odisha, etc. These
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labourers look for work and settle down in places
where they can earn enough money to take care of
their families back home. In J&K, they can be
found working in the apple orchards, construction
work and numerous other unorganised sectors.
In a horrific incident, five labourers were shot dead
at point blank range in Kulgam on 29th October. It
was later found out that these labourers were
packing for a trip back home when the terrorists
mercilessly shot them. It is terrifying to imagine that
these people were just a few hours away from

in the State and has caused irreversible loss to

travelling to their homes and meeting their loved

students.

ones, when radicalised terrorists decided to take it
all away in an instant.

An Economic Survey done by the J&K Government
in 2017, has stated that the main contributors of

The walls of shops where the killings took place

literacy rate in the valley is the fear of sending

stood as proof as they were riddled with bullet

children to school. The report further states that,

holes. The streets were eerily silent as the villagers

due to the closure of schools, the academic

mourned the deaths of these innocents. The blood

sessions got badly hit to the extent that it caused

of the victims had mixed with water leaking from a

irreversible loss of study and tuition to the students.

broken tap outside the meat shop and formed a red

The exams conducted by the JK Board of

stream down the road. The labourers who were not

Secondary Education (JKBOSE) for 10th and 12th

present with the five of them survived and they

standard covered only half, i.e. 50 per cent of the

included Abu Bakr and Sadar Sarkar. We were

total syllabus.

supposed to leave today, said an inconsolable Abu
Bakr. We are alive, how will we explain to our
families that the rest arent

. and that we survived

and they didnt, added Sadar.

Following the death of Hizbul Mujahideen
Commander, Burhan Wani, approximately 31
school buildings were gutted by inimical elements
on the behest of Separatists. Out of these, 17 were

A jolting event of this magnitude is enough to put

fully burned down while 14 were partially

fears in the minds of the local population and the

eviscerated. Around 15 school buildings were saved

labourers who think of moving to J&K for work.

from the same torment by courageous employees

This heinous crime not only impacts the emotional

of the education department and local

level of these labourers but also the economic

communities.

stability as workers are discouraged from migrating
due to the regular terrorist activities that go on in
the UT.

Halt in Education

Because of Hartals, education system is impacted,
resulting in poor quality education and so-called
'half-graduates'. In the year 2016, schooling was
conducted for a brief period of four months only.
The 10th and 12th class exams

One of the biggest sufferers from

conducted immediately in

these regular shutdowns in the State

November covered only 40% of

of Jammu & Kashmir is education.

the curriculum in schools,

Over the last 28 years, the

whereas the students in class

education sector has been badly hit

1st to class 9th were given
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mass promotions. From the above it is evident that

Due to the prevailing shutdowns, upgrading of

with hartals and closure of schools while the

already available facilities and the supply of

children are being promoted, however the intended

equipment used in education also tends to get

curriculum for the session is not being covered

delayed; Expenditure for the development of the

which impacts the academic understanding of the

education sector during the first two quarters of

children for the session is not covered which

2016, marred by continuous Hartals, was said to be

impacts the academic understanding of children.

approximate of Rs. 26,7 Crore, while the

Moreover, the implementation of technical
education programs also suffered obvious damage

expenditure in the first two quarters of 2017
amounted to Rs. 48,4Crore.

due to Hartals. Students were not able to complete

Prolonged periods of Hartals and exposure to

their academic and practical work within the

violence has reduced both the quality and quantity

prescribed period as these technical courses

of the education attained by children in the State of

require no interruption in the process of learning to

Jammu & Kashmir. This also explains the

guarantee the easy transmission of skill. However,

disturbance in the rational thinking process of the

this skill-imparting process as well as the

youth and mushrooming of non-secular

development of the imparted skills has become

educational establishments, like Madrassas. This

prime victims of these regular Hartals in the Valley.

scenario makes the youth prone to exploitation by

The Economic Survey of the States Government

religious extremist groups, resulting in glorification,

further states this, 

and even joining, terrorist groups due to the lack of

.This may consequently affect

the formation of the generations next workforce.

educational and societal awareness.
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grievances are genuine, sooner or later we will have
to devise a protest strategy that doesn't directly

Hartals are employed as a tool to pressurize the
government to maintain the demands of the
separatists, either releasing of other separatists
partners or, gaining the conflict economy by
pleasing their masters sitting across the borders.
Hartals are now identified as separatist-led protest
tool that it would take time for a mainstream party
to change this perception and appropriate it for its
use.

affect the livelihood of people. Issuing of calendars
to sensitise the people have shown an adverse
effect, everything remains shut including offices,
schools and traffic movement is halted. The
businesses are jerked heavily which increases the
burden of business community and hence, debt
increases and small scale industrial units get
destroyed. People have no option available than
taking loans but when call for strike is given, it

Nevertheless, hartals in one way or the other reflect

leaves an adverse effect on businesses. Education

the drift of the dominant narrative in Kashmir. May

lags behind compared to other states our children

be not in terms of the specific issues as perhaps the

fail to compete with candidates outside state, as

release of separatist leaders but in regard to the

quality of education gets affected.

general tenor of how people think and feel in Valley.
And while we acknowledge this, shutdowns leave a
negative impact and even lose efficacy when
resorted to too often and in support of the
demands that are unlikely to be met in a given
time-frame. While this doesn't mean that hartals
shouldn't be resorted to especially when the

The peace in the State of Jammu & Kashmir is
highly fragile due to Pakistan's sponsored proxy war
and Hartals being the new norm in the State. These
have not only disrupted the social and educational
life of the people but have also disturbed the
economy of the State. Also regular cycles of unrest
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have hit the economy hard and these prolonged

state receives 10% of all Central Government grants

periods of shutdowns have made the States

given to States, despite having only one per cent of

economic policy fall under the phenomena of the

Indias population. In contrast, Uttar Pradesh

uncertainty effect.

makes up about 13% of the countrys population

Every other day a Hartal is imposed in the State
which has taken a toll on the economic stability of
the people of Jammu & Kashmir. From the arrest
of a terrorist or a law and order ordinance issued by
the Government, each event is responded to and
backed up by a series of Hartals for days or months
at a stretch.
A recent survey conducted by Media agencies
suggested that the Economy of Jammu & Kashmir
has suffered a loss of ?60,000 Crore (USD 9,2
Billion) and has lost approximate 3 years of work
and development. The State has been considered a
fragile place for business and almost no companies
take interest to invest their time and money in the
State, resulting in a high degree of unemployment
in the State. Hartals have not only acted as a barrier
in the development scenario in the State but also as
a barricade to private investments. The media
report further states. In addition, according to the
World Bank, Jammu & Kashmir is considered the
worst state in India to do business.

Cost of Hartals
The net area of Jammu and Kashmir is 101,387 sq
km. Census 2011 reported a population
of 1.25 Crore (12,5 Million). Around
20% of its total geographical area falls
under forest cover and its density is 124
people per sq km.
Jammu & Kashmirs weakest
contributor is agriculture. More than
60% of employment is based on this
Primary Sector. The imbalance shows
in the disparity ratio between average
incomes of agriculturists and nonagriculturists, which in essence means
that 60% of people of Jammu &
Kashmir are becoming poorer. The

but received only 8.2% of Central grants in 200016. Central grants accounted for 54% of Jammu &
Kashmirs total revenue and 44% of its expenditure
in Financial Year 2016.

Tourism
Tourism which was thought to be the backbone of
Jammu and Kashmir has been drastically affected
by the evolution of the armed conflict and the
associated hartals. The state which was the favored
destination of the tourists till 90"s has been
deserted by the tourists for a very long time.
Terrorism often causes cancellations and
withdrawal of travel plans to destinations that
witness terrorist incidents and hartals. The negative
news by most of the international and national
news channels makes it unthinkable to the people
around the world to visit Jammu and Kashmir,
because the way they present the news makes
Jammu and Kashmir a terrorist paradise. All the
hotspots of Tourism in valley like Gulmarg,
Pahalgam, Sonamarg, Dal Lake and Mughal
gardens, which used to witness thousands of
tourists, all of a sudden turned into not less than
any ghost places. The previous two years, before
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the turmoil started in 1989 had respectively

last 9 years, this sector has seen a considerable

recorded an overwhelming number of 721,650 and

decline. In the year 2016, the number of tourists

722,031 tourists (Directorate of Tourism J&K Govt.

who visited the Kashmir Valley stood at 623,923

1988). This number came down to 557,980 in

including 220,490 Amarnath Yatris. The Economic

1989; and in the year 1990, it substantially came

Survey tabled in the Legislative Assembly reported

down to a dismal figure of 10,720 and that it

that during 2016, only 403,443 tourists, including

continued to remain below 10,000 till the year

foreign as well as domestic, tourists visited the

1996. Hundreds of hotel owners, about 1500 boat

Kashmir Valley. The unrest in 2016 caused a dip in

owners and thousands of tradesmen at the

tourist arrivals by over 55% and registered closure

Kashmiris tourist destination were left twiddling

of all tourist activities due to prolonged Hartals

their thumbs as the tourism business freaked off.

resulting in loss of business to hoteliers, restaurant

Such had been the impact of turmoil that a number

owners, houseboats owners, handicrafts industry

of western countries issued travel advisories for

and transporters.

their citizens and advised them not to visit Kashmir.
The owners of hotels who in earlier times earned
and spent a substantial portion of their earnings on
the development of infrastructure of the hotels
around the health resorts, henceforth lost that
alacrity thus paved way for deteriorating conditions
of their hotels. In view of less earnings, the owners
only spent for their day to day meals rather than for
developmental purposes. Tourism in Jammu &
Kashmir provides livelihood to a large number of
local populace. The tourism season in the Valley
starts from April and lasts up to
September/October each year. During a period of

The year 1987, pre-terrorism period was the last
big revenue generating season for Jammu &
Kashmir tourism, and accounted for approximately
10% of the States income, while the following 23
years contributed virtually nothing. The
international tourists constituted a significant
percentage of the tourists visiting Kashmir, who
spent large sums on handicraft products, and
invested in adventure sports like trekking, skiing
and rafting. However, there have been series of
headline grabbing incidences, especially the one in
1995, when some foreign tourist trekkers were
kidnapped by terrorists, among whom one was be-
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headed, one escaped and other four untraced, who

halt in mobility and non-earnings of these

were later declared as dead, which proved to be a

transporters during the Hartals resulted in the non-

major blow for Foreign Tourist Arrivals (FTAs). As a

payment of loans to banks. Mechanical workshops,

consequence of this specific incident negative travel

petrol pumps and service stations also got affected

advisories to visit Kashmir were issued by foreign

due to the halt in public transportation. The

nations, adversely affecting the tourist revenue

Jammu & Kashmir State Road Transport

generated by foreign visitors. Tourism further gets

Corporation (JKSRTC) lost at least Rs. 5,25 Crore

compounded with the regular Bandhs and Hartals

of revenue in the year 2016 alone. Around 182

in the state.

vehicles of the Corporation were damaged by

Industry

stone-pelting which included tracks.

The prolonged cycles of unrest and bandhs caused

Labour and Employment

a major standstill to the industrial sector in the

The Hartals also lead to the forced closure of shops

State and caused a major loss to production. The

and many other commercial establishments. In

estimated loss suffered by the industry sector due

case shopkeepers defy Hartals, they face death,

to Hartals in the year 2016-17 is of the order of

threats and are eventually forced to close of their

Rs.13,291 Crore, comprising Rs. 6,548 Crore of the

establishments. In such a scenario, employees of

private sector and Rs. 6,713 Crore of the

these shops remain deprived of their wages. An

Government sector.

estimated loss of Rs.168 Crore on account of

Transport Sector
Each time a Hartal Calendar is issued, the transport
sector is badly hit. It is estimated that in Jammu &
Kashmir, there are 4,500 passenger buses, 3,853
taxis, 24,223 trucks, 186,477 private cars and
210,236 two-wheelers. The impact of stone-pelting
falls upon all these types of vehicles causing a great
deal of damage to the owners. A sizeable number
of vehicles are damaged due to stone-pelting by
the youth during Hartals, in bids to impose
shutdowns on those who do not heed to the
prolonged Hartal calls. Halt in transport means a

wages to the employees, worked out as per
minimum wage schedule, was incurred in the year
2016 alone by these employees. R. 276 Crore loss
was incurred by self-employed wage earners
working in construction sector. Apart from these
sectors, other sectors in which heavy losses were
incurred include Health sector, Sheep and Animal
Husbandry, Banking, Forest and Housing and
Urban Development Sector, which altogether make
up for an estimated loss of over Rs.16,000 Crore in
the year 2016.

Growth in Unemployment due to
Continued Violence
No policy of the government can work if there is
continued violence in the region. Normalcy is
needed in all sorts for effective implementation of
the policy- creating employment opportunities, and
for the growth of business. When the massive
tourist industry of Kashmir got setback in 1989, it
directly led to increasing unemployment. As our
State being essentially a non-industrial economy
and deficient in natural resources and thus lean

KASHMIR RIGHTS FORUM | MONTHLY THEME
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problem taking rise in the valley,
cause is continuation in Hartals and
unabated violence designed by
separatist and terrorist nexus, who
are the political faces of the
terrorism in valley.

Cross Line-of-Control Trade
The governments of India and
Pakistan opened the Line of Control
(LoC) for limited trade as a measure
aimed at building confidence
heavily on tourism industry. Nearly 1094
houseboats in Dal Lake, Nigeen Lake and river
Jhelum and all those dependent on tourism were
rendered almost idle. The fate of 2000
Shikarawallas in these and other lakes was no
better. Hotels and guest houses which used to do
rosy business now were without tourists and the
business of this sector reached the lowest ebb to
the extent of bankruptcy .This also led to
unemployment and the unemployed youth to a
great extent were forced to absorb to gun culture
for a number of reasons apart from the call of jihad
by the protagonists of the movement. Young people
often took to the streets, block roads and throw
stones at police and paramilitary personnel,
causing chaos and unrest in the valley. They did it
to give vent to their frustration against the
government. In other words, agitation had become
a tool for them to show their anger
against the government. But the root
cause lies in the perpetuation of
violence by separatists and their
masters. The unemployed youth is a big
problem for the Kashmirs peace. All
avenues of engagement of youth are
blocked by the violence that had grown
over the period of 2014-2017. The
closure of schools, markets and other
sources of income are adding to growth
of unemployment in the valley. The
cases of suicide by the youth is another

between the different sides in J&K.
On 21 October 2008, the first truck drivers and
traders met on the Chakothi-Uri Bridge in Kashmir.
After six decades of violent conflict and the absence
of any connection between the two sides, this
marked a fundamental step for trust-building and
peace building in the region. Due to its broad
appeal, cross-LoC trade has sustained, even during
periods of heightened political tension and unrest
in the region. Thirteen years later, cross-LoC trade
remains a barter trade limited to specific goods.
The registration process is lengthy, and the
numerous checks for the truck drivers make it a
cumbersome process. Cross-border trade offers
livelihood and business opportunities while also
increasing cultural exchanges and connections of
divided families. The villages where cross-LoC trade
takes place have seen reduced violence, renewed

KASHMIR RIGHTS FORUM | MONTHLY THEME

SEPTEMBER 2021 | PAGE 13

economic activity, and lives transformed. When
trade along the Poonch-Rawalakot crossing was
stopped in July 2017, local lobbying efforts were
able to push and advocate for its reopening four
months later. Without the intangible benefits behind
it and the symbolism it holds for local
communities, it most likely would not have
prevailed. The cross-LoC trade has also fetched
perceptible financial paybacks to the traders and
other associated stakeholders.

Passing Thoughts

been lost over the past three decades and the State

Human resource which is one of the biggest assets

is in danger of losing its younger generation,

of any society, has suffered enormously. Terrorism

majority of which is in the grip of drug hurricane,

has been the main reason for the displacement of

weakening the morale, physique and character of

several non-Muslim communities like the Kashmiri

the youth. The women have become increasingly

Pandits (Hindus), Sikhs, Buddhists and other

suicidal resorting to temporary means of comfort

minorities. Many Kashmiri Muslims have also

like sleeping pills, inhalations and injections. There

started migrating to mainland India and other parts

is an urgent need to understand that mental

of the world for better job prospects and peaceful

disorders are not medical conditions but deep-

environment, depriving the State of its human

rooted social issues. Apart from disrupting

resource. With killings, rapes, and other forms of

ecological balance, education, employability,

crime becoming the order of the day in the

economy, people, culture and heritage, health and

Kashmir Valley, psychiatric disorders have seen a

hygiene, terrorism has also led to disruption of law

sharp rise post 1989. Several human lives have

and order from the Kashmir Valley providing a
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paralyzed education system, burnt school buildings,
broken down places of worship and mind boggling
looting in the system, and it seems to have become
a socially accepted evil.
There is a need to build effective and
accountable institutions at all levels, where people
take ownership and are answerable to the system
and promote a sense of belonging. Terrorism has
created a terrorized society losing its very existence
due to the ongoing pretexts of independence,

A study by
Transparency International, a non-government
world body in 2005, declared Jammu & Kashmir
as the most corrupt State after Bihar (India). In

fertile ground for corrupt practices.

merger with Pakistan and establishment of violence
under the false notion of Islamic Caliphate. Human
beings have always tried to battle with nature,
ignoring the essential fact that nature can put
back an equally tough fight. The people of the

the State of Jammu & Kashmir in general and the

State need to realize that a healthy, productive

Kashmir Valley in particular, gun is not simply used

natural ecosystem is essential for economic

to address the threat of crime, but to negotiate

sustainability, which in essence translates into

positions. The gun in Kashmir today has become

freedom.

bigger than the law enforcing bodies and the law
itself. The person carrying it has the power to buy
loyalties, to threaten government officials and have
them grant the permission to convert water stream
into an agrarian piece of land or to buy examination
question papers. Timber smugglers stripping the
forests and yet maneuvering around without any
fear, shrinking of water streams, fake schools and
teachers, unabated encroachment of land, illegal
hotel constructions, and several other acts of crime
are an outcome of terrorism and subsequent
lawlessness in the Kashmir Valley. Prior to the
advent of terrorism, a separate budget was
allocated towards the infrastructural development
of the tourist resorts, which is no more a priority for
the authorities responsible
as the funds are currently
being directed towards
counter-terrorism activities.
Cross border terrorism has
bred financial and political
corruption which can be

Conclusion
The State of Jammu & Kashmir continues to face
disruption because of Terrorism, growing
radicalization and Hartals. Cross-border terrorism
has been rampant in the Kashmir Valley since
1989, leading to a massive socio-economic
downswing. Human resources, which are one of
the biggest assets of any society, have also suffered
enormously. Terrorism has been the main reason
for the displacement of several non-Muslim
communities like Kashmiri Pandits, Sikhs,
Buddhists and other minorities and because of a
growing radicalized society, many Kashmiri Muslims
have also started migrating to
other states of India and
other parts of the world for
better job prospects and
peaceful environment,
depriving the State of its
valuable human resource.

witnessed in the form

The violence has affected all

declining economy,

important sources of
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livelihood of the local populace such as agriculture,

unnecessary strain and are not observed voluntarily

horticulture, tourism and handicraft industry, with

by the common people. In such a situation, it is for

many traders having to shift their trading centers

the people of Jammu & Kashmir to exercise their

from the Valley of Kashmir to other parts of the

right of expression, which by definition also

country and others forced to look for alternative

constitutes the right, not to observe Hartals,

sources of income to survive the economic crisis.

without fear of ones life, property or threats of

Stone-pelting, threats, damage to public property
and coercion are used to compel people to adhere
to these Hartals. This has had grave consequences
for the economic, social and psychological wellbeing of the State and its people.

social isolation. Economic development is an
important stimulus to peace and there is no reason,
why basic fundamental human rights like
education, healthcare, employment and the pursuit
of happiness should be kept hostage to any
political- or violent radical ideology in the State of

These Hartals have put the lives of people under

Jammu & Kashmir.
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KASHMIRI PANDIT EXODUS:
A BLOT ON KASHMIRIYAT
PREFACE
The exodus of the Kashmiri Pandits (KPs) from
the valley will forever remain a tragic scar in the
history of secular India. The atrocities committed
against Kashmiri Hindus and their forced exodus
from the Valley coinciding with the rise of
Terrorism in the 1990s remains a biggest blot on
the much revered KASHMIRIYAT. The future
release of the film 'The Kashmir Files' is likely to
put the issue on the front burner. However, even
in this day and age of easy and instant access to
knowledge and information, what the average
citizen does not know is that this wasn't the first
time in history that the Kashmiri Pandits were
driven out of their homeland. Astonishingly and
more so tragically, this was the seventh instance
of exodus of the KPs fleeing persecution in the
valley at the hands of religious zealots. Even if it's
cruel, history does seem to repeat itself. There
have been multiple narratives and counter
narratives as to why the situation deteriorated so
quickly that this peaceful and relatively
prosperous community was forced to abandon
their homes and flee for safety. What is
abundantly clear that a myriad factors like
Pakistan's desire to wrench the state from Indian
control through its tacit support to its
fundamentalist proxies, the failure of the state
and central government to bring the situation
under control and the Jammat-e-Islami
sponsored Madrasas and Moulvis who incited and
provoked the masses to commit unspeakable
atrocities against their neighbors for centuries all
led to the unfolding of this tragedy.
The unexpected speed with which anti-India and

anti-Kashmiri Hindu designs, the seeds of which
had been sown over the years, began to unfold
themselves was the most terrifying thing about it.
The madrasas financed and run by the Jamaat-eIslami had poisoned the mind of the younger
generation with Islamic fundamentalism under
dictation from theocratic Pakistan. The Jamaat-eIslami activists had crept into the services at a
large scale. They had found their way even into
the top rung of the State machinery and
influenced and won the members of the
bureaucracy that crossed over to their side. So
for all practical purposes the State bureaucracy
was hand in glove with pro-Pak elements and
forces that had sinister plans.

KASHMIRI PANDITS - A PART OF
KASHMIRI SOCIETY AND KASHMIRIYAT
Kashmiriyat (also spelled as Kashmiriat) is the
centuries-old indigenous tradition of communal
harmony and religious syncretism in the Kashmir
Valley. Emerging around the 16th century, it is
characterised by religious and cultural harmony,
patriotism and pride for their mountainous
homeland of Kashmir. Kashmiriyat exemplifies
the joint Hindu-Muslim culture, festivals,
language, cuisine and clothing in the Kashmir
Valley. In the spirit of Kashmiriyat, festivals of
Hinduism and Islam are celebrated by adherents
of both faiths. Kashmiriyat, with the HinduMuslim unity it encourages, was promoted by
Kashmiri sultan Zain-ul-Abidin; the story of the
Kashmiri mystic Lal Ded (also called Lalleshwari),
in which her body turned into a mound of flowers
that was buried by both Hindus and Muslims,
i
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serves as an emblem of Kashmiriyat that keeps it
alive today.
Kashmir's existence is characterized by its insular
Himalayan geography, harsh winter climate and
isolation in economic and political terms. The
region has also seen political turmoil and foreign
invasions. Kashmiriyat is believed to be an
expression of solidarity, resilience and patriotism
regardless of religious differences. It is believed to
embody an ethos of harmony and a
determination of survival of the people and their
heritage. To many Kashmiris, Kashmiriyat
demanded religious and social harmony and
brotherhood. It has been strongly influenced by
Kashmir Shaivism, Buddhism and Sufism,
carrying a long-standing conviction that any and
every religion will lead to the same divine goal.
Kashmir was also influenced by the Mughal
emperor Akbar's genesis of a syncretic
philosophy of Din-i-Illahi, which emphasized the
blending of Hindu and Muslim ideals and values.
Works in the Kashmiri language, art, culture and
literature strongly expound and emphasize
Kashmiriyat as a way of life. However, the impact
and importance of Kashmiriyat has been
concentrated in the Kashmir Valley only, which is
the real historical Kashmir. The farther regions of
Gilgit, Baltistan, Jammu and Ladakh have not
been influenced by this philosophy, as these
regions are not Kashmiri in terms of culture,
language or ethnicity.

The Hindus and Muslims had been living in the
valley for hundreds of years with peace and amity.
Kashmir has also been a land of Sun worship
with shrines such as Martand Sun Temple
established by Lalitaditya Muktapida. Sun
worship is believed to have been brought into
Kashmir by Kushan kings from Iran. Lalitaditya's
predecessor, Ranaditya, is said to have built the
first sun temple. Wanvun singing is an integral
part of Kashmiri Pandit religious ceremonies, and
these signs signify that the Kashmiri Pandits are
an part of Kashmir. The main inhabitants of the
Kashmir valley are Kashmiri Muslims and Hindus
(called as Pandits) , sharing of a common
culture. This common culture and their peaceful
coexistence have been used to describe
Kashmiriyat. The main tenet of Kashmiriyat is the
network of socio-cultural and historical ties that
bind all Kashmiris regardless of religion, into an
independent social collective. While Kashmiri
Muslims and Kashmiri Hindus (Pandits) follow
different religions, they share many cultural
practices that are a fusion of the elements of the
ii

iii

irrespective religious practices as well as the
uniquely Kashmiri devotional and philosophical
norms.
Communal harmony has been a strong social
norm in Kashmir society. Social harmony and
close association between two communities has
been regarded as one of the indicators of
Kashmiriyat. The local traditions in terms of
language, food habits and dress are similar.
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Members of both communities speak the same
Kashmiri language called Kausher has Dardic
origins rather than Indo-Aryan. They wear the
same dress, pharen, use kangari to keep warm
in winter and Kashmiri tea (nun-chai) keeps
brewing in both households through out the day.
This commonality and close association has
been attributed to geographical and historical
factors; geographically huge mountain ranges
cut -off its inhabitants from the outside world and
helped them form a close -knit community and
historically mass conversion to new religions
occurred without erosion of earlier cultural
traditions.

iv

REASONS FOR TARGETING KASHMIRI
PANDITS
Throughout history of Kashmir the Pundits had
laid great emphasis on education. As a result
they always held important positions in the
bureaucracy and the government which led to
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the minority community flourishing and
economically affluent. During the 1980s, the calls
for independence had already percolated into the
Kashmiri psyche. The hanging of the Maqbool
Bhatt in 1984, the violence against Kashmiri
Hindus in 1986, followed by the rigged assembly
elections of 1987 were the perfect recipe for
fueling the separatist fire. The KP community
which was not inclined to independence or
autonomy from India found themselves at
crossroads. The situation became worse with
calls of Nizam-e-Mustafa and chants of Cheliv,
Galivya Raliv by the Muslim community incited
by Islamic radicals grew louder in the streets.
Pakistan's nefarious designs of establishing an
Islamic state could only be achieved by cleansing
the population of all hindus. The massacres and
targeted killings of prominent Hindu figures
created an environment of fear where no nonMuslim felt safe in the state.
90's witnessed a shift in the Sufi form of Islam
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practiced in Kashmir which had an impact on the
discourse on Kashmiriyat. On one hand socioreligious groups like Jamat-e-Islami and Jamatiahl-Hadees in Kashmir that were started as
reformative organisations propagated what they
call as 'puritan' form of Islam through their
literature and schools. They considered the Sufi
practices as idolatrous and not part of 'true'
Islam. The Jamaat gave more importance to the
'Muslim identity' of Kashmiri Muslims and was
critical of Kashmiriyat, which brought dilution in
that identity of Sufi form of Islam. Many leaders
of JeI outlined that the concept of Kashmiriyat
was being propagated for personal interests by
people of secular nationalist as was done by
Shiekh Abdullah. It is being misquoted as
religious assimilation Kashmir into Indian Union.
On the other hand, there were 'external' factors,
such as the Iranian revolution, Palestinian intifada
and the Afghan war against the Soviets, which
had an impact on the way Kashmiri Muslims
perceive their identity and on the discourse on
Kashmiriyat. The photographs of Ayatollah
Khomeini, founder of the Iranian revolution, were
displayed on the streets of Srinagar in the late
1980s and Friday prayer sermons included
special prayers for the 'Mujahideen' of
Afghanistan and Palestine. Both these factors
(role of Jamaat and external factors) led to a
change in the perception of 'US' and 'them' - 'us'
became the Muslims of the world and 'them' as
non-Muslims which included Pandits. These were
the internal and external reasons that led to the
massacre or, displacement of the Kashmiri
Pandits.
vi

OVERVIEW OF THE EXODUSES
First Exodus under Sikander Butshikan: The
first exodus of the Hindu community from
Kashmir happened in 1389-1413 CE, when
Sultan Sikandar Shah commonly known as
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Sikander Butshikan (destroyer of idols) unleashed
an Islamic terror crusade throughout the valley.
During his tenure, temples were razed, and
mosques were constructed in their place. The
Centre for Integrated and Holistic Studies claims
that during his reign, native Hindus were
subjected to forced conversions , and others
forms of brutality like looting, rapes, pillage
became a norm and this forced thousands of
Hindus to leave the valley in order to protect
themselves.
Second Exodus under Shah-II: The second
exodus was marked in the reign of Fateh Shah II,
during 1505-1514 CE. Shah came under the
influence of Shams-ud-din Araqi, who was a
Noorbakshi Shi'a Sufi, and then began the
heinous practice of persecuting Hindus in the
valley.
Third Exodus under Mughals: After the
dismissal of Shah Miri dynasty, Kashmir valley
went under the control of Mughals and after that
atrocities began on the Hindu community. The
reign of Jahangir and Shahjahan were like
nightmares for the community. Jahangir's
commander Sardar Itquad Khan, specialized in
converting Kashmiri Hindus under torture.
Aurangzeb and his famous governor, Iftekhar
Khan, continued the reign of terror unleashed by
his predecessors. This in turn forced the Hindu
community to flee to other parts of India.
Fourth Exodus under Durranis: Taking
advantage of the declining Mughal Empire, the
Durranis of Afghanistan took over the control of
the Kashmir valley in 1752. The Durranis
mastered Aurangzeb in cruelty triggering fourth
exodus of the Kashmiri Pandits community.
The Kashmir valley has seen many rulers, like
the Sikhs and the Dogras. It's important to
note that during the Sikh or the Dogra rule,
the valley's majority i.e. Muslims were not
subjected to any kind of religious persecution.
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However, after the death of Dogra ruler Maharaja
Ranjit Singh, the Britishers invaded the valley.
Fifth Exodus by the Britishers: A British
officer's cook Abdul Qadeer was facing sedition
charges for his fiery remarks against Maharaja
Hari Singh in July 1931. The trial of Qadeer
stirred up sentiments, protests were being held
against the Dogra ruler. Things became ugly after
the protesters were fired upon, this firing
triggered communal violence in areas of
Naushehra, Bohri Kadal etc. Since the firing
orders were given by local Governor Trilok
Chand, the Kashmiri Pandits were targeted,
attacked and ransacked. Communal riots took
places in several places and properties of the
minority community were razed to ground,
forcing them to flee the valley. Some historians
believe that the onus of this exodus was on
Britishers. There is no need to tell that Britishers
thrived on the agenda of 'divide and rule', but this
is mandatory to say that this politics of the the
Britishers had triggered the fifth exodus of the
Kashmiri Pandits.
Sixth Exodus: Kashmir had not been a very
peaceful land for longer periods. In the 1900s the
condition of Kashmiri Pandits kept deteriorating.
A series of communal violence had been
reported in the state. After 1947's independence,
Pakistan's ISI backed groups started pushing for
the radicalization of Kashmir. To sustain their
agenda, they bred hatred for Kashmiri Pandits.
There were concerted efforts to orchestrate a
public relations campaign to change the
Kashmiri people.
Seventh Exodus in wake of Islamic
Fundamentalism: The prior exoduses and
persecution are often being brushed under the
carpet with the logic that back then, there were
dynasties. But the most barbarous genocide
faced by the Kashmiri Pandit community was
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under a democratic nation. It's not a hidden fact
that in 1980s Pakistan backed terrorism started
rooting in the valley. Terrorist outfits and their
members started persecuting the religious
minorities i.e. the Kashmiri Hindus. The message
was loud and clear, 'Convert, leave or Perish'. The
brutal targeted killings, rapes of Kashmiri Hindus
forced the community to leave the valley. More
than five lakh Kashmiri Hindus fled the valley to
save their lives. Thus, the Kashmiri Pandit
community marks the day of 19 January, 1990
as the Holocaust day, a day when a community
was reduced to the status of refugees and was
forced to live in camps in their own country. The
innocent community of Kashmiri Hindus, time
and again had become a victim of fatal Islamic
fundamentalism in the Kashmir valley. In the
chapter of intolerance, being scripted by the
religious warriors, nearly fifteen hundred
members of the minority, community have been
killed in 80 massacres in J&K. For Kashmiri
Pandits, Nadimarg massacre is fifth one, since
the 'popular' govt took reins of power in 1996.
Terrorists have attacked Pandits through
massacre in these districts - Budgam (March 20,
Sangrampora), Srinagar 25/26 Jan., Wandhama),
Anantnag (Jan 20 Telwani, Aug. 2002
Sirigufwara). The main motive behind these
massacres is to terrorize the minorities and force
them to migrate. For the last three years the
incidents involving attacks on minorities and their
religious places have been occurring with regular
frequency. Incidentally, the Kashmiri Pandit
exodus started in 1990, when the ex Chief
Minister of state was Union Home Minister. There
were multiple locations where massacres were
orchestrated and executed. They were timed in a
manner to keep justifying peaceful coexistence
and executed on requirement. The barbaric
executions of Wandhama and Nadimarg are
covered in detail in suceeding paragraphs.
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WANDHAMA MASSACRE
Since 1947 Wandhama failed to live up to its
name every time in the history. It was a dense
forest, full of thorny bushes called by Kashmiris
as Krahdazand. The extreme poverty forced
Mansa Ram Bhat and his brother, Ramchand to
abandon their ancestral village Kaloosa in
Bandipore. While Ramchand settled down in
Manigam, Mansa Ram came to Wandhama.
Mansa Ram had a big family of seven sons to
support. He spent first year taking shelter under
the thick Krahdazand. Then he built a thatched
small hut called Pahri during the second season.
Soon two more families of Naba Shah, a Pir
family and Babas, a peasant family came and
settled down in Wandhama. The descendants of
three families today form more than ninety
families. Of these twelve families are Kashmiri
Pandits. Most of the Peers have deserted the
village. The ethnic-cleansing of Kashmiri Hindus
has made Wandhama a one community village
now. On the eve of the tribal raid, six Pandit
families of Narayan Bhat, Tarak Bhat, Govind
Bhat, Shankar Bhat, Prasad Bhat and Maheshwar
Nath Bhat were living peacefully in the Pandit
Mohalla of the village. Diversion of raiders to
Sumbal made Pandits of Wandhama vulnerable
to attacks.
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In Wandhama, National Conference influence
was virtually non-existent. Saifullah Shah (Peer)
was the local politician, who owed allegiance to
pro-Pak Muslim Conference. His house was
situated at one end of the village, bordering
Barsoo. Despite tension, Kashmiri Pandits of
Wandhama had refused to leave. They belonged
to poor peasantry section of the village. Extreme
in security forced them to stay put in the village.
When raiders entered Sumbal, Saifullah Shah
invited them for a dinner. Raiders stayed in
Wandhama for two days. Locals informed Pandits
that raiders had come to Saifullah's house and
for their safety it was desirable that they must
move out. All the six families left but separately.
Some left in the evening and some later during
the night. However, one member from each
family stayed back. Shankar Bhat, Maheshwar
Nath, Ram Bhat, Tarak Bhat, Sarvan and Bhat
and Narain Bhat hoped to salvage their property.
After Pandit families moved out, two Muslim
Conference workers Kamal Sheikh and Ahad
Sheikh of the adjoining village, Thiur hoisted
Pakistani flags over their houses. Soon after, a
local mob instigated by AS Shah of Wandhama
came to loot and burn Pandit houses. Kashmiri
Pandits who had stayed back on seeing looters
apprehended danger to their lives. They
managed to escape, before the looters could
burn the houses. Loot was started in their
presence. Even Paddy stores of Pandits were
opened and looted. These Pandits could not
keep contact with one another when loot started
and left individually. While moving towards
Srinagar, Indian Army mistook them for tribal
raiders. Narain Bhat was killed at Beehama, while
Tarachand and Moshar Nath were injured at
Duderhama. Narayan Bhat's body lay on road for
three days. It was cremated later by two Pandit
volunteers. Wandhama Pandits were lodged in a
refugee camp at Shiv Mandir in Rainawari.
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Raiders were seven in number and left after
Indian Army reached Wandhama. Those days
justice was speedy. Strong action was taken
against Saifullah Shah and three other Muslim
Conference workers who had hoisted Pakistani
flags. Saifullah was arrested and died in jail. His
two sons Ahmed Syed and Mohiuddin left behind
their families in Wandhama and went to Pakistan.
They remarried there and never came back.
Tribal Raid: After tribal raid, Badri Nath Dhar
from adjoining Laar village settled down in
Wandhama. In 1990, when the terrorists put the
Pandit community on hit list, Narayan Bhat's
family took no chances. It migrated along with
eight other families of Wandhama. A big mob
from Barsoo had came and entered Pandit
courtyards. They had used abusive and
provocative language asking Pandits to leave.
Pandit Sudershan Bhat, who was among those
killed in 1998 massacre also advised his son
Dileep Kumar and his two daughters to leave.
Dileep had received some threats. Only
Sudershan, his brother and Mrs Sudershan Bhat
stayed back. Dileep had met his parents last time
in January 1996. His parent's last
communication to him was in the forum of a
letter in December, 1997 in which they had
mentioned that they would visit them by Januaryend. But that was not to be.
After putting plan of ethnic-cleansing of
Pandits into action, terrorists allowed few
pockets of Kashmiri Pandits to stay on. It
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served a dual purpose. To the international
gallery they claimed that their terrorists
movement was non-communal and cited the
instance of these Pandits. Secondly, when
government drew up any plan for return of
Kashmiri Pandits or the terrorists wanted to
make big news, these 'captive' Pandits were
made the soft targets. This has been
happening since April 1997 Sangrampura
massacre.
Carnage: Terrorists struck on the intervening
night of January 25 and January 26, 1998.
Twenty five terrorists in army dress swooped on
the village at around 10 PM on Sunday. The
terrorists first entered the house of Moti Lal Bhat,
a Medical assistant in a local dispensary. From

here groups of four terrorists were sent to other
Pandit houses and the rest were asked to cordon
the village. Moti Lal was a popular medical
practitioner in the area and treated everybody
who came for help with compassion. The family
of his niece, Pinki had come from Shopian to fix
up an engagement proposal for one of his
children. Her husband, Shadi Lal had been
recently transferred to Ganderbal as a wireless
operator. In Badri Nath's house, there was a
knock. Bearded terrorists, clad in Army dress
asked permission to enter. It was not unusual for
the family to give entry to such people in the
past. The terrorists demanded tea which was
served to them. Badri Nath's family had come

KASHMIR RIGHTS FORUM | MONTHLY THEME

from Laar after 1947 and settled down in
Wandhama. Around 11 PM, Badri Nath's family
had come to know that three other Pandit
families living nearby were entertaining similar
guests. After the tea was served to them, Badri
Nath's family members asked terrorists when
would they leave. The terrorists assured them not
to worry and said they would move out soon.
One of the gunmen told Vinod (14) son of Badri
Nath, “You are talking sweetly, we will not kill
you”. An hour later the radio set carried by one
terrorists turned on and someone from other side
cracked a message “poora gaon cordon ho gaya
hai” (entire village has been cordoned). That was
the moment one of the gunman stood up and
ordered to shoot the family members down.
Vinod alias Ashoo himself quickly sneaked to
take refuge in the upper storey of his house. He
heard bursts of gunfire and people shrieking.
Vinod hid himself under the heap of dried cowdung stored there. Within fifteen minutes
everything fell silent. He was now the lone
survivor among twenty-four Kashmiri Pandits who
were staying in Wandhama. Terrorists before
escaping set ablaze the house of Moti Lal and the
local temple. The gunmen in other three houses
had also resorted to indiscriminate firing killing
15 Hindus. After the guns fell silent, Vinod came
down to see the fate of his five family members.
He thought that the villagers could provide help
to his family members. To his dismay the villagers
had gone to mosque for offering night long
prayers on the occasion of Shab-e-Qadr.
When correspondents visited Wandhama next
morning, the small area behind the house of Moti
Lal looked like a slaughter house. 17 bulletridden bodies were lying in a pool of blood. The
policemen were pulling out charred bodies of six,
including two women and two minors. A mother
had unsuccessfully tried to save her infant by
hiding him in her lap but both got killed together.
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The cop trying to separate them couldn't. There
was burning smell of the human flesh
everywhere. Muzamil Jaleel, of Indian Express
who went to cover the Wandhama massacre
wrote, “As the flames of Moti Lal's and Badri
Nath's houses were being extinguished, there
was a feeling everywhere that the price of this
co-existence is high. The tragedy that struck
during a night when the Sufi shrines of the
Valley were all full of devotees.”

NADIMARG MASSACRE
On March 23 2003, Nadimarg entered into yet
another chapter in the history of genocide of
Kashmiri Pandits. In a brutal display of
savagery, the merchants of terror, waging
Jehadic war mowed down 24 Kashmiri
Hindus, including 11 women and two children.
Nadimarg, a village 7 kms from Bijbehara, the
home town of the State Chief Minister, Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed, showed to the whole
world how hollow were the claims of the State
Government that situation was ripe for the
journey back home. Government's so called
return plan has only paved the way for yet
another exodus by those who had braved the
selective killings and massacres, of their coreligionists during the past thirteen years.
Nadimarg, a picturesque village is located 1½
kms away from Zainapore, the historic town
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founded by the benevolent king, Zain-ul-Abdin, in
the fifteenth century. The Pandits had named the
king as 'Bata Shah', (protector of Pandits)
because of the protection he provided to them,
after he called them back from exile and hiding.
Today the town stands witness to intolerance. A
small stream demarcates the Pandit locality from
the Muslim mohalla. In 1990, the village had 51
families . Presently there were only eleven families
with 52 members. These families belonged to the
downtrodden section of the Pandit community.
Their survival depended on either class IV jobs or
meager land they possessed. Some of these
families would supplement their meager income
by doing side jobs. At the time of the massacre,
sixteen members of this community had been
out to some neighboring village.
23 March 2003: Eye witnesses, who survived the
carnage said a group of 4-7, heavily armed
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terrorists, dressed in army uniform, descended
on Nadimarg hamlet at around 10.30 PM, when
the victims were going to sleep. They first went to
the police picket, set up to safeguard Pandit
population of the village. Presently, nine
policemen had been posted here, while twenty
constables had been withdrawn before the
assembly elections. These nine cops were
supposed to look after the protection of 55
families in a radius of 15-20 km. At the time of
the attack only five cops were present. These
poorly motivated policemen meekly surrendered
their weapons, four SLRs, three 303 Rifles, one
carbine and the lone wireless set to the terrorists
and escaped from the scene. Knowing the
identity of police cops, the terrorists did not
touch police. The cops even did not go to report
the massacre to the nearby Zainpora police
station. The terrorists, after looting arms and
ammunition of the policemen, went to knock at
the doors of Kashmiri Pandit houses. They
commanded them to assemble in the compound
near the picket under a Chinar tree. Those who
did not comply with orders had their doors
broken open. Terrorists, in fact, beat some
people, who were reluctant to come out.
Phoola, who lost her husband and daughter told
reporters, "The terrorists were calling the people
by name. After identifying them they took them
to the compound. They told us they were
armymen, and had to search the houses. They
asked everybody to come out". While driving the
residents out, the terrorists looted cash and
snatched away gold and ornaments from women.
This had not been the style of terrorists in
previous massacres. When the terrorists knocked
at Phoola's house, she and her daughter pushed
Chand Ji, her son into a chimney, before
opening the door Phoola herself slipped away
from the line and hid in the bushes, just metres
from the massacre site.
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Soom Nath, a government servant had retired
recently. He had brought his gratuity money and
other pensionary benefits to home and kept these
in the cupboard. He said terrorists were carrying
torches and introduced themselves as troops.
They asked all the family members to vacate their
homes and assemble near the Chinar tree in the
main compound, he added. Soom Nath was
slapped twice and asked to show other family
members. His wife was taken outside and was
asked to join other Pandits under the Chinar tree.
Soom Nath's son smelt a rat and hid himself
under the cot. He and his wife gave slip to the
terrorists and hid themselves behind the
haystack. Though Chuni Lal's family was lucky to
escape, the terrorists looted away his cash of Rs
1.7 lakhs and other costly items before fleeing
from the scene. After collecting the Pandits under
the Chinar tree, the terrorists began looting
Pandit houses. The looted goods were put in a
matador. The Pandits thought, possibly the
intention of the terrorists was to loot them and
their lives would be spared. But soon after the
matador was despatched, the terrorists opened
fire in discriminately upon the hapless Pandits,
killing 24 people. Chuni Lal, who had been hit in
the thigh fell down and found himself in a pile of
dead bodies. As guns fell silent, the gunmen
came to check for any living. In a pool of blood,
Chuni Lal held his breath and feigned death.
Ramesh Koul, who lost his father, took great risk
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to reach Zainapora police station at 1.00 AM. The
police cops told him they can go to Nadimarg
only after they receive orders from above.
Zainpora police party reached Nadimarg at 4 AM,
while senior officials and security forces'
commanders reached the carnage site only in the
morning. Even the chief minister was informed
by DGP only at 6.30 AM. In the carnage, the
whole family of Bansi Lal (59), his wife Bindri
(55), daughter Girja (35), daughter Princy (20)
and son Rakesh was wiped out. Suraj had gone
to sleep after celebrating his third birthday. His
grandfather Dwarka Nath had come on the
occasion with presents from Fatehpur village.
Dwarka Nath lost his both daughters and two
grandsons. Only a three month infant who had
been sleeping escaped the eyes of the killers.
There were 12 survivors, who managed to hide in
darkness.
A day after the massacre, it was a horrifying
scene in the village. Blood and body parts were
littered everywhere. At the carnage site, shoes,
blankets and lantern were scattered. A
correspondent of a leading English daily wrote,
"once a prosperous village, Nadimarg today
presented a look of war ravaged hamlet. The
difference was that instead of helmets of soldiers,
the boots and the caps of the innocent civilians
were scattered everywhere. The killers had
dumped the bodies on the spot as if they wanted
vultures to eat them. It was a scene that could
even send a cold-hearted person to a virtual
shock. A large row of bodies, wrapped in a
shroud, with blood making its way out of the thin
white coffin". The cremation was delayed by the
administration for the arrival of the chief minister.
But no politician or official of the administration
stayed back for cremation. As the bodies were
being lined up for funeral, on old Pandit who
could not walk, wept bitterly at the verandah of
his house and said, "I have not lost just my
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family. I feel my roots have ditched me. I will
never belong to Kashmir again". Return of
Pandits is a national issue. Its use for partisan
ends can only be detrimental to their ultimate
return.

What do The Survivors Say
Chuni Lal (60) - "When I heard a knock, I
opened the door and saw some gunmen asking
us to come out for searches being conducted to
flush out the terrorists. They were wearing Army
uniforms and spoke Urdu and Kashmiri. Later
all of us were asked to assemble outside the
police post and the indiscriminate firing started.
When one of them said he (Chuni Lal) is still
alive I pretended to be dead and thus survived".
Deep, son of Chuni Lal - "We had approached
the Deputy Commissioner, Anantnag, on
Saturday (22 March) and told him that we had
some apprehensions and asked for security to
be strengthened. But he refused to listen."
Bhushan Lal - “The security was insufficient.
They (the police) surrendered their weapons and
were nothing but lame ducks".
Som Nath - “The gunmen, dressed in army
uniforms were carrying torches and introduced
themselves as troops. They asked all the family
members to vacate their homes and assemble
near the Chinar tree in the main compound.
They slapped me twice and asked me to show
them other family members. We were only three
people putting up in the house at that time.
They took my wife outside and ordered her to
join other people in the compound. My son
smelt a rat and hid himself under the cot. I and
my wife were asked to join the other people.
But we gave them a slip and hid ourselves
behind the haystack. The armed men then
searched the whole house and broke open all
the cupboards. They also took away cash of Rs
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1.7 lakhs and other costly items before fleeing
from the scene”.
Phoola - “The gun men were speaking pure
Kashmiri. I heard one of them call a resident of
this village by name. They told us that they
were army men and had to search the houses.
They asked everybody to come out. I came out
with my husband and daughter. But when they
asked us to line up in front of the police picket, I
slipped away towards the bushes.
Within seconds, they started firing
indiscriminately. And when they (the gunmen)
left the village, I looked for my family. My
husband and daughter were lying dead but my
son Chandji had also escaped. He had hidden
inside the house".
Mohan Lal Bhat (19) - "I was about to go to
sleep when there was a knock at the door. My
mother opened the door and there were three
men wearing army uniforms, helmets and
"bullet proof" vests. Two of them were bearded
and they asked everybody to come out. One of
them spoke in Kashmiri, which roused
suspicion and when my father tried to resist,
they dragged him out. Then they dragged out
my mother, sister and uncle. I heard the
commotion on the door and hid behind a tin
sheet upstairs. Within fifteen minutes I heard
gun shots and wails. They had left and reached
near the school (a few dozen metres away)
when they heard the cries of a child. I heard one
of them shout to others that there is some work
still to be done. Then I heard a gun shot. Later I
got to know it was two year old Monu”.
Sanjay Koul - "We are in a dilemma that why
were our people killed so ruthlessly. We
requested the authorities several times that the
security was not adequate and demanded more
security, but they never heard us. Now, the
result is in front of us. Our families have been
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eliminated.

town of Shopian in Kashmir".

Pran Nath Bhat (38) “We stayed back in 1990
after they (local Muslims) pleaded with us not
to go, assuring us that we would be safe. But
after this tragedy, they (local Muslims) want us
to leave because even they don't feel safe here
anymore".

French Foreign Ministry Spokesman - "France
condemns the attack which took place in J&K,
resulting in numerous civilian casualties and
conveys its condolences to the families of the
victims".

Chand Kumar Bhat S/o Bansi Lal - "These
people (Rashtriya Rifles men) were just 3 km
away from here but took six hours to arrive after
the killers left. Now they want us to stay back.
How can we feel safe here? The government
has said that if migrate, no aid will be given. We
tell them we don't need you, we can take care
of ourselves"

Nadimarg Massacre - Global Reactions
George Bush, U.S. President - "The President
strongly condemns the cowardly attack that left
24 innocent men, women and children dead in
Shopian in J&K on March 23. The attack
underscores the importance of the war on terror
and strengthens our resolve to work with friends
and allies to fight terrorism at home and
abroad".
Robert Blackwell, U.S. Ambassador in New
Delhi - "The U.S. condemns the ghastly murders
of innocent men, women and children at
Nadimarg village in J&K. The global war on
terrorism will not be won until such atrocities
end against all countries. We look forward to
the terrorists being brought swiftly to justice".
Jack Straw, British Foreign Secretary - "These
killings underline the need for continued action
to eliminate the scourge of terrorism".
Kofi Annan, UN Secretary General - "The UN
Secretary General condemns in the strongest
possible terms as a cowardly act of terrorism
the massacre of 24 Kashmiri Hindus, including
women and children that took place near the

The Times, London - "The despicable
massacre...is a calculated attempt to provoke a
blood bath at a time when the world is
preoccupied with Iraq. The attacks came after
three months of relative peace, and were
deliberately brutal in order to goad the Indians
into retaliation. It was a crime against
Kashmir's Hindu minority and a shocking
reminder that Kashmir remains a flash-point in
the confrontation between the subcontinent's
two nuclear powers. The terrorists cannot be
allowed to provoke a return to nuclear
confrontation. Musharraf is a vital ally in US
efforts to deflect Muslim criticism of the war in
Iraq. But he must be held to his commitment to
end the fund arming and training of terrorists in
Kashmir. Pakistan's condemnation of the
massacre is prompt and welcome. It must be
backed with an unrelenting crackdown on those
who would shoot women and children in
Kashmir"
Christina Rocca, US Assistant Secretary of
State for South Asia - "Continued terrorism like
Sunday's attack threatens to provoke yet
another crisis in the coming months. We look to
Pakistan to do everything in its power to prevent
extremist groups operating from its soil from
crossing the LoC. Pakistan has taken steps to
curb infiltration but we are asking the
government to redouble its efforts. At the same
time, we will use our good offices to continue to
press both sides to take confidence building
steps that will lead to a process of engagement
addressing all issues that divide them (India and
Pakistan) including Kashmir".
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Nadimarg Massacre - Local Reactions
Governor G.C. Saxena - "It is a crime against
humanity and a barbaric act of ethniccleansing".
Mufti Mohd Sayeed, Chief Minister, J&K - "It is
aimed at derailing our peace process but we are
committed to go ahead. This is a barbaric act. I
cannot be acquitted in this but such incidents
have taken place in the past as well. Situation
has to be made conducive before the return of
Kashmiri Pandits to the Valley. If protected
people like us are not safe there, what can be
the fate of the common man".
Mr Ghulam Nabi Azad, State Congress Chief "It was a security lapse as no proper security
arrangements had been made. An inquiry
should be ordered into the massacre. All the
guilty officials should be taken to task. The
government, run by PDP and the Congress, is
talking about rehabilitating Kashmiri Pandit
migrants but adequate security arrangements
are missing for those who chose to stay back in
the Valley for all these years".
Mr L.K. Advani, Union Home Minister - "Such
acts which are perpetrated against one
particular community can only be seen as
ethnic-cleansing. Pakistan is not only
responsible for violence in J&K but even in other
parts of the country"
Mr Omar Abdullah, Former Minister of State
for External Affairs - "The brutal massacre of 24
Kashmiri Pandits in Kashmir should be an eyeopener for the Mufti Sayeed government in the
state to shelve its ill-conceived plan of bringing
the minority community back to the Valley. The
State government plans to rehabilitate them in
Mattan and Khirbhawani places thus leaving
them an easy prey for the terrorists. The Chief
Minister had neglected the security concerns of
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the minority community. Our government could
have also brought them back. But we have to
see whether we are in a position to provide
them with cent percent security or not. While
healing touch policy of the State government is
well it had to see that it did not leave more deep
and painful wounds on the people of J&K".
Mr M.Venkiah Naidu, BJP President - "These
incidents were the handiwork of Pakistansponsored terrorism which are aimed at their
long established agenda of ethnic-cleansing of
the Kashmir valley of the heterogenous
population. The Congress-PDP government in
the state should immediately reassess the utility
of continuing with its soft policy on terrorism.
The situation in Kashmir requires a healing
touch. This healing touch must heal only the
victims of terror and not its perpetrators. In view
of the serious situation the PDP-Congress
Government will adequately respond in the
national interest and review its earlier decision
of disbanding the Special Operations Group
(SOG). The international community must
understand that Pakistan has not given up its
cross border terrorism and should become
aware of the evil designs of Islamabad and
condemn it outright".
Prof. V.K. Malhotra senior BJP leader - "The
Centre must direct the State government under
Article 355 to take action against terrorism. If
killings continue in state like this, there is no
other alternative to imposition of Article 356 in
the state".
Mr M.Y. Tarigami (CPM), MLA - "There are no
two opinions that State government should
review security arrangements. The forces which
say that the Pandits had migrated to Jammu for
a picnic must see the realities. Even now some
voices would be raised to mislead the public
that the killings were executed by army".
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Mr Harshdev Singh, Education Minister - "No
civilised society can tolerate it How long we
depend on U.S. certificate of great restrain".
Mr Muzaffar Hussain Beg, Finance Minister "Nadimarg carnage is a deep stab wound in the
chest of Kashmir psyche. The repeat of such
gruesome incidents will only reopen the old
wounds. I wonder how would be the next
bloody chapter of the state's bleeding history
scripted".
Mr Bal Thackeray, Shiv Sena Chief - "The
attack on Kashmiri Pandits, recent spate of
blasts in Mumbai and the Akshardam incident
are examples of Islamic terrorism. We all have
to be together and not talk in terms of Marathi,
Gujarati or Bengali...but as Hindus. And we will
all have to fight Islamic terrorism. The country
is passing through a critical phase. We are like
orphans and we have no clear leader".

SUMMARY OF MASSACRES
Kashmiri Pandit Massacres
1. Wandhama Massacre: Wandhama in
Kashmiri means 'hot in winter' i.e. providing
comfort to its people. There is an interesting
story about how Wandhama came to be
inhabited by human population. In old days gone
by, it was a dense forest, full of thorny bushes
called by Kashmiris as Krahdazand. This attack
on humanity was carried by Islamic terrorist
organisations Lashkar-e-Taiba and Hizbul
Mujahideen. Terrorists struck on the intervening
night of January 25 and January 26 1998.
Eyewitness accounts said twenty five terrorists in
army dress swooped on the village at around 10
PM resorted to indiscriminate firing killing 15
Hindus.
2. Nadimarg Massacre: Nadimarg, was a
picturesque village located 1½ kms away from
Zainapore, the historic town founded by the
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benevolent king, Zain-ul-Abdin, in the fifteenth
century. The Pandits had named the king as 'Bata
Shah', (protector of Pandits) because of the
protection he provided to them, after he called
them back from exile and hiding. In a brutal
display of savagery, the merchants of terror,
waging Jehadic war mowed down 24 Kashmiri
Hindus, including 11 women and two children.
Nadimarg, a village 7 kms from Bijbehara, the
home town of the State Chief Minister, Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed, showed to the whole world
how hollow were the claims of the State
Government that situation was ripe for the
journey back home.
3. Prankote Massacre: It was the beheading of
26 Hindus in the villages of Prankote and
Dakikote in Udhampur district (now in Reasi
district) of Jammu and Kashmir on 17 April
1998. The massacre led forced migration of
nearly 1,000 people to Reasi, Pouni Thanpal,
Chasana and other towns of the district.
4. Chapnari Massacre: The 1998 Chapnari
massacre was a massacre of 25 Hindu villagers
in Chapnari (also called Champanari by some
sources) village in Doda district of Jammu &
Kashmir on 19 June 1998, by terrorists
belonging to Lashkar-e-Taiba and Hizbul
Mujahideen. he victims were accompanying two
marriage parties when they were attacked.
5. Qasim Nagar Massacre: On 13 July 2002,
around 8 pm, up to eight terrorists walked into
the Qasim Nagar slum on the outskirts of
Jammu Disguised as Hindu holy men. They then
threw three or four grenades before opening fire
with automatic weapons (AK-47s). Within
minutes 24 people, all Hindus were dead. Three
more died later in hospital and at least 30 were
injured, some critically. The dead included 13
women and a child. The gunmen escaped into
the thickly wooded hills nearby. The victims were
listening to the commentary of Indian-England
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cricket match. There was a power cut at that time
and many had gathered around a radio to listen
to cricket commentary being broadcast live from
Lord's Cricket Ground. Most of those killed were
very poor labourers who lived in makeshift sheds
fabricated from discarded apple crates. The dead
included two blind beggars, 13 women and one
child.
6. Doda Massacre: Two separate attacks took
place that day in neighbouring areas. In the first
attack twenty two unarmed Hindu villagers,
mostly shepherds or their families, were lined up
and gunned down by terrorists in Thawa village in
Kulhand area of Doda district on the night of 30
April 2006. The victims included a 3-year-old girl.
1012 militants wearing army uniforms
perpetrated the massacre. The doctor who was
sent to do the post mortem examination suffered
a heart attack on seeing the bodies and was
admitted to the hospital.
The second attack in the neighbouring Lalon
Galla village in Basantgarh area of Udhampur
district, 35 Hindu shepherds kidnapped by
suspected terrorists were shot dead on the same
day.

AMARNATH YATRA ATTACKS
5. 2000 Mass Shooting: LeT terrorists killed at
least 32 people and injured around 60 in
Pahalgam, the base camp for Amarnath Yatris in
a mass shooting. Among the victims were 21
Hindu pilgrims, seven Muslim shopkeepers and
porters and three security officials. Many of those
killed were local Bakarwal Gurjar Muslim men
and porters hiring horses and services to ferry
pilgrims to the Amarnath shrine. Subsequently,
then Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
visited Pahalgam and blamed the Lashkar-e-Taiba
for the deaths.
6. 2001 Massacre: On July 20, 2001, in the

month of Shraavana, 13 people were killed and
15 others injured in two explosions and firing by
Terrorists on a pilgrim night camp at Sheshnag
Lake near the Amarnath Temple shrine. In the
pre-dawn attack, terrorists penetrated layers of
security and exploded two Improvised Explosive
Devices. The casualties included eight Hindu
pilgrims, three Muslim civilians and two security
personnel.
7. 2006 Bus Attack: Five pilgrims from
Rajasthan were injured when Terrorists hurled a
grenade at their bus at Beehama in Ganderbal,
23 kilometres from Srinagar. No militant outfit
claimed responsibility for the attack.
8. 2017 Terror Attack: On July 10, 2017, eight
Hindu pilgrims on the way from Amarnath
Temple were killed in an attack. The pilgrims
mostly belonged to the Indian state of Gujarat.
Seven were killed and at least 18 were injured in
the attack. Munir Khan, the then Inspector
General of Kashmir said that four Lashkar-e-Taiba
Terrorists were involved in the attack.

ATTACK ON OTHER COMMUNITIES
1. Chittisinghpura Sikh Massacre: Refers to the
mass murder of 35 villagers of the Sikh faith that
was carried out on 20 March 2000 in the
Chittisinghpora (Chittisinghpura) village of
Anantnag district, Jammu and Kashmir, on the
eve of President Bill Clinton's state visit to India.
The massacre was conducted by Pakistan-based
militant group Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT).
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2. Kishtwar Massacre: Killing of 17 Hindu
villagers in village Ladder near Kishtwar in Doda
District of Jammu and Kashmir by Lashkar-eTaiba Terrorists on 3 August 2000. According to
the police, a group of 10 Terrorists swooped on
the village and dragged 20 males belonging to
the Hindu community out of their houses. They
were taken to the adjacent rocky mountain belt
and shot. Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorist Mujib-urRahman was shot dead 3 days later. His logbook
had an entry dated 3 August, "The warriors of the
Lashkar-e-Toiba have killed 19 unbelievers.
3. Kot Charwal Bakerwal Massacre: It was the
killing of 15 Bakarwals in the village of
Chalwalkote by the Islamic Terrorists in Rajouri
district of Jammu and Kashmir on 9 February
2001. The Terrorists came at night and initially
asked the villagers to hand over the female
members of the village for satisfying their sexual
urges. When the villagers resisted this they were
attacked. The terrorists came then bolted the
house of Abdullah Remo and Bashir Abdullah.
Then they lobbed a grenade inside before setting
the house on fire. Of the 15 charred bodies
which were recovered seven were of children, the
youngest one being only four years old.
4.Teli Katha Gujjar Massacre: It was the killing of
twelve Muslim Gujjars by Lashkar-e-Taiba Terrorists
on 26 June 2004 in the village of Teli Katha (also
called Tiali Katha by some sources) in Surankote
Tehsil in Poonch district of Jammu and Kashmir.
he murdered villagers included women, children,
and men who were members of the Village
Defense Committee, had been sleeping in their
dhok. They were fired upon indiscriminately. The
members of VDC returned fire forcing the
Terrorists to flee in 1015 minutes and thereby
saving many lives. The deceased include seven
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members of the VDC and their five children. Ten
others including four women and three children
were injured. The killings were thought to be
revenge for the villagers co-operation with the
Indian army during Operation Sarp Vinash.
5.Doda Massacare: Two separate attacks took
place that day in neighboring areas. In the first
attack twenty two unarmed Hindu villagers,
mostly shepherds or their families, were lined up
and gunned down by terrorists in Thawa village in
Kulhand area of Doda district on the night of 30
April 2006. The victims included a 3-year-old girl.
1012 Terrorists wearing army uniforms
perpetrated the massacre. The doctor who was
sent to do the post mortem examination suffered
a heart attack on seeing the bodies and was
admitted to the hospital The second attack in the
neighboring Lalon Galla village in Basantgarh
area of Udhampur district, 35 Hindu shepherds
kidnapped by suspected terrorists were shot dead
on the same day.

CHRONOLOGY OF ETHNIC CLEANSING
OF KASHMIRI PANDITS
Apart from mass killings, Kashmiri Pandits were
been victims of targeted killings and
assassinations in attempt to create a fear
psychosis and thereby forcing them out of their
homeland. The report, 'Seven Exoduses And The
Ethnic Cleansing Of Kashmiri Hindus', research
think tank Centre for Integrated and Holistic
Studies (CIHS) has published a graphic list of
select documented cases of murder, rape, and
violence against the community in the Valley
from 1989 until 2003. Certain isolated incidents
of creating fear psychosis in Pundits is illustrated
ahead:-
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3.

Terror Incidents
Prabhavati from Nawagari, Chadoora in Budgam district was killed at Hari
March 14, 1989
Singh High Street, Srinagar, J&K.
Renowned Kashmiri Pandit social activist and advocate PanditTika Lal
September 14, 1989
Taploo was shot dead in his house in HabbaKadal, Srinagar, J&K.
47-year-old Sheela Koul Tikoo, from Dalhasanyar, was shot in the chest and
October 31, 1989
head.

4.

November 4, 1989

Justice (Retd) Neelkantha Ganjoo was shot at close range and killed at Hari
Singh Street market near High Court in Srinagar.

5.

December 1, 1989

Ajay Kapoor, a resident of Maharaj Gunj, Srinagar, J&K, was shot and killed
by terrorists in full public view.

6.

December 27, 1989

57-year-old advocate Prem Nath Bhatt of Anantnag was
view.

1.
2.

7.

Date

January 15, 1990

killed in full public

ML Bhan, a govt employee from Khonmoh was killed. The same day, Baldev
Raj Dutta, an operator in Lal Chowk was kidnappedand his brutally tortured
body was found four days later, on January 19, 1990, at Nai Sarak, Srinagar.

8.

January 25, 1990

Sqn leader Ravi Khanna and his colleagues were waiting at the Rawalpura bus
stand for an Indian Air Force bus to take them to the airport when a Maruti
Gypsy and a two-wheeler carrying four JKLF terrorists fired. Khanna and 13
other IAF men fell to the ground.

9.

February 1, 1990

Krishen Gopal Berwa, a central govt employee, and Romesh Kumar Thussu, a
state govt employee of Trehgam were gunned down in full public view.

10.

February 2, 1990

Satish Kumar Tickoo, a young Kashmiri Hindu (Pandit), was shot at pointblank range by a group led by Farooq Ahmad Dar (alias Bitta Karate).

11.

February 13, 1990

The director of Doordarshan, Lassa Kaul was murdered when one of his
colleagues allegedly leaked information about his movement. On the same
day, Rattan Lal of Rawalpora, working in MES was also killed.

12.

February 16, 1990

Anil Bhan was killed by Farook Ahmed Dar, aka Bitta Karate, who’s
responsible for killing thirty-four Kashmiri Pandits.

13.

February 23, 1990

Ashok Kazi was accosted, harassed, and shot in the knees, kicked into the
drain, and urinated upon. As he waited for his agonising death, a few more
shots were fired to kill him.

14.

February 27, 1990

Naveen Sapru was shot near the Habba Kadal bridget in full public view.

15.

March 1, 1990

PN Handoo of the information department was killed, and Tej Kishen of
Badgam was hanged to death by Islamist terrorists.

16.

March 18, 1990

RN Handoo, the personal assistant to the Governor, was killed outside the
gate of his house at Narsinghgarh, Srinagar.

17.

March 19, 1990

BK Ganju was killed when his neighbour revealed his hideout to the terrorists.

18.

March 20, 1990

AK Raina, deputy director of Food and Supplies, was murdered in Srinagar .

19.

April 10, 1990

HL Khera, the GM of HMT was shot dead by terrorists in Srinagar

20.

April 19, 1990

Sarla Bhat was gang-raped by several Muslims, stripped naked, and murdered
brazenly. Her body was thrown on the roadside in full public view.
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21.

April 24, 1990

45-year-old Bansi Lal Sapru of Gulab Bagh was shot and killed from a close
range.

22.

April 24, 1990

Ravinder Kumar Pandita of Mattan, Anantnag, was shot dead at close range
on his way back home. His killers danced over his body in glee.

April 27, 1990

Brij Nath Shah was kidnapped from his home in Sadhu Ganga, Kupwara. He
was found dead two days later. He was tortured, and his lips were stitched
shut.

April 30, 1990

Sarwanand Koul `’Premi’ and his son, Virender Koul, were abducted from
their home, and two days later, their bodies were found hanging, with their
limbs broken, hairs uprooted, and portions of their skin slit open and burnt.

May 1990

Shyam Lal of Chiragam, Anantnag had his hands and feet chopped off and
skull battered after being kidnapped. His remains were stuffed into a sack and
deposited on the threshold of his house.

23.

24.

25.

26.

May 2, 1990

Professor KL Ganju had six bullets pumped into his body. His corpse was kept
in the local mosque for the night and then thrown into theriver. According to
one of the assassins who was arrested later, Mrs Ganju, too, was ruthlessly
killed and her corpse was tied with a stone and thrown into the Jhelum.

May 2, 1990

23-year-old Surinder Kumar Raina, son of Jia Lal Raina, working
as a
liftman in the SKIMS, Soura, was kidnapped in front of cheering and dancing
onlookers and then killed on Ali Jan Road.

28.

May 13, 1990

27-year-old Ashok Kumar, son of Bhasker Nath, from Pulwama was
kidnapped and later shot by Hizbul Mujahideen terrorists. On the same day,
Veer Ji Bhat, son of DN Bhat, a junior engineer in the state irrigation
department posted at Shopian, was sprayed with bullets.

29.

May 16, 1990

Bushan Lal Koul, resident of Amnoo village, was kidnapped by Hizbul
Mujahideen terrorists and strangled with a steel wire.

27.

30.

May 18, 1990

31.

May 19, 1990

32.

May 27, 1990

33.

35.

June 4, 1990

June 1990

Twenty -seven-year-old Manmohan Bachloo, son of Janki Nath Bachloo, of
Qazihama, Baramulla, an assistant in the postal department of Karnah, had
come home on holiday. A childhood friend asked him out for tea and led him
to a shop where his other accomplices shot him at point-blank range.
Dilip Kumar, son of Mohan Lal, hailing from Mujamarag, Shopian, was
dragged out of his home by Muslim terrorists. Dilip’s teeth were hammered
out, and twelve bullets pumped into him. His body was hanged from a tree
with a letter pinned on his chest, daring anyone to lift it and get a
prize of
one lakh.
Prem Nath of Uttarsu in Anantnag district was kidnapped and subsequently
impaled by being nailed on the chest and feet.
GirijaTickoo in Bandipora was abducted and blindfolded. Then four men took
turns raping her. Finally, when she identified one of them by his voice, the
men fearing identification took her to a wood processing unit and
mechanically sawed her alive. Sometime later, almost a similar fate fell on
Kumari Babli and her mother Roopwati of Pulwama.
Ashwani Kumar, injured by terrorists’ bullets, was refused a vehicle to
transport to the hospital. When he was finally rushed to the hospital, the
doctors refused to treat him, and he succumbed to his injuries.
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36.

June 22, 1990

37.

June 24, 1990

38.

June 30, 1990

39.

40.

July 7, 1990

July 15, 1990
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Balkrishen Tutoo of Habba Kadal, Srinagar, an officer in the agriculture
department, was critically wounded by terrorists. On the same day, 52-yearold Makhan Lal Raina, a medical resident posted at a dispensary at Khan
Sahib in Badgam district, hailing from Kharyar, Srinagar, was picked up from
his dispensary, tortured, and finally shot dead. His body was said to have been
chopped into pieces. The mutilated body was eventually recovered from
Dardpora in Badgam.
25-year-old Ashwani Garyali, son of Shambu Nath Garyali from Chhatabal,
Srinagar, was shot by five masked terrorists after they labeled him an
informer.
59-year-old Raj Nath Dhar, son of Dina Nath Dhar, from Qutub-Ud-din Pora,
Alikadal, Srinagar, was shot at and killed.
Gopi Nath Raina, shot dead in his shop by Hizbul Mujahideen terrorists. On
the same day, Dina Nath Mujoo, a 70-year-old theosophist who contributed
immensely towards educating the Muslim youth of Fateh Kadal, was stabbed
ruthlessly by terrorists who barged into his house in the dead of night and
decapitated him.
Shiban Kishen Koul, son of Radha Krishen Koul of Ashmuji, Kulgam,
Anantnag, was slaughtered by his close neighbours. His father was
slaughtered the next day, July 16, 1990, in the same manner.
Sixty-one-year-old former serviceman Autar Singh, son of Fateh Singh, of
Saimnoo in Kulgam district of Kashmir, working with Hindustan Petroleum in
Pulwama, was labelled an informer and shot dead by armed Islamic terrorists.

41.

July 26, 1990

42.

August 13, 1990

Babli Raina of Sopore, a teacher by profession, was gang-raped in her house
in the presence of her family members.

August 17, 1990

Chand Ji Kher, the teenage son of Dina Nath Kher, and a resident of Vessu,
Anantnag, was killed after he went out of his house on being called by his
Muslim friends.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

October 6, 1990

October 7, 1990

Professor DP Khazanchi, son of Damodar Khazanchi of Kani Kadal, had three
bullets pumped into him, killing him on the spot. On the same day, Zinda Lal
Pandita, son of Prakash Ram Pandita of Bagatpora, Handwara, was kidnapped
from his residence and strangled with a steel wire in a nearby orchard by JKLF
assassins.
Jagan Nath Pandita, son of Ganesh Nath Pandita of Bagatpora, Handwara,
was kidnapped from his house and taken to his orchard, where he was
strangled with a steel wire. His killing occurred during the intervening night of
October 7-8, 1990.

October 12, 1990

47-year-old Pushker Nath Razdan, son of Tika Lal Razdan, a resident of
Khonmuha, in Pulwama district, was killed by Hizbul Mujahideen terrorists
who barged into his house and shot him at night.

October 15, 1990

Maheshwar Nath Bhat, son of Zana Bhat of HazuriBagh, Srinagar, was killed
when armed terrorists barged into his house seeking his son-in-law who had
hid in the house.
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January 2, 1991

Omkar Nath Wali, son of Parmanand Wali from Chak-i-Rajwati, Vessu in
Anantnag district, was an assistant sub-inspector of police, posted at district
police lines, Anantnag. He was kidnapped and shot dead by his colleagues in
the police department

49.

June 16, 1991

RajinderTickoo from Batpora, Shopian, who worked in the accounts
department of Shopian Hospital accounts, was shot with four bullets. His
disconsolate father himself cremated his body as no priest was available.

50.

June 1991

Brij Lal Kaul and his wife Chhoti from village Harman, Shopian, were tied
behind a jeep and dragged and then shot dead. Their mangled bodies were
recovered some 10 kilometres away from Harman.

51.

August 8, 1991

Asha Koul was abducted from Achabal, Anantnag, and taken to an
abandoned house of a Kashmiri Pandit in Srinagar where she was gang-raped
for many days and then tortured to death. Her body was found later in a
decomposed state in that very house on August 26, 1991.

52.

August 26, 1991

22-year-old Surinder Kumar Koul of Batagund, Handwara, was kidnapped by
his friends, tortured, and shot to death at Langate in Kashmir.

53.

October 18, 1991

Kanya Lal Peshin, son of Kanth Ram Peshin of Pazalpora, Bandipora, a poor
farmer who barely managed to survive on his measly income, was kidnapped
from his house at 9 pm and taken three kilometres away from his village
where he was subjected to torture. Pins were driven into his nails and, finally, a
metre-long piece of cloth was stuffed into his mouth to stifle him to death. His
body was later found at Ajar, Bandipora.

54.

March 31, 1992

Bimla Braroo of Nai Sarak, Srinagar, and her daughter, Archana were raped in
the presence of her husband, Sohan Lal, before all three were killed.

55.

March 21-22, 1997

Seven Kashmiri Hindus (Pandits) were massacred during the night at
Sangrampora village in Budgam. The terrorists dragged them out of their
houses and gunned them down.

56.

January 25, 1998

Twenty -three Kashmiri Pandits were shot in cold blood in Wandhama Village,
including women and children.

48.

57.

March 24, 2003

Twenty -four Kashmiri Pandits, including infants, were shot dead in Nadimarg
Village.

GRAB OF PANDIT LAND BY TERROR
ORGANISERS
The forced exodus of the Pandits from Kashmir.
Even today, those of us who lived through it
struggle to full deal with the pain of our brothers
leaving the Valley. In the years that followed, all of
us watched a parallel phenomenon. Jamaat e
Islami and Hizbul Mujahideen established

themselves as the biggest beneficiaries of the exit
of Pandits from Kashmir. They grabbed and
occupied plush houses and prime lands
belonging to the Pandits. All this happened in a
planned and organized manner. The exodus of
the Pandits happened more than 30 years ago.
All over Kashmir, there were Pandit houses,
Pandit orchards, and also agricultural land. The
maximum number of buyers of Pandit property
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are those who were directly or indirectly
associated with Terrorism. Either they themselves
or their close relatives were connected with the
conflict. The forced exodus of the Pandits was a
convenient strategy for Jamaat e Islami and its
militant arm Hizbul Mujahideen to grab the land
and property belonging to the Pandits. The land
grabbing was done in a crafty way.
vii

JeI and HM declared in 1990 that the property
of the Pandits would be regarded as Bait-ulMaal (Common property for Islamic welfare)
after the freedom of Kashmir. JeI and the
Terrorists decreed that because this was Baitul-Maal, no one was allowed to purchase any
type of property from Kashmiri Pandits. This
turned out to be a big hoax. Declaring Pandit
land and property as Bait-ul-Maal was part of
the plan of JeI and HM for land grabbing. In
the years that followed, the local units of
Hizbul Mujahideen ordered that if anyone
wanted to purchase Pandit property, he would
have to seek the permission of the local HM
commanders beforehand. For the Kashmiris
who were associated directly or indirectly with
Jamaat e Islmai or Hizbul Mujahideen, it was
very easy to seek the permission of the
militant commanders to buy Pandit property.
Ultimately, the plan implemented and followed
was that the ownership of this property should
be restricted only to the members
and sympathizers of HM and JeI.
The Buyer Determined The Price - A
Rare Case: This was the rare case in
history where property exchanged hands
not at the price fixed by the seller. The
property was sold at the price fixed by
the buyer. This happened because in an
overwhelming majority of cases, the
Pandits did not have any choice
regarding their property. Distress sale of
Pandit properties was happening all over
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Kashmir. They knew that if they do not sell their
properties, it would be grabbed sooner or later,
and they would get nothing for it. The common
Kashmiris had no option but to watch this
tamasha. They were and they continue to be
helpless before the Terrorists. JeI and HM
members remained busy buying assets of the
Pandits and building properties for their children.
Those heading the erstwhile state governments
remained mute spectators to the gun power
wielded by the Terrorists and the close
collaboration of JeI and HM in this loot. During
those years, JeI and HM were the real power
centers in Kashmir. They ran parallel sarkar in the
state and wielded more power than the ministers
or bureaucrats.
The property left behind by the Pandits was used
by the Terrorists to collect money. It was done in
this way. Agricultural land belonging to Pandits
was allotted to neighboring farmers on the
understanding of half share in produce and
profit. For example, one Kanal of land was given
to someone and it produced two quintals of rice.
Out of this, one quintal was the share of the
militant who may have been from the same
village or outside. The forced exodus of the
Pandits was a convenient strategy for Jamaat e
Islami and its militant arm Hizbul Mujahideen to
grab the land and property belonging to the
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Pandits. The land grabbing was done in a crafty
way. Declaring Pandit land and property as Baitul-Maal was part of the plan of JeI and HM for
land grabbing. In the years that followed, the
local units of Hizbul Mujahideen ordered that if
anyone wanted to purchase Pandit property, he
would have to seek the permission of the local
HM commanders beforehand. JeI and HM
members remained busy buying assets of the
Pandits and building properties for their children.
Those heading the erstwhile state governments
remained mute spectators to the gun power
wielded by the Terrorists and the close
collaboration of JeI and HM in this loot.
In Kupwara, North Kashmir, there was a Pandit
village named Gund Gushi near Bohipora. This
was a village of affluent Pandits. They owned
highly fertile land in prime locations. The landgrab modus operandi of JeI and HM was
implemented here in toto. All the land belonging
to the Pandits was grabbed by influential persons
in Jamaat e Islami and Hizbul Mujahideen. The
militant commanders of Bohipora carried out a
well-thought-out plan so that Pandits were
compelled to sell their land and other assets for
meager amounts. Gund Gushi was a classic
example of how Pandits were driven out so that
Jamaat e Islami and HM could grab their
properties. Bumai was a village of rich Pandits
about 10 kms from Sopore, the sub-district
headquarter. After the Pandits fled in 1990, the
maximum property in this village was purchased
by people who paid a good amount of money to
JeI and Syed Ali Geelani. Sopore was Geelani's
stronghold. In Bumai and other areas in and
around Sopore, it was mandatory to get a letter
from Peer Sahab (Syed Ali Geelani) and then
move to Jammu for the registration of the
property.
It seems to that in the early years of Terrorism,
some functionaries of the state government were
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biased in favor of the Terrorists. These officers
used the community land belonging to the
Pandits for the construction of buildings that
benefited the Muslim population. Like Ahl-eIslam, the religious land of Muslims, the religious
land of Pandits is Ahl-e-Hanood. In Vilgam in
Kupwara, the food store was constructed by the
district administration on Ahl-e-Hanood land
without the permission of the Pandit community.
There are ruins of a temple at a distance of about
10 meters from the food store. I remember that
when I was a child, Pandits used to visit this
temple for prayers. In the years after their exodus,
it fell into neglect and the structure deteriorated.
All of us in Vilgam knew that this is Ahl-e-Hanood
land. We Kashmiris have always prided ourselves
on our justice and fairness towards all. Where did
this justice and fairness go when officers of the
district administration constructed the food store
on this land? If they did not want to renovate the
temple structure, at least they should have
protected the land and constructed a fence
around it to show some respect towards Pandit
sentiment and property. Instead, they encroached
upon the area with a government structure. This
also places a question mark over the role of the
Kashmir civil society in bridging the gap between
these two Kashmiri communities. The AhleHanood land is situated at a distance of about
200 meters from the office of the Tehsildar, and
at the distance of about 15 meters from the SubDistrict Hospital of Vilgam where more than 100
patients visit daily to attend OPD. All patients are
locals who know that this land belongs to the
Pandits. They know there was a temple here
where the Pandits offered prayers daily. Why did
they not stop the district administration from
constructing a food store here?
Closely Associated with Terrorism Could
Purchase Land: Dugger Bhat was a village of
Pandits near Vilgam. There used to be 45 houses
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of Pandits in this village. All the houses were wellfurnished. The Pandits who lived here were
called as Dugger Bhats. When they left the village
fearing for their lives, they could take only the
bare essentials. The houses and all the
furnishings were left as such. The Pandits had
thought that they would return soon. Where are
those houses now? Everything of value inside
them was looted, and the houses were
dismantled by anti-social elements. The beautiful
Dugger Bhat was occupied by those who had
close links with Jamaat e Islami and Hizbul
Mujahideen. As was the practice in other areas,
only those people could purchase Pandit
property, who got the approval from the JeI
leaders. In Dugger Bhat especially, the purchase
of land was restricted to those whose kith and kin
were associated with Terrorism. One Ghulam
Rasool Malik purchased 10 kanals of land from a
Pandit. Malik was an active militant and the
Jamaat Rukan of the area. Sonullah Mir
purchased 15 kanals in Dugger Bhat. His won
was a top commander of Al Baraq, a militant
outfit. Asadullah Tantray purchased five kanals
here. He is a senior leader of JeI. Ali Bhat
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purchased 12 kanals. His two sons were active
Terrorists. Sideeq wani purchased 5 kanals in
Dugger Bhat. One of his sons was a militant.
Gulam Hassan Bhat purchased 12 kanals. His
brother was a militant. Abdul Rashid Mir
purchased 17 kanals of land in Dugger Bhat. His
two brothers were terrorists. Ghulam Rasool
Khan purchased 7 kanals here. He himself was a
terrorist.

GOVT ATTEMPTS TO REHABILITATE
PANDITS
Initially in the year 1990, the state Government of
J&K, after registering migrant families, provided
cash relief of Rs. 250 per head per family and
free ration, which has been enhanced from time
to time. At present, the cash relief has been
enhanced to Rs.2500 per head per month
(Maximum of Rs.10,000 per family per month) to
eligible families living in Jammu. Expenditure
incurred by the Govt of Jammu and Kashmir in
this respect is reimbursed by the Ministry of
Home Affairs under Security Related Expenditure
(Return & Rehabilitation) - STE (R&R). An
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assistance of approx. Rs. 1,599.18
Crore has been provided to the
Government of Jammu and
Kashmir by the Central
Government in this respect under
SRE (R&R) since 1989-90.
Under Prime Minister's package 2004, 5242 Two Room Tenements
(TRTs) had been constructed in
Jammu at four locations (Purkhoo,
Nagrota and Jagti) and had been
alloted to the migrants. Further,
200 flats had been allotted to the
migrants on sharing basis, who had joined the
State Government service under employment
component of Prime Minister's Package 2008.
Out of these 200 flats, 31 have also been allotted
to the local migrants who migrated from their
native places within the Kashmir Valley.
In 2015, under the Prime Minister's Development
Package, announced by the Prime Minister on
7th November, 2015, the Government of India
had approved creation of 3,000 additional State
Government jobs for the Kashmiri migrants at a
cost of Rs. 1,080 crore and construction of 6,000
Transit Accommodations in the Kashmir Valley at
a cost of Rs. 920 crore. This is in addition to
3,000 State Government jobs, construction of
725 Transit Accommodations sanctioned earlier,
besides financial assistance for construction of
houses for the migrants and 5,242 two room
tenements constructed in Jammu (Purkhoo,
Muthi, Nagrota and Jagti) and 200 flats
constructed at Sheikhpora in Budgam district for
the migrants.
The Government of India reimburses monthly
cash relief to the Kashmiri migrants, which was
enhanced in May, 2015 from Rs. 6,600/- to Rs
10,000/- per family. Further, in June, 2018, the
cash relief has been enhanced from Rs. 10,000/to Rs. 13,000/- per family. Besides, the

Government of India also reimburses the monthly
cash relief to the Kashmiri migrants settled in
Delhi/NCR. This was stated by the Minister of
State for Home Affairs, Shri G.Kishan Reddy in a
written reply to question in the Lok sabha.
Present number of registered Kashmiri migrant
families is about 62,000. About 40,668 registered
Kashmiri migrant families are residing in Jammu;
about 19,338 registered Kashmiri migrant
families are living in Delhi and about 2,000
families are settled in other states. In the year
2008, the Government announced a
Comprehensive Package amounting to Rs.
1,618.40 Crore for the return and rehabilitation
of the Kashmiri Migrants, which provides for
many facilities for the migrants e.g. financial
assistance for purchase/construction/ repair of
houses, construction of transit accommodation,
continuation of cash relief, scholarship to
students, employment/self-employment,
assistance to the agriculturists and the
horticulturist and waiver of interest on unpaid
loan etc.
In 2021, the Jammu and Kashmir administration
restored land belonging to 610 pandit migrants
in the past five years. Under the Jammu and
Kashmir Migrant Immovable Property
(Preservation, Protection and Restraint on
Distress Sales) Act, 1997, district magistrates
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(DMs) of concerned districts in Jammu and
Kashmir are the legal custodians of the
immovable properties of migrants. The DMs are
further empowered to take all steps to preserve
and protect such properties. The Government of
Jammu and Kashmir had launched a portal on 7
September 2021 to address the grievances of
Kashmiri migrants related to immovable
properties and community assets. To bring back
the migrated Kashmiri Pandits, the government
had sanctioned the construction of 6,000 transit
accommodations in Kashmir Valley at an
estimated cost of Rs 920 crore to provide
accommodation to employed Kashmiri migrants.

Present Status Of Kashmiri Pandits
Hearts get shattered after witnessing the
dastardly killings by The Resistance Force (TRF)
alias LeT in Kashmir, including those of chemist
Makhan Lal Bindroo, principal Supinder Kaur and
a Kashmiri Pandit, Deepak Chand, who had
returned from Jammu to his ancestral house,
plus thousands of others since 1947. Sadly, the
land of Sufi saints and sadhus alike, Syed Bulbul
Shah, Mir Sayyed Hamdani, Nund Rishi
(Nooruddin Wali), Utpaladeva, Bhagwan
Gopinath, Lal Ded, Rupa Bhawani, Habba
Khatoon and many others has become a
hellhole. The central government's quest for
resettling Kashmiri Hindus back in the valley is as
old as the community's exile. Successive
governments have tried to do their bit, given that
the inconvenient fact of the violent displacement
of half a million people raises fundamental
questions on the very claim that India makes over
Kashmir. After all, if the state cannot guarantee
its peaceful citizens in a particular territory the
fundamental right to life, how can it claim control
over it?
Nearly 3,800 Kashmiri migrants have returned to
Kashmir since the 1990s and 520 have returned
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since the abrogation of Article 370 to take up
jobs under the Prime Minister's package. The
government also is expecting 2,000 more
migrants to return this year. It provided this
information in response to a question on
Kashmiri Pandits. “Special jobs for the Kashmiri
migrant youth under the PM package has been
an important component for the rehabilitation of
kashmiri migrants.
In order to provide accommodation to the 6,000
Kashmiri migrants who are getting jobs in the
Jammu and Kashmir administration in the Valley,
6,000 transit accommodation units are being
constructed in various districts at an estimated
cost of Rs 920 crore. “So far, 1,025 dwelling
units have already been constructed which
include 721 dwelling units in the district of
Budgam, Kulgam, Kupwara, Anantnag and
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Pulwama. Another 1,488 units are under
construction and land has been identified for
about 2444 units,” MoS Home. In order to
encourage rehabilitation of Kashmir migrants in
the Valley, the government has announced other
incentives in order to help such families.
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ENSLAVING KASHMIR THROUGH KILLING AND VIOLENCE
A HANDIWORK OF THE DUBIOUS CARTEL OF TERRORISTS, SEPARATISTS AND OGWS

INTRODUCTION
The primary goal of law is to have an orderly

society where the citizenry's dreams for change

and progress are realized and the individual

aspiration finds space for expression of his/her

potential. In such an atmosphere while every

citizen is entitled to enjoy the rights and

interests bestowed under the constitutional and

statutory law, he is also obligated to remain

obeisant to the command of law.

Since 1947, the protracted issue of Kashmir has
predominantly underpinned the subcontinents
security discourse having dictated the trajectory
of unsettling ties between India and Pakistan.
Having caused wars and bloodshed, the Kashmir
problem has engendered a burgeoning discourse
in the subcontinent and beyond. Short of
objectivity, the debate on Kashmir is soiled by
competing, politically-colored narratives. Kashmir
has been under a state of siege for more than
three decades now.
An erstwhile princely state which agreed to
integrate with India wholeheartedly on the basis
of convergences of secularism, liberalism and
democratic norms, it has been wracked by
violence ever since. This violence was initially
overt, in the form of naked aggression by
[1]

Pakistan, which has since 1947 tried to take over
its territory using state and non- UT-based actors.
Pakistan made two unsuccessful attempts to
seize Kashmir's territory by force (1947 & 1965)
but after failing to do so, started sending its
excess proxies, leftovers of its Afghan jihad, into
Kashmir from 1989. The peaceful and serene
valley, the jannat on earth, has been converted
into hell by Pakistan. Kashmir has witnessed slow
destruction of its ethnicity, literature, and
centuries-old tradition of kashmiriyat in last three
decades of proxy war by Pakistan. Violence pains
people and destabilizes the progress they
deserve. The conflict over the past three decades
have exacerbated issues like security, political
balance, loss of lives, mass destruction of
property, migration of Kashmiri Pandits,
devastation of tourism and employment
opportunities, grinding of education and health.
The terrorists have been regularly targeting
government infrastructure, schools, health
centers, mobile towers, electricity and water
supply over last three decades.
THE BROADER ASPECT OF DENIAL OF
BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS

The broader subject of denial of basic human
rights such as daily economic activity particularly
of daily wagers, small shopkeepers, taxi owners,
bus drivers, street hawkers, tourist guides and
even mule drivers whose very survival depends on
routine population movement that is stalled by
protests and bandhs. Under societal pressure,
majority of the population remains mute, wherein
a small segment of privileged class thrives on an
agenda of palpable fear through gullible teenage
youth. Bandhs and protests ensure closure of
school and colleges thus denying fundamental
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labourer, a diligent Principal, a loving
teacher, a family man taxi driver,
Hindu, Muslim or Sikh even though
unarmed and not even associated
with SFs will be killed on streets. A
police man after doing his duty,
having attended to sermons in a
mosque, while visiting his family on
leave will be killed by cowards on
payrolls of anti-social and regressive
elements. These acts of violence
right of education to students who want to attend
classes. Possibly the only segment that benefits
are the salaried class, who get to stay at home or
the Nexus affiliates, paid sufficiently, to ensure

committed by State/ Non State
actors will continue if not treated as HRVs. These
State/ Non State actors are required to be held
accountable.

that their children study and live South of Peer

Those who feel that only minority/ somebody else

Panjal Range or abroad. So is the case of denial

is affected by such barbaric/dastardly acts or it is

of basic human rights to women, nearly 50% of

better to remain mute to the call of wide spread

the population. Imagine a young girl's band

protests and bandhs which target/affect the lower

Pragash was hankered to be closed in 2013

end of the population segment, who do not have

while the modern and metropolitan Kashmiri

a voice or a say, below is a poem by German

society watched silently. An army of trolls from

Pastor Martin Niemöller in 1945:-

within the Kashmir valley led from Pakistan and
abroad went after the young women who
participated in various arts and cultural shows
earlier this year. So much so, the goons of TRF, a
pseudonym for LeT, issued threats to girls
wearing trousers and no one condemned or
raised rights issues of women. HR organizations
led by the Nexus can implicate SFs on trumped
up charges of HRV to hype the passion of the
population. The same is not true of HRV
perpetuated by the Nexus for fear of retribution. A
common local refrain is, while the local
population may stay quiet but the leaders of HR
orgs and media houses can at least speak up the
subject from relative safety of distance from
valley.
Therefore women will be oppressed, people who
don't obey the diktat of the nexus will be killed,
children orphaned and wives widowed. A poor

In Germany they came for the
Communists,
and I didn't speak up because
I wasn't a Communist.
Then they came for the Jews,
and I didn't speak up because
I wasn't a Jew;
Then they came for the trade unionists,
and I didn't speak up because
I wasn't a trade unionist.
Then they came for the Catholics,
and I didn't speak up because
I was a Protestant.
Then they came for me,
and by that time
no one was left to speak up”.
- Martin Niemöller
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the responsibilities of such mindless violence to
the perpetrators who are well known

The worst is the deafening silence in the

orchestrators from behind.

local, national & international HR groups and
media houses to the killing and similar HR
violations perpetrated by the Nexus over three
decades in J &K. They would cry hoarse to all

SYSTEMATIC SUBVERSION OF MEDIA IN
KASHMIR

and sundry including United Nations, for even

In late April 1991, Shaban Wakil, Editor in Chief

periodic cuts in internet, as denial of HR, even

of prominent Urdu daily AI-Safa was brutally

though these cuts prevented human tragedies

gunned downed in his office by Pakistani

through orchestrated, compelled or paid street

sponsored terrorists. Shaban Wakil had been

violence by gullible 14-15 year olds. Orchestrated

critical of the terrorists who had unleashed an

by Pakistan affiliates through 'White Collared

atmosphere of fear and terror in Kashmir since

Terrorists', who are more dangerous than a

the eruption of terrorism in 1989. In following

criminal or a terrorist. Are not
these killings denial of HR of
affected families? A young
adopted muslim girl lost her
foster mother in Mrs Supinder
Kaur, while entire Government
Boys Higher Secondary
School at Eidgah, Srinagar
lost its Principal, a teacher
and the students introduced
to the environment of fear,
where they will see the spots
of killing forever.

What

about the HR of family of
MakhanLalBindroo, who lost
their father, husband and
bread winner? What about
Mohd Shafi Lone of
Shahgund, President Local
Taxi Drivers Association, who
was killed on 05 Oct 2021. He
has 8 family members, an old
mother, aged father, 3
brothers, 2 sisters & a wife.
Don't they have any human
rights? While SF should be
held accountable but why are
HR proponents silent to take
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years, many other journalists, intellectuals,

publish it accordingly. Some entered directly into

teachers, politicians, religious leaders and social

business partnerships with the separatist leaders

workers met the same fate. Pakistan was

while others got paid hefty sums of money to

successful in silencing the saner nationalistic

propagate the separatist ideology. Soon a thriving

voices within the valley. The intimidation and

economic model of conflict benefactors from the

coercion of Kashmir society in favour of

raging conflict emerged.

separatism by and large was near complete.

[2]

With the re-emergence of mainstream politics in

As a result, most of the media houses and their

the Valley, these media men, who had by then

associated journalists became the mouth pieces

established themselves well within the society

of Pakistani backed terror organizations. From

donned the role of middle men between the main

press notes to hit lists, they would carry all

stream and these paratist parties. From

dictates of these terror organizations with little to

negotiating on issues pertaining to security and

no resistance. It ushered in an era of reporting

managing unstable peace, to doling out

which would ignore any or all atrocities

contracts and securing jobs for the kith and kin

committed by these terror organizations. The

of the separatist leaders, as they would frequently

brutal killings, rapes, extortion, kidnappings,

hold the state to ransom, these men indulged in

disappearance of common people carried out by

every activity which was detrimental to welfare of

the terrorists were met with near total silence. In

the state and society. The nexus between the

turn, what it paved way for was the depiction of

mainstream and separatist parties to jointly

the state as the only instrument of violence and

manage the irrespective spaces gave complete

atrocities. Thus started the inception of Single

sanctity to the conflict economy.

Story Syndrome wherein any violence or criminal
act committed in the Valley was either justified in
the name of the state or attributed to it. Many
years down the line, this syndrome still plagues
the media fraternity in the Valley. The new media
houses which emerged during this period quickly
adjusted to this operating module. Proximity to
separatist organizations became a norm for most
of these media men. They would throng the
offices of these organisations and take dictates to

As the single story of anti-India sentiment
became a daily occurrence in media and public
discourses, the budding generation of journalists
were overwhelmingly influenced by the separatist
narrative carried the mantle of Pakistani
propaganda forward. They projected India as the
Goliath of all problems and them as David staked
with slaying the Goliath. These journalists actually
were activists of Pakistani propaganda machinery.
As New Delhi scrambled to restore peace and
normalcy in the Valley, the policy of
accommodating dissenting voices further
normalized sedition as a daily discourse. This
also provided the successive state governments
with an excuse of accommodating the separatist
voices within all spheres.
Kashmir witnessed unprecedented corruption
during this turmoil from both ends. While a
certain section of society wielded unaccounted
mass of wealth, the common Kashmiri silently
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suffered on all ends. From gifting of government

Indian system and its agencies. Same was the

jobs to the rise of private contractors, to

case for Jammu and Kashmir police. Any officer

providing scholarships, the state and non-state

who would stand against this ecosystem was

benefactors ruled roost. The common Kashmiri

either transferred to a less significant posting or

bee lined behind these conflict entrepreneurs to

maligned by the labelling narrative. All this was

scavenge some space and a somewhat decent

managed behind the scenes by the same conflict

living for himself. This ecosystem became so

entrepreneurs who were the supposed ball joints

vicious that it destroyed the basic ethos of the

of mainstream-separatist ecosystem. Finally New

society.

Delhi realised the failure of its previous policy and

The allegations of rampant corruption among the
top echelons of power, favoritism, nepotism,
seeking state accountability on good governance,
hardly found space in most media publications.
When corruption and malpractice cases of large
magnitude came to the fore, silent deals were
stuck to hush up the stories. Another
predominant narrative to hush up the
malpractices corruption among the separatists
was also built. Since so called Azadi was the only
objective supposedly for the Pakistani backed
separatist leaders, under the garb of this so
called Azadi slogan every wrong doing of theirs
was swept under the carpet. The popular
narrative for this criminal silence percolated was,
that it hurts the larger goal of achieving this so
called Azadi as it discredits these self-styled
leaders in the unabatedly.

immediately started rectifying it. After the
abrogation of article 370, crackdown on conflict
entrepreneurs to break the back of conflict
economy which fuels the deadly cycle of
terrorism was initiated. The separatists who were
propagators of seditious narratives were rightly
jailed as per law. The Pakistani agenda of
spreading disinformation and misinformation
through its mouth pieces in the valley were
stopped. Many Pakistani propaganda activists
masquerading as journalists were arrested. The
course correction to set up the ground for
ushering stable peace in and Kashmir has begun,
but the remaining ecosystem of conflict
entrepreneurs is still working to disrupt the
peace. Complete dismantling of this ecosystem is
imperative to sow seeds for lasting peace and
prosperity in Jammu and Kashmir and is the
need of an hour.

Thereof, every attempt was made to malign the
reputation of those journalists who had the
courage to stand up against this thievery. They
were labelled as stooges and collaborators of the

'Pakistan is a paranoid state that has its
[3]
enemies'.
You are free; you are free to go to your temples,
you are free to go to your mosques or to any
other place of worship in this State of Pakistan.
You may belong to any religion or caste or
creedthat has nothing to do with the business of
the State . . . We are starting with this
fundamental principle that we are all citizens
and equal citizens of one State . . . I think we
should keep that in front of us as our ideal and
you will find that in due course Hindus would
cease to be Hindus and Muslims would cease to
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be Muslims, not in the religious sense, because
that is the personal faith of each individual, but
[4]
in the political sense as citizens of the State.

PAK MERCENARIES TRICKING J&K
YOUTH INTO TERRORISM, USING THEM
AS 'TERROR MULES'
Pakistani mercenaries operating in Jammu and
Kashmir are tricking the youth into terrorism and
using them as "terror mules" who can even be
eliminated if they plan to shun the path of
violence, senior security officials said on Sunday.
Referring to an encounter in Budgam earlier and
the call details of 24-year-old Wasim Qadir Mir, a
resident of Shahzadpora, the officials said he was
the latest victim of the despotic behaviour of the
Pakistani terrorists who eliminated him during a
gun. Mir along with his two Pakistani accomplices
were trapped in a cordon-and-search operation,
leading to a fierce gunfight, they said, adding by
dawn, it was common news that the security
forces had eliminated yet another group of

mainstream and eventually when he was given an
opportunity by the security forces to save his own
life, he did not stand a chance at the hands of the
very companions for whom he was working as
the "terror mule". He said as it would have
exposed the facade of the so-called local
freedom movement and also shown the great
human tragedy that the valley has been subjected
to for the last three decades by Pakistan-based
terror

groups.

"As far as Kashmir is concerned, Pakistan's
modus operandi continues to remain the same

terrorists in an encounter but what was
uncommon was the way the series of events
unfolded during the encounter the preceding
night."During the encounter Mir wanted to put
down his arms probably with an aim to come out
[5]

and surrender to the security forces but.

Mir was a school dropout who initially worked as
an Over Ground Worker and subsequently was
recruited into the terror folds in December 2020
by JeM commander Saifullah alias "Lambu Bhai",
a Pakistani terrorist. Even though Mir's stint as
an active terrorist was short, he had a long list of
acts of terror attributed to him, including the
Zewan attack in which three police personnel

over the years -- infiltrate Pakistani terrorists into
the valley in numbers, sizable enough to create
and operate cellular groups of 3-4 terrorists,
comprising at least one local youth. They do it by
creation of pseudo terror groups, namely
Kashmir Tigers and The Resistance Front (TRF),
which are only shadow outfits of banned terror
groups like Jaish-e-Mohammed and
Lashker-e-Taiba respectively.

'HYBRID, PART-TIME TERRORISTS' A NEW
CHALLENGE FOR SECURITY FORCES IN
JAMMU AND KASHMIR

were killed and 11 others were injured on
December 13 last year. They said it was probably
his involvement in a long list of terror-related
incidents that prevented him from re-joining the

There is a new challenge for security forces in
Kashmir valley - the presence of 'part-time or
hybrid terrorists'. These terrorists are Hybrid'' are
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not listed with the security forces as ultras but
are people who are radicalized enough to carry
terror attacks and then slip back into routine
life. In the last two weeks, seven civilians were
killed.
Most of the killings that have taken place this
year in the Kashmir valley were done using
pistols. And many of such attacks were carried
out by these part-time terrorists. Police are now
trying to break the chain of these attacks. More
than 500 people have been detained by the
Jammu Kashmir police in the last few days after
the rise of civilian killings. The security forces

Hybrid terrorists or part-time terrorists
are those who are not listed with us but
are in touch with militants. They are locally
trained and after taking out one or two
attacks they slip back into normal life.

are now trying to formulate a new strategy to
- Vijay Kumar, IG Kashmir.

break through the new modus operandi of the

“Anger and frustration in one of
the most militarized conflict zones in the world
is only pushing more Kashmiris toward joining

terror groups.

There is a new modus operandi of
terrorists to kill innocent civilians using
pistols. All the policemen who have
been killed this year were without

Pulwama attacks in February 2019, the Hizb ul
Mujahideen and the Lashkar-e-Taiba, among
others have recruited innocent Kashmiris and
indoctrinated them ever since the 1980s. Over
the years, while their methods of recruitment of
training have changed, given the coming of the
internet, these groups have continued to lead

weapons at the time of the killing. And

attacks on innocent civilians in the UT of Jammu

most of the attacks were carried out by

and Kashmir.

pistols. It's very easy to carry and
attack using a pistol. Pakistan has
chosen a new modus operandi to let
them use pistols.

The 'terror' phase of the early 1990s had also
brought to front the challenges and security
issues faced by local employees and their families
where they were intimidated by threat of gun.
Such challenges may again emerge and would

the ranks of the armed insurgence.”

TARGETED LOSS OF HUMAN LIVES
The proxy war has claimed 26,226 lives between
1988 and 2020 in an estimated 43,956 incidents
of terrorist violence. Of these casualties 10,310
(40 per cent) were civilians, 3,520 (13 per cent)
were security forces personnel, and 12,396 (47
per cent) terrorists. The proxies responsible,
which include groups like the Jaish-eMohammed, which was responsible for the

require appropriate measures so that the
momentum of the working of the civil
administration, courts and others services is not
compromised. Terrorists by violating the
fundamental Human Rights often set out to
create an atmosphere of extreme uncertainty in
which normal decision-making processes
become difficult if not impossible and as such
interfere with democracy and the rule of law. The
current 'war on terrorism' has in some instances
corroded the very values that terrorists target:
human rights and the rule of law. For their part,
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the militant groups have continued to use their

an image of dissent and anger. Although stone-

military and political power to engage in abuses

pelting contributed to mutual damage, the

against the civilian population.

outnumbered security forces in such situations

ADAPTIVE TACTICS BY TERRORISTSOGW-SEPARATISTS
The modus operandi of the terrorists is
constantly changing. The conflict in Kashmir has
undergone several changes and terrorists and
their handlers have kept themselves relevant by
drawing upon ideas and tactics from elsewhere.
From hit and run tactics of mujahedeen in early
90s to stalemate the security forces, they initially
planned to increase Kashmir's economic, military,
and political costs for India. After suffering
setbacks, they minimized confrontation against
the security forces and operated from rural
hideouts with material and intelligence support
from Over Ground Workers (OGWs) as was seen
in higher reaches of Pir Panjal ranges. Then a

were hardest hit resulting in grave injuries to
security forces.
Few stone pelters injured or killed during the
clashes added fuel to the fire for venom spitting
sections of academia in favor of human rights
violations against them. At the same time, the
rights of security forces were blissfully ignored.
For instance, the 2016 unrests (with intensified
stone-pelting), solely contributed to over 8,300
injured security personnel. Fascinated by the
success of encrypted Social Media platforms
such as FB and Whats App, the militant
organizations adopted the similar strategy for
their anti-Indian propaganda to attract Kashmiri
youth towards terrorism and jihad.

POLITICAL KILLINGS

new phase of fidayeen came into existence in

The bulk of killings of political activists in J&K

1999, where a squad of 2 to 4 militants would

occurred during the initial years, from January

undertake suicidal missions and target key

1996 to December 2002. The first political killing

government or military buildings and

was that of the National Conference (NC) activist

infrastructure. This lasted for half a decade. By

Mohammad Yusuf Hawala in down t own

2008, the separatist/secessionist section of

Srinagar on August 21, 1989, while the recent

Kashmiris had adopted hartals and stone pelting

one was on October 29, 2020, when three BJP

as an established method to express dissent and

activists were gunned down in Kulgam and the

unhappiness with state government and security

political killings continue. Over 5,000 political

forces. This tactic drew its inspiration from the

activists have been killed in attacks in Kashmir

Palestinian intifada, where stone-pelting became

since 1989 including some high-profile political
assassinations like that of Mirwaiz Farooq in 1990
and Qazi Nisar Ahmad in 1994. In recent times,
eight leaders and activists among the 10 workers
of different mainstream political parties were shot
dead by 'unidentified terrorists in Kashmir in the
last five months. HR violations perceived by
security forces, invariably draws uproar and
protests and a call for shutdown from terrorists or
the separatists. The media persons, politicians
and human rights activists will swarm the victim's
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home with all sorts of allegations and criticism.

voluntarily by the common people and have put

Conversely, if the allegations are against the

their lives under unnecessary strain. Earlier, the

terrorists, the Valley would habitually be a mute

Separatists in the Valley had even started issuing

onlooker. There would be no shutdown, no public

months-long Hartal Calendar knowingly

condemnation or news on the front pages of the

insensitive to the adverse impact of these

“By mid-2019, the only
political actors left in the Valley were
mainstream parties, particularly the PDP and
National Congress, which had dominated the
local political landscape for decades.”

shutdowns. Stone pelting, threats, damage to

local newspapers.

BANDHS
Peace is a pre-requisite for development in any
society. One worrying aspect over the years had
been the upsurge in the number of disruptions
creating a severe depression in the progress of
the Kashmiri society in terms of development,
health, education, tourism, transport and
employment. These Hartals are not observed

public property are used to compel people to
adhere to these Hartals leading to severe
consequences for the economic, social and
emotional well-being of the State and its people.
So much so, that the seemingly isolated
incidents are a part of an elaborate and
watchfully laid out game plan to disrupt peace
and give an impression social and political
turmoil. The concept of Hartal by Mahatma
Gandhi was to hurt British government
economically to export raw material from our
country, however in Kashmir, Hartal as a tool
affects poor people of state itself.
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BUSINESS LOSSES
The violence has adversely affected all important
sources of livelihood of local populace such as
agriculture, horticulture, tourism and handicraft
industry, with many traders forced to shift their
business from Kashmir to other parts of the
country and others forced to look for alternative
source of income to survive the economic
devastation.

DISREGARD TO LAW & ORDER
Mohd Rafeeq Yatoo, a soldier of Jammu and
Kashmir Light Infantry (JAKLI), was at home on
leave at Warpora, Sopore, when he was killed by
the militants from point blank range. No hue or
cry was raised by separatists. The character of
militancy has undergone a change with targeted
attacks on Security Forces. The militant forces do
not control territory in Kashmir, but certain parts
of the valley have gained a reputation as
strongholds of particular militant groups, from
which they have launched attacks on SFs.
Similarly, grenade lobbying and firing on patrol
parties of CRPF and police by bike riding
terrorists has become common these days in
South Kashmir. Violence in the Kashmir Valley hit
its nadir with the targeted killings of workers from
outside the Union territory on October 29, 2021
when militants gunned down five innocent
workers from West Bengal out of their rented
home in Katrasoo village of Kulgam district.
Similarly, they killed truck drivers and apple
orchard workers to instill fear and hit the business
opportunities of hardworking Kashmiris.
Targeting of non-locals is directly linked to an
emerging wave of identity politics in Kashmir

“The silencing of Kashmir's mainstream parties
has left a dangerous vacuum in the state's
political landscape.”
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DIVERSE SCALE OF HUMAN RIGHT
VIOLATIONS
Kashmiri and foreign terrorist groups are
responsible for execution style killings of civilians,
including several political leaders and party
workers since 90s. These groups are also
responsible for kidnappings, rapes, extortion, and
acts of random terror that have killed hundreds of
Kashmiris. Many of these militants are Pakistani
and other foreign nationals. Kashmiri militant and
terrorist groups had also targeted other ethnic or
religious communities, including mass killings of
Hindu (Pandit), Sikh and Buddhist villagers in
Jammu and Kashmir. Extremist militants had
also attempted to enforce dress codes on
women. In early 2000 in the Rajouri, the militant
groups Jamiat-ul- Mujahideen ordered Muslim
women to wear burqas, and three women were
killed for not obeying these orders in 2003.
Intimidation by military groups has resulted in
restraints on press freedom. The local press
continued to face pressure from militant groups
attempting to influence coverage. Kashmiri
militant groups continue to threaten, through
attacks or intimidation, journalists and editors,
and even forced the temporary closing of some
publications that were critical of their activities.

ECONOMIC INSTABILITY AND IMPACT
ON EDUCATION
The deep terrorist networks established by
Pakistan in the UT of Jammu and Kashmir
operate in a highly systematic manner. Several
incidents of stone pelting or even other forms of
protest, when analyzed keenly, reveal a pattern.
Protest calendars, as they're referred to, are
calendars that are set up, outlining every single
day on which people need to come out and
protest. The internet has made it extremely easy
for groups controlled by Pakistan to slip these
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home. In J&K, they can be
found working in the apple
orchards, construction work
and so on. As people from an
economic level who try to make
their ends meet in a new UT,
they try to live a life that is as far
away from any tension as
possible. But the state of
terrorism in J&K does not even
let them live in peace. In a
horrific incident, five labourers

calendars among their sympathizers. For

were shot dead at point blank

instance, the Jammu and Kashmir Youth League

range in Kulgam on 29th October. It was later

issued a week-long protest calendar against the

found out that these labourers were packing for a

continued lockdown and communications

trip back home when the terrorists showed up. It

blockade on 6 December, 2019. The Jammu and

is terrifying to imagine that these people were just

Kashmir Youth League, in the posters circulated

a few hours away from travelling to their homes

in Kashmir, appealed to the people to follow the

and meeting their loved ones, when random

programme in letter and spirit. It asked the

terrorists decided to take it all away in an instant.

people to conduct a march towards Dastagir

A jolting event of this magnitude is enough to put

Sahib Shrine at Khanyar in Srinagar and urged

fears in the minds of the local population and the

the masses to conduct a similar march toward

labourers who think of moving to J&K for work.

the UN Office at Sonawar in Srinagar on the 9th.

This heinous crime not only impacts the

Similarly, the Youth League asked the people to
observe a blackout on the 11th evening and
complete a civil curfew on the 12th. It also
thanked the people of the territory particularly the
transporters and shopkeepers for observing a
strike for the last four months to give a clear
message to the state that the Kashmiris are in
revolt.

INNOCENT LABOURERS TARGETED
Jammu and Kashmir witnesses thousands of
migrant laborers from neighboring states of
Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana,
Chhattisgarh and also from West Bengal,
Odisha, etc. These labourers look for work and
settle down in places where they can earn
enough money to take care of their families back

emotional level of these labourers but also the
economic stability as workers are discouraged
from migrating due to the regular terrorist
activities that go on in the UT.
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and ran for cover in the immediate aftermath. In
yet another incident which led to schools being
shut down was the Pulwama attack that took
place on 14th February, 2019. A curfew that was
inevitably imposed in Jammu city after the attack
led to schools and other educational institutes in
the region being shut down, preventing students
from being able to attend. This is yet another
instance of Pakistan sponsored terrorism, a
pattern that is proving to be a barrier in the

EDUCATION
Education is key for the progress of any society.
All across India, massive improvements in the
education sector along with more and more

education of the children of the UT of Jammu
and Kashmir.

BUSINESSES

schools and colleges are giving our bright minds

In today's age of Internet of Things (IoT) instead

the opportunity to explore a variety of careers.

of using modern means of communication to put

Often, an education is also taken for granted in

forth their demands and reach out to larger

our country, especially given the number of

masses, the separatists groups opt to rely upon

schools, both government and private that are

hartals (strikes) and shutdowns, thereby making

dotted across. Several instances of terrorist

people abstain from work. The unending era of

attacks in the UT of Jammu and Kashmir have

strikes is as old as terrorism in the Kashmir Valley,

either resulted in educational institutes being shut

where from an arrest of a terrorist commander to

due to curfews, or have taken place near schools,

the killing of a civilian, is followed by week long

putting the lives of children in grave danger.

strikes which gradually decayed the economy of

Other schools in the Kashmir valley were

the J&K. There have also been times when

attacked with petrol bombs and the principal of

strikes were enforced by terrorists upon the

one school was beaten by stone pelters.

people of Kashmir because of unrelated incidents

Several parents are forced to relocate their
children to other locations in the UT to ensure
their safety and prevent any interruptions in their
education. Another incident in June 2019 saw 5
jawans killed by terrorists in front of a school
while four others were injured, including a little
girl. This incident took place in Anantnag.
According to senior police officers, two terrorists
attacked a joint deployment of the CRPF and the
police.

happening in the larger Muslim world.

GROUND ZERO VIRTUALLY FREEZES
The daily wagers, street vendors, passengers, bus
drivers, conductors, fruit sellers, who must step
out of the house every day to be able to feed
themselves and people dependent on them, are
the primary and worst casualties of the
shutdowns and continue to suffer silently. In
September 2019, terrorists targeting apple

The bike-borne terrorists fired their guns and also

orchards burnt entire piles of apples being grown

lobbed grenades on a busy stretch right next to

in the orchards in Shopian to prevent them from

the school. This incident sent panic across the

being sold to retailers. This, according to the

region as shopkeepers pulled down their shutters

producers and the police alike, is another tactic
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used by terrorists to disrupt businesses and
further hurt the economy. However, it doesn't end
just there. In October, A trucker from Rajasthan
who was loading apples into his truck was shot
dead by terrorists, who also injured the owner of
the orchard, while attempting to set it on fire. In
another incident, an apple trader from Punjab
and a migrant labourer from Chhattisgarh were
brutally killed by terrorists. Attempts like these
have continued to lead to the loss of innocent
lives while critically affecting trade in the J&K.
Pakistan sponsored terrorism, unfortunately, has
its claws deeply rooted among the people of
Jammu and Kashmir, inevitably leading to
curfews that are essential to keep the peace. As a
direct and unfortunate consequence, the
economy greatly suffers.

NEXUS: CONNIVANCE AND/OR
COERCION
It is impossible for any terrorist group to survive
without support from the local population,
whether obtained voluntarily or under duress.

[7]

Hawala channels.

Terrorists also resort to extortion, and other
modes of collection in the villages, etc. People
either cooperate voluntarily or under threat.
Though they do not have much choice, people in
remote areas prefer to be on the good books of
terrorists or perfer to remain neutral for fear of
dire consequences. The cooperation is not by
any affection or jihad but due to compulsion
which the terrorists exploit, as the security forces
cannot be present everywhere and all the time.
People do not inform the security forces even
after terrorists leave their houses after extortion,
for fear of being branded as sympathisers of
terrorists. Though the security forces maintain
the confidentiality of the source and information,
yet the confidence has been lacking. Foreign
terrorists mainly plan operations which are
executed by local terrorists. Better trained foreign
terrorists operate with the assistance of local
terrorists. Local terrorists have knowledge of the
terrain, deployment of security forces and culture
of the area.

Various dimensions of support include funding,
shelter, information, functioning as
guides/couriers, food, etc. Pakistan ensures that
adequate funds, arms, ammunition and
equipment are available to the terrorists to carry
[6]

on with their activities.

Terrorists carry money,

arms, ammunition and some of their basic
requirements along with them during infiltration
operations. Subsequently, funds are made
available to them and their sympathizers through

They identify potential sources for funds in the
villages and the administrative set up. It has also
been noticed that terrorists who are in jail
continue to operate through their contacts or
partners who have been released when they
come to meet them in the jail. Terrorists' Modus
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Operandi is to meet in jail on 391 mulaqat

attributed to the leakage of information of an

(meeting of relatives) days. The jail has been

impending meeting and that an insider was

identified as one of the safest places to run the

instrumental in planting the bomb. Terrorists

show without the fear of being caught. Terrorists

accept the dole in cash and kind. Shopkeepers in

make plans while in jail and the instructions are

remote areas cannot function unless they cough

issued on fixed days through the contacts. Mere

out 'hafta' (weekly payment) to terrorists. Some of

funds, arms and ammunition are not sufficient to

the shopkeepers admit openly of having made

carry out the business of terrorism. The terrorists

payments to terrorists in the past and it was

need classified information about the functioning

claimed to have stopped after deployment of

of the government and its agencies. For this

security forces. (But one cannot be sure on this

purpose, terrorist organizations have been able to

as such shopkeepers don't mind paying to

penetrate, though to a small extent, some of the

continue to survive and be in the good books of

important government establishments, and have

terrorists. Also, one never knows when the

motivated or coerced the officials to help them.

security forces would be withdrawn). The

There have been instances where some lower

obedience/ confidence level is so high that

level police officials had connived with the

terrorists merely write their requirement on a

terrorists.

piece of paper and the shopkeepers oblige
[9]

According to a report in The Hindustan Times, a
Station House Officer (SHO) and another
policeman were arrested after it was established
that they had connived with terrorists who had
[8]

carried out two fidayeen attacks.

Some

policemen take the extraordinary step of
deserting their comrades and join terrorist ranks.
On joining the terrorist groups these elements
pass the information according to their calibre to
terrorists. Though their percentage is negligible
and inconsequential, yet it is a matter of great
concern. There were reports sometime back that
Food Corporation of India (FCI) officials in
remote areas allegedly supply rations, doctors
supply medicines and even attend to the
terrorists, forest officials act as terrorists' eyes and
ears. Some do it under threat while others do it
willingly. One such case of FCI connivance in
Matai-Kokarnag came to the notice of the
security forces. Similarly, there have been
instances where some others also connived and
provided inside information.

through agreed courier.

Both get paid more

than the normal price without inviting any
attention of the security forces; it makes good
business sense. Such shopkeepers also act as
the eyes and ears of the terrorists as the security
forces also invariably buy some items of daily use
from these shopkeepers in remote areas being
the only source available. Some of the
shopkeepers came under the scanner when
items stored in the shops either turned out to be
too costly beyond the reach of poor locals or out
of culture, e.g., Action Shoes costing Rs 800 to
1,000 normally worn by terrorists for greater
mobility, dry cells used for sets by the terrorists
for laying IEDs stored in far greater quantity or
dry fruits which normally do not go with the
culture and habits of the common people. In one
instance a group of terrorists was killed when a
source watched a little girl purchasing pencil cells
from a shop in a remote village in large quantity
while her father's economic condition hardly
afforded them. The source followed the girl and
informed the security forces. On searching the

A bomb blast in the office of the Director-General
of Police in Srinagar in the early 1990s was also

house terrorists were found to be hiding there.
Terrorists store rations, medicines, etc., in the
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known and tested acquaintance's
house. They would resort to stocking
ration, and use it only in case of
emergency. They prefer to walk into a
known house where food and shelter
are readily available. It has been
reported 'Terrorists' Modus Operandi in
Jammu and Kashmir nowadays is to
pay for their food to earn the goodwill
of the villagers. These groups operate
in a given area of
operation/responsibility and are well
versed with the terrain and the

jungle or inaccessible terrain for consumption
when they are not involved in any activity or
during winters and bad weather. There have been
many recoveries of stored rations by the security
forces which is quite common.

deployment of forces.
They operate through their sympathizers (also
known as Over Ground Workers OGWs).
Teachers, nursing assistants, agriculture
representatives, patwaris, Imams, shopkeepers,

A report in The Hindustan Times speaks of a

forest guards and others who are suspected to be

terrorist safe haven in the 100 sq km jungles of

in connivance with or are known to have

Surankot. Terrorists used to procure rations from

collaborated with terrorists are known as OGWs.

Surankot town; about 7,000 kgs of rations were

Normally, these people are socially active and

recovered, besides huge stockpiles of weapons

come into contact with a wider cross-section of

and ammunition. Such huge recoveries could not

the local population quite frequently. By virtue of

have taken place without the connivance and

this, these people are able to collect more

knowledge of shopkeepers and the carrier.

information for the terrorists. Such people are

Stocking of rations is a secondary option and is

more respectable and being government

carried out normally if the terrorists want to give

employees, come into contact with security

permanency to their presence at a particular

forces also. They are used by terrorists in many

place. It comes with its own advantages and

ways and even to get provide shelter for them. In

disadvantages. Most of the terrorist groups

summer months, nomads like Gujjars and

operate in small groups of 3-4 persons and do

Bakerwals who migrate along with their livestock

not stay at one place for long. Small groups have

to higher mountains, become a source for

their own advantages in terms of management,

terrorists. During winters terrorists either move

concealment and at the same time are strong

down to villages or continue to stay in caves

enough to inflict casualties on security forces.

where rations are stored. Ration stockpiles are

Their requirement of rations being less, they

carried on mule- backs to the mountains.

normally do not store it. Such terrorists depend
to a large extent on the locals for support and to
survive in the high mountains. These floating
groups prefer to eat wherever they are, in a

Normally, people in the hills are so widely
dispersed in tough terrain that almost everyone
carries winter rations on mule back. So, even
when security forces notice ration being carried
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a guarantee of security to stay.

[10]

The survival strategy of the Gujjars
and Bakerwals in the remote areas an
excuse normally given to security
forces is to be on the right side of the
terrorists and do whatever they ask for
without any questions lest they lose
their lives. Some sections of the local
people cooperate with the terrorists to
level false allegations against security
forces. This is a common
on the mules it is normally presumed to be
legitimately meant for the villagers or
Gujjars/Bakerwals. People in the medical
profession also help injured terrorists either
voluntarily or under duress. If they respond under
threat they seldom report the matter to security
forces.
Summer gives terrorists freedom of movement
and most of the infiltration and terrorist activities
take place during this season. Gujjars, who move
to higher reaches during summer along with their
livestock, become the best help to terrorists as
they move along with sufficient ration. They also
produce milk products that attract the terrorists.
These Gujjars also provide early warning to the
terrorists and at times mislead the security forces
by identifying these terrorists as part of the family,
if the security forces carry out surprise checks.
But one can always identify them the terrorists
may not know the Gujjar's language or dialect;
some of the Gujjars have now been given identity
cards. It is surprising that in the remotest
locations where an ordinary person would dread
to venture, Gujjars move freely without fear of any
danger. Even ration for the terrorists is carried on
the mules as part of the consumption
requirement of the Gujjar families. Bakerwals also
play a similar supportive role for the terrorists.
Sometimes reports are received that they part
with some of the livestock in lieu of passage and

phenomenon and puts the security forces on the
defensive, at least, temporarily. Normally, false
allegations are leveled when security forces are
on the offensive and terrorists, in order to gain
time, pay money or threaten some local to do so.
Allegations vary from rape, molestation, and
searching women without the help of lady police
officers, extortion, ill-treatment, and theft. The
media highlights such false incidents without
knowing the truth. Cases are registered in the
police station against a particular member or
members of the search party and such persons
are then subjected to investigation. Invariably,
nothing substantial is revealed but the
harassment caused to an individual is enormous
and lowers the morale of the rest of the
members. No action is taken against the persons
who level such allegations at the behest of the
terrorists as it is difficult to prove the allegations
one way or the other. In the terrorist-prone areas,
the security forces carry out scrutiny of the
identity cards. These cards are issued by the civil
administration and have to be produced on
request. Terrorists are also found to be in
possession of such cards either issued by some
functionaries in the civil administration who are
helping the terrorists, or forged ones.
Terrorists keep stamps and letter pads of such
issuing authorities to prepare forged identity
cards or other documents. Even ration cards and
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other documents required to purchase property

Khudwani village of Kulgam district in South

like are acquired through dubious means. The

Kashmir saw an unique defeat of Indian security

terrorists procure these official documents and

forces when thousands of protestors forced the

move freely like bonafide citizens. Many a time,

army to withdraw from a search operation. Four

fake identity cards have been found in possession

civilians were killed and 60 injured in an attempt

of terrorists who have been killed or arrested.

to break the tight cordon of the Indian Army, the

Recovery of the magistrate's stamp of Kulgam

Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) and the J&K

during the operation on Hill Kaka in Surankot

Police around a cluster of houses where three

district of Poonch (J&K) bears testimony to this

militants were trapped. The drone footage

fact. Foreign terrorists who infiltrate with an aim

showed a mob of thousands descending upon

to operate in the area for a longer period try to

the cordon. Despite the added deployment of the

gain social acceptance. For this, they either

forces and aerial surveillance of military choppers

marry within the local community or purchase

and drones, the cordon could not sustain the

land. Funds for this purpose are provided by the

assault of the mobs and the militants escaped.

ISI and forged documents are procured through
officials for a payment. Cases have come to light
where Pakistani terrorists have purchased land in
Jammu and were in the process of settling down

In an India Today investigative operation in the
Valley, it was reported that some stone pelters are
paid for protesting by separatist forces. The
publication interviewed five protesters from

to convert these places as hideouts in
'respectable' localities after acquiring documents.
In all probability, a few such hideouts have
already been established.

TERRORIST NEXUS COMPELLING YOUTH,
WOMEN AND CHILDREN TO
PARTICIPATE IN PROTESTS AND
ORCHESTRATE STONE PELTING
INCIDENTS
It is very evident how with the rising numbers of
stone pelting incidents, the youth, women and
children were pushed to the fore by the nexus.
Children participating in such protests, questions
the very legitimacy of the motives behind these

Baramulla district who confessed on camera that

protests. Terrorists exploit the situation as they

they were paid an amount of Rs 5,000-Rs 7,000

are facilitated with unhindered route to flee as

a month and are also provided with clothes and

security forces are left dealing with the young

shoes. One of them also said that separate funds

stone pelters. Also the proxies try to agitate the

are given for making petrol bombs. They refused

forces to fire thereby creating situations of HR

to disclose the identity of the financiers. A report

violations by security forces.In early 2018,

by Indian Intelligence Bureau (IB) stated that the
Pakistan's intelligence agency, Inter-Services
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CONCLUSION
Since 1990, planned and organised secessionistterrorism has brutalized Kashmir, the valley of
peace and exquisite beauty. Systematic efforts
have been made to destroy its culture, traditions
and heritage by an orgy of mindless violence
fueled by religious fanaticism and extremism,
aided and abetted from across India's borders.
Intelligence (ISI) supplied Rs 800 crore to

Terrorism, whatever may be its garb, ultimately

Kashmiri separatist leaders including Syed Ali

knows no faith nor religion and is undiscerning,

Shah Geelani and Asiya Andrabi to fuel unrest in

particularly when it is used as a means to attain

the Valley. As per the report, the funds supplied

the ends of an external force.

by the ISI were used to pay off stone-pelters and
petrol bomb throwers, and also to propagate

THE WAY FORWARD

anti-India and anti-security forces sentiments in

A prominent politician, when asked about the

the Valley.“The

way forward in Kashmir, narrated an old Kashmiri

prohibition of political activity in
the Valley is stripping New Delhi of any
potential Kashmir allies.

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS BY THE
NEXUS FROM JAN 2018 TO MAR 2022
The period for last over three years from year
2018 denotes a characteristic shift in Kashmir
affairs. First half of 2018 outlined the fragility of
BJP-PDP alliance in the state which led to
imposition of President's Rule on 20 Jun 2018.
After over a year, Abrogation of Article 370 and
separation of J&K and Ladakh into UTs came
into effect. This was followed by a state closure
and Curfew due to abrogation and extension of
restrictions later till date due to two waves of
Pandemic. In the meantime, the political process

story: A lion comes in the field and the young
boy asks his father to guide him. His father
replied that now he does not need to do
anything. Whatever has to
be done will be done by the lion. He went on to
explain, We Kashmiris chose the secular lion of
India in 1947. Whatever has to be done has to be
by India only. This story, true or otherwise, sums
up in two sentences what Kashmiris expect of
[11]

India and what India needs to do.

However, it

completely ignores the question, what Kashmiris
need to do for themselves? Perhaps they know
the answer but do not want to spell it out. Be that
as it may, the policy planners in New Delhi have
to contend with this attitude and approach of the
Kashmiri people and leadership.

in form of Panchayat by polls in 2018 & 2020 as

Given this background, some

well as DDC elections in 2020 continued and

observations/recommendations are being made

succeeded. Targeted killing of Police officers,

on the basis of issues discussed in this study:-

labourers and migrants from other states
continued till date. Despite presence of large
numbers of SFs in Kashmir, we saw multiple
violations of human rights by the Nexus to keep
Kashmir Burning.

1)

While the phenomenon of a rising level of
radicalization, a strong sense of separatism,
continuing alienation and anti-India feeling
in Kashmir are a reality, yet these should not
be the reason to conclude that things have
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come to a dead end. There are many layers

expresses a strong sense of separatism

to the prevalent sentiment of dissatisfaction

surprisingly softens down to show a genuine

and unrest. The anger of the youth is more

desire for dialogue and accommodation

about the trust-deficit which has intensified

whenever mention is made of the efforts of

in the absence of a proper dialogue or

former Prime Minister Vajpayee. The older

engagement. Grievances with the civil

generation and those who were involved in

administration, fears about dilution of

the militancy of 1990s have mostly become

autonomy, lack of employment and

mainstream actors/citizens and they expect

economic opportunities, near collapse of

from the Government of India proper

tourism and the handicraft industry, shoddy

rehabilitation, peace and political dialogue.

civilian infrastructure and basic utilities, poor

3)

academic infrastructure, corruption,

for four important reasons namely,

nepotism and angst with routine discomforts

hopelessness, revenge (mostly because of

arising out of their interface with the armed

the atrocities by the armed forces), religious

forces (including the use of pellet guns -

conviction and attraction for the gun as a

since resolved, other forms of alleged or

symbol of empowerment. Homegrown

perceived military highhandedness) form a

militancy and the public support for it is

significant component of the youth

where we need a nuanced policy package

resentment.
2)

Local youth join any militant organisation

that is a mix of soft and hard approaches.

The young shout slogans of Azadi, but they

Indoctrination levels of local militants are low

have no clarity of thought nor any futuristic

due to their strong cultural roots.

plans and strategy. This provides a ray of
hope that in some ways and in some areas
they can be engaged. The youth that

4)

Unlike the situation where people join
militancy strictly out of intellectual ultraleftist leanings while dealing with militancy in
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5)

Kashmir, the emotional and psychological

film industry. There are many students pursuing a

factor must be taken into consideration.

master's program in International Relations (IR).

Someone who has become a militant to

An interesting case is of a militant, fully trained in

seek personal revenge can always be

handling weapons, having participated in several

brought back into the mainstream, or even

encounters, getting converted into an ultra-

the conditions that provoke an individual to

Communist, now holding a master's degree in

seek revenge through the gun can be

comparative religions, and now pursuing his

addressed.

second masters in IR. Kashmiri youth are

In the case of FTs who are highly radicalised
and have a high level of anti-India agenda,
our single-minded approach should
neutralize them by force while crossing the
borders or where ever else, in their hideouts
or sanctuaries. They are enemies of the
State and should be dealt with accordingly.

6)

talented, sharp, and ambitious and looking for
opportunities to study in foreign universities, get
good jobs, and improve their quality of life.
However, those opportunities are missing and it is
important to try to create them.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
[1]

Article by Mr Raja Muneeb, NewsX NEWS channel.

[2]

Pakistan's Kashmir Policy: The Smoke-Screen of

Our primary challenge is not the number of
militants but the public support for it. The

Fundamentalist Agenda?

quantum and intensity of stone-pelting
during CASO are reliable indicators of the

[3]

Cohen, S. P
., 'The jihadist threat to Pakistan',

Washington Quarterly (summer 2003), p. 19.

level of public support for militants. Hence,
[4]

we have to strike at the social and cultural

Quoted in Ahmed, I., 'Jinnah's August 11, 1947

speech', Daily Times (Lahore), 21 Dec. 2004.

constituency of militancy and bring the
[5]

Economic Times, Jan 16, 2022, 04:22 PM IST

[6]

Terrorists' Modus Operandi in Jammu and Kashmir N.

recruitment levels down. In the current
phase, there appears to be a vacuum. There

S. Jamwal

is no political, intellectual and spiritual
[7]

leadership in Kashmir. The gun-culture has

Structures in Jammu and Kashmir. Strategic Analysis.

made deep inroads and the youth is
directionless.

Jan-Mar 2002

[8]

However, there are ample reasons for hope. In
the course of discussions on youth unrest earlier

Jamwal, N. S., Terrorist Financing and Support

Jamwal, N. S., Hawala-The Invisible Financing System

of Terrorism. Strategic Analysis. April- June 2002

[9]

(rations 392 Strategic Analysis/Jul-Sep 2003 or

money)

in this brief, a number of suggestions and
observations have been made. Along with that, it

[10]

394 Strategic Analysis/Jul-sep 2003

may also be mentioned that the youth in Kashmir

[11]

Militancy

are also looking for a good career, joining the

a study by Vivekananda International

foundation

civil services, media, the modeling world and the

KASHMIR RIGHTS FORUM

Contact us:

CUSTODIANS OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN KASHMIR

eMail id- kashmirrightsforum@gmail.com

Website-

www.kashmirrightsforum.in

KASHMIR RIGHTS FORUM

Vol. 1 | No.6 | DECEMBER 2021

MONTHLY THEME

KASHMIR
RIGHTS
FORUM
CUSTODIANS OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN KASHMIR

The Kashmir Rights Forum (KRF) is an informal, secular, apolitical and forward looking interactive platform
highlighting human rights violations perpetuated against innocent Kashmiri population by terrorists either directly
supported by separatists and their over ground workers or indirectly by sympathizers over last three decades as a
result of proxy war initiated by Pakistan on our homeland.
KRF is dexterous, focused forum with overarching mission to mobilize expertise and public opinion to counter
the organized attempt to violate human rights of common innocent Kashmiris of all generations by the nexus and
tarnishing the image of government and security forces by certain section of media, intelligentsia and conflict
entrepreneurs by flaring up allegations of human rights violations on them, thus diverting attention from the real
perpetrators of these violations.
We, at KRF encourage response by likeminded or otherwise, people and organizations, on documents,
articles & video content produced on multiple social media platforms by us to apprise all citizens of such violations.
KRF will endeavor to expose the designs of the perpetrators by studying the past and present and producing the
facts for public scrutiny as part of our research and highlight such events in present, earliest on occurrence.

Glimpses of Monthly Theme December 2021

OGW NETWORK AND ITS ENABLERS:
A MUTATING NEXUS THAT BENEFITS FROM CONFLICT ECONOMY

DECEMBER 2021 | PAGE 02

KASHMIR RIGHTS FORUM | MONTHLY THEME

CONTENTS

·

Introduction. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

·

Etymology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

·

Usage of New Terms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

·

Indoctrination of Youth as OGW's . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

·

Resource Control and its Flip Side . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

·

Recruitment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

·

Effect of Sense of Alienation/ Isolation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

·

Categorization of OGW's . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

·

TRF (Terror Revival Front): A War of Ideas of ISI . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

·

Change of Strategy by ISI to Regain Control over Conflict. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

·

The War of Ideas Calling Terror Revival as the Resistance Front . . . . . . . . . . 9

·

Response Strategies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

·

Conclusion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

·

Bibliography: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

KASHMIR RIGHTS FORUM | MONTHLY THEME

INTRODUCTION
The desire to annex Jammu and Kashmir from
the Union of India has been Pakistan's obsession
since its birth in 1947. A nation carved out from
one of the oldest civilizations on the religious
lines, attempted to revive its own identity in the
new Islamic order. However, a pawn in the great
game of economic powers overestimated its
capabilities and started a dangerous game of
institutionalization of terrorism factories
supported by government machinery and
radicalized elements of the society. The
“Kashmiriyat” known for its simplicity and vibrant
culture was the first victim of this dangerous
concussion of religion mixed with the state's
desire. In the name of religion, the innocent
generation of Kashmir was brainwashed &
coerced to pick up weapons. A new breed of
white-collar sympathizers mushroomed in every
street, giving terrorism a cosmopolitan look.
These hybrid terrorists not only manipulated the
system but also changed the entire narrative of
false nationalism based on religious hegemony.
This homegrown new breed of white-collar
sympathizers soon understood the importance of
abetting this terrorism, to gain money, power &
assured position without any struggle. This
minuscule portion of society created a chain of
over ground workers (OGW) in the entire Valley to
support these misguided youth by providing
them with a base for their anti-national activities.
The society at large remained ignorant and
couldn't decode this business of terrorism. The
uninterrupted flow of easy money in the system
was continuously attracting misguided youths on
a path of self-destruction. This vicious cycle with
the strong bond of OGW and white-collar
terrorists remained out of sight from the
relentless counter-terrorism ground operations in
the Valley.
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A question every Kashmiri must ask from these
so-called pioneers of “AZADI” is “How many
lives they have lost in the last 5 Decades?”
“Why the suffering is restricted to poor villagers
and middle-class youth?” I am sure, no one can
answer these questions. The simple reason is
every white-collar terrorist draw out of proportion
dividends by fueling the sentiments of the people
and funding terrorism. The real perpetrators of
this war are the “White Collar” terrorists, who
remain anonymous in the eyes of society but act
as directors of this war. The misguided youth and
their families suffer the maximum, whereas socalled white-collar terrorists enjoy the privileges
and perks in all possible manners. Their families
study in best of the schools & across the Globe
without any fear or favour. They set the narrative
as per their handlers based in Pakistan and the
order of the day. They handle their over ground
workers (OGW) who are nothing but lower grade
paid informants of the terrorists. The flow of
money from our neighbor finds new ways
through either “Hawala” or as latest as “Narcoterrorism”, but this supply chain remains
uninterrupted despite any “Lockdown” or
“Bandh” organized by Separatist. The nexus of
OGW & white-collar terrorists is the real enemy &
backbone of this business. They would find ways
and means to exploit the plight of society by
portraying religion, region or any other gimmick.
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Over ground workers (OGWs) have always been
the mainstay for an insurgency movement.
Previously, OGWs were primarily involved in
logistics support and intelligence gathering. Of
late, the distinction has blurred considerably with
OGW also capable of carrying out small scale
strikes while retaining the capability to mix rapidly
with the population. OGWs also become a
significant tool for strategic communication and
recruitment by their handlers in J&K. It is a wellknown fact that OGWs can constantly work
towards the development of a negative sentiment
in the minds of the so-called grey population or
fence sitters in an insurgency.

ETYMOLOGY
In 2018, during brief encounters, the security
forces in Kashmir killed many terrorists who had
joined terrorist ranks only one or two days ago. In
some cases, even the families of the killed
terrorists were unsure if their children had taken
up arms. The Jammu and Kashmir Police
categorise such terrorists as 'unlisted terrorists' as
they had not been yet entered into police
records. Last year, the police coined a new term
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'Hybrid'. A hybrid terrorist, according to the
police, are the ones who pose as civilians to
dissemble their violent activities. The police use
this term in their press releases as well. The newly
minted term, however, does not sit well with the
people in the Valley. Even the former Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah questioned the term,
saying that he had never heard of it even when he
helmed the undivided region.
The coinage is a new addition to the list of terms
used by the security forces in the Valley, which
has been caught in the throes of conflict for more
than last three decades. A few years ago, police
came up with another term Over Ground Workers
(OGWs). The OGWs are the people who provide
logistic support to the terrorists and assist them
in their surreptitious movement. The word is
frequently used by the security establishment and
has now found a place in the lexicon of ordinary
Kashmiris as well. During the troubled nineties,
two Kashmiri words Soyath (wick) or Pout Palaw
(rear part of a shirt) were largely used for the
present day OGWs. As put forth by a prominent
Srinagar-based historian, Zareef Ahmad Zareef,
“A Soyath was to an active terrorist what a wick is
to a candle”, whereas a Pout Palaw represented
someone who would trail behind like a shadow.
However, the Soyaths and Pout Palaws are not
considered very dangerous by the security forces
as these people had not crossed over to the LoC
to receive the arms training.

USAGE OF NEW TERMS
The terms “OGW” and “hybrid” are specific to
the Kashmir conflict and are not used in other
war-torn regions of the world. A former army
officer-turned-politician, Lt General Subrata
Saha, opined more or less in a similar way while
recently addressing a seminar in Srinagar.
While “hybrid” is used as a mere term for an
unrecognised terrorist, the OGW has well evolved
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as a categorisation system for the terrorists.
However, both the terms have spurred
controversies after many families, whose
members were killed and declared as OGWs by
the security forces swore blind about their
innocence. The Hyderpora encounter wherein
four persons including a foreign terrorist were
killed is a recent example. The terms have drawn
a very thin line between civilians and terrorists,
and could easily create controversies by the
security agencies in a region like Kashmir, where
forces enjoy special powers under the Armed
Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA).
While “hybrid” is used as a mere term for an
unrecognised terrorist, the OGW has well
evolved as a categorisation system for the
terrorists.
Given few incidents of fake encounters in the
past, ordinary Kashmiris seem to have genuine
apprehensions about the misuse of these latest
coinages. On the other hand, terrorists appeared
to have changed their strategy by keeping their
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operation in 2016, many young men signed up
for different terrorist groups. They did not shy
away from wearing their terrorist identity on their
sleeve. They posted their pictures holding AK-47
rifles on social media platforms. The pattern
lasted for at least three years before the security
forces discovered the shifting strategy of
terrorists, which probably spurred forces to coin
the contentious term 'hybrid'. The phrase OGW,
however, has been in use for the past several
years now. Many young men have been booked
under Public Safety Act (PSA) for being OGWs.
Official statistics suggest that in 2020, police
arrested 625 OGWs, while in 2021, a total of 594
such workers were apprehended. Some of them
were even killed in encounters. While the civilian
population is fearful of being killed and passed off
as 'hybrid terrorists' or OGWs, the security forces
on several occasions failed to come up with
convincing evidences, suggesting the direct links
of these 'hybrids' with identified terrorists, which
sometimes is real challenge posed owing to the
modus operandi or terror network.
Terrorists appeared to have changed their
strategy by keeping their terrorist identity
under wraps, making it difficult for security
agencies to track them down.
Before the controversial Hyderpora encounter,
the families of the three men killed on 21
December, 2020 in Srinagar's Lawaypora area

terrorist identity under wraps, making it difficult
for security agencies to track them down. The
terrorist landscape of Kashmir witnessed a radical
shift after Hizbul Mujahideen Terrorist
Commander, Burhan Wani, used social media
platforms to influence young men. Wani
succeeded in re-animating local terrorism in the
region. After he was shot dead in a military
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also raised
questions over the
encounter and
vouched for the
innocence of their
slain members, who
according to the
police were
terrorists, planning
to mount a big
attack on the
security forces. One
of the families was
still demanding the
return of mortal remains of their slain son. As the
terrorists have preferred to conceal their identity,
the task for the security agencies to carry out
anti-terrorism operations has become difficult.

INDOCTRINATION OF YOUTH AS OGW'S
RESOURCE CONTROL AND ITS FLIP SIDE
Resource control measures including establishing
check points, Cordon and Search operations
create a sense of alienation in the minds of the
populace. On the other hand, the comparative
freedom of movement available to terrorists due
to limited resource control measures, emboldens
the terrorists to change their strategy by trying to
mix up with the population. The attack by
Pakistani terrorists at Sunjuwan gives this clear
impression that the group had infiltrated months
ago and were assisted by OGWs. Movement
without weapons or with a pistol has thus
become the order of the day. Thus, a present-day
terrorist may not be easy to identify and would
operate in the grey area between that of an OGW
and terrorist.
[i]

RECRUITMENT
In the Kashmir valley, there is an adequate pool
of disgruntled unemployed youth both educated
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and uneducated for recruitment by anti-national
elements. Radicalisation seems to be the first
step for gradually bringing the youth into the
main line of terrorist actions. Typically, a strategy
of systematic entrapment is employed whereby
individuals are instructed to undertake operations
that ar e progressively more serious in nature.
The objective is two-fold: first, to induce
inductees to greater acts of disobedience and
violence and second, to slowly distance these
individuals from mainstream civil society to the
point that they have no real option but to remain
with the terrorists. The individuals booked under
Public Safety Act (PSA) of J&K and who spend
time in jails with hard core terrorists provide an
ideal breeding ground for potential recruits. In
most cases, the procedure seems to follow a
standard pattern that starts out with youth being
used to target SF via stone pelting for money,
progressing through more serious vandalism and
then being an OGW wherein he provides
logistical support for strike teams. The more
resilient and motivated youth are then assigned
jobs of more serious nature like grenade throwing
and snatching of weapon before they join the
main stream groups for more serious actions.
Thus, are the immediate solutions of today in the
form of bookings of youth under PSA the
problems of tomorrow?
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EFFECT OF SENSE OF ALIENATION/
ISOLATION
As a sense of alienation increases the support for
the grey population (separatists & OGWs)
increases, who in turn are able to influence the
perception of people more adversely. Adverse
perception further alienates the people and vice
versa. This is a mutually reinforcing loop and a
vicious cycle which needs to be broken,
otherwise, the recruiters of terrorism will never
find a dearth for new foot soldiers to further their
cause.
The Jammu and Kashmir police are revising the
list of suspected over-ground workers (OGWs) of
terrorists and have called many of them for
questioning in all districts as part of their efforts
to cut the support network of terrorists and freeze
their movement.
All district headquarters have been asked to
update the list of suspected OGWs and call them
for questioning, if needed, to get an update on
the terrorist network. Names of over 270 locals,
suspected to be OGWs, have been circulated to
all the district SPs in the Valley to get the latest
information on them. Police have already started
picking up youth during night raids in Pulwama,
Shopian and Kulgam districts of south Kashmir.
In the last week of August, 12 youth were
detained during raids across Pulwama in a single
night. But the moot point is that, does such
action provide the required impetus to anti-terror
and counter terror operations in the Valley?
[ii]

CATEGORIZATION OF OGWS
To fight this most important tool of terrorism and
proxy war it is important to categorise the OGWs
so that separate response strategies can be made
for each one of the categories. Although
operating as larger network, the OGWs in

Kashmir can be broadly categorised under the
following heads (the categorisation has been
done on the based on experience and a net
assessment and system analysis study on the
security situation in Kashmir, in order to give a
de-novo look at the issue of OGWs by
categorizing them for the sake of strategic
communication and perception
management/improvement):

· OGWs for Logistic Support (OGWLS) to Strike
teams.

· OGWs managing Funding (OGWF).

OGWs
providing Ideological Support (OGWIS).

· OGWs providing Radicalisation Support
(OGWRS).

· OGWs for Recruitment of Terrorists (OGWR).
· OGWs generating negative Perceptions and
Sentiment amongst the Awaam (OGWPS).

TRF (TERROR REVIVAL FRONT): A WAR
OF IDEAS OF ISI
Pakistan deep state and its proxies in Jammu &
Kashmir (J&K) were surprised when India took a
historic decision by abrogating Article 370 and
reorganizing the state into two Union Territories
(UT). Associated steps that India took
immediately post reorganization of the J&K State
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actually surprised and disrupted Pakistan deep
state's Kashmir policy. These steps included the
detention of political leaders, over ground
workers, separatists, leaders of banned Jammate-Islami of Kashmir, strict monitoring of flow of
funds to separatists, passive cyber monitoring
and increased intelligence surveillance to prevent
large scale violence and subversive activities. This
move of the government disrupted the nexus
between Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) of
Pakistan, terror groups, over-ground workers
(OGW), Jamaat and political leaders with
linkages with separatists and Jamaat. This
resulted in disruption of agitational politics since
coordinators, financers and crowd managers
were unable to organise violent protests.
Suspension of internet and mobile connectivity
further consolidated isolation and disruption of
cyber and war of perception by Pakistan's ISI.
These direct actions against terror groups and
proxies of ISI had cumulative effects intended
initially to disrupt, over some time degrade, and
ultimately destroy the OGW-terror group nexus.
But prolonged lockdown of J&K (UT) had its own
cost and the international community was asking
India to lift the official lockdown and restore
liberties and freedom of movement. ISI was
conscious of the fact that pursuing the proxy war
in the name of Jihad in Kashmir will be
counterproductive hence decided to coin a
phrase for it to give it a cloak of legitimacy as a
resistance movement.

CHANGE OF STRATEGY BY ISI TO REGAIN
CONTROL OVER CONFLICT
The government couldn't put every worker or
member of banned Jamaat-e-Islami of Kashmir
or OGW under detention, though the higher
architecture of these organisations remained
disrupted, grass root level organisation remained
intact and functional. Friday prayers at mosques

as rallying points had ceased and the modusoperandi had changed from open subversive
activities to door to door connectivity. The
separatists and their sympathisers were unable to
establish communication with the ISI and their
handlers in Pakistan. The ISI took almost six
months to re-establish some of the links and now
the activities of the Jamaat and OGW are
primarily restricted to grass root level through
personal contact as well as cautious use of
internet. Even though the Financial Action Task
Force (FATF) continues to hang like a Sword of
Damocles over Pakistan, it would not like the
situation in Kashmir Valley to slip out of its
control. The compulsion with the ISI is to give
impetus to the proxy war to maintain
momentum, at the same time make an
endeavour to distance diligently from those terror
organisations that are synonymous with Pakistan
and Jihad such as Lasker-e-Taiba (LeT) and
Jaish-e-Muhammad (JeM). The larger objective is
to project Kashmir conflict as indigenous and a
resistance movement against religious, social
and political oppression.
[iii]

[iv]

Pakistan and its deep state have gone overboard
to internationalise Kashmir issue by raising India's
lockdown and reorganisation of the state as an
assault on the human rights and democratic
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rights of the people. They have now created
Kashmir freedom movement organisations in
almost all countries including North America,
Europe, West Asia and the Muslim Ummah. On
the cross border front, Pakistan continues to face
backlash for supporting global terror
organisations such as LeT and JeM. No one
believes in Pakistan that LeT and JeM are
Kashmiri resistance groups. Ashley Tellis had
written that “LeT has a global vision and
international ambitions, even if it may be
currently limited by capacity or focus”.
[v]

He further writes that “LeT's world view is far
beyond India” and this perception creates a
problem for Pakistan. Pakistan is trying to change
the narrative by suggesting that violent extremism
in Kashmir is indigenous, but as long as Hafeez
Sayed and Maulana Azhar remain the head of
LeT and JeM, Pakistan will not be able to cast
away the tag of using terrorism as a state policy.

THE WAR OF IDEAS CALLING TERROR
REVIVAL AS THE RESISTANCE FRONT
In October 2019, a grenade thrown at a street
market in Srinagar city exploded wounding a few
vendors. An unknown terrorist outfit, The
Resistance Front (TRF),
claimed responsibility, but the
security agencies trashed it as
an “act of miscreants”. After
six months of this incident,
the TRF made news when it
was involved in a major gun
battle with security forces
where five soldiers of Special
Forces along the Line of
Control were killed in action
(KIA). It is now believed that
the TRF cadres are members
of LeT and JeM part of the
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Terror Revival Front the actual TRF.
The idea behind changing the name and
nomenclature of the terror outfit is a blatant
attempt to give a cloak of secularism to the
conflict in Kashmir and to make the world believe
that it is an indigenous resistance movement
since “Lashkar and Jaish-e-Mohammad had
religious connotation and Pakistan didn't want
that,”because that makes Pakistan culpable of
using terror as a state policy.
[vi]

This change of name is a new dimension to the
narrative of terrorism in Kashmir. The idea behind
this needs to be understood because it will have
far-reaching consequences in future. Pakistan
has to steer clear from the tag of “incubator of
terrorism” if it wants to come out of the FATF
grey list in future. Thus, the strategy of ISI is to
show the Kashmir conflict as an indigenous
movement.
A second important aspect is that the terrorist
movement must be given a cloak and be made
synonymous with the fight against social and
political oppression. Therefore, even within India,
the idea is to gain traction from Left Wing
Extremists and other so-called Left Liberals. The
third aspect is that this secular sounding name

[vi]

We are Lashkar-E-Taiba noe (LET)
The Resistance Front (TRF)
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would help in concealing the tag of the Jihadist
movement and to gain sympathy and traction
from global left-liberals and human rights
activists.
So far in Kashmir, religion was a rallying point for
most terror outfits, but this change in strategy
with an eye on the future does not use religious
symbolism, while still retaining its jihadist push.
There are reports that these new cadres who
have infiltrated from Pakistan are better trained
and willing to give tough fights to the security
forces. The reason for this determined fight back
by well-trained terrorists of this Terror Revival
Front is to show to the Kashmiri cadres their
potential and fighting capabilities. If Pakistani ISI
appears to have been able to convince LeT and
JeM to allow their cadres to operate under the
TRF name, it would give Pakistan a breather as
well as divert attention from the international
terror watchdogs.
This kind of experiment has not been done or
succeeded in Afghanistan, Iraq or even in Yemen.
Syrian Democratic Forces were created and
supported by the US in Northern Syria and Iraq

[vii]

to fight ISIS . SDF mainly constituted Kurdish
forces but not Islamic Jihadist forces. It is difficult
to predict if Jihadists like Hafeez Sayyed and
Maulana Azhar, who thrived on rallying their
cadres on religious Jihad, will accept
secularisation of the movement or will they start
operating as autonomous Jihadi groups outside
the control of ISI.
There is a need to adopt two-pronged strategies
to deal with this new strategic shift by ISI in cross
border terrorism in Kashmir. The first step should
be to create a perception of “moral outrage” to
depict that TRF is Un-Islamic and anti-Muslim
ideology in nature that is diluting the religious
sentiments of the people. Though it is not easy to
create this perception, there is a need to attach a
tag of secularism with this terror organisation so
that LeT or JeM are either forced to claim
ownership or disown this organization and both
scenarios will defeat the new idea of ISI. Second
step is to create a narrative that people don't
want to become Jihadis in Kashmir anymore due
to the failure of Hizbul Mujaheddin, LeT and JeM
to achieve their objective. Thus, the Pakistani
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deep state's connotation of TRF should be
depicted as an organisation imposed on Kashmiri
people to pursue the agenda of ISI and not the
agenda of Kashmiri people a Terror Revival
Front.

RESPONSE STRATEGIES
OGWLS and OGWF are easy to identify as these
can be caught in the act during a counter terror
operation or by intelligence agencies tracking
cyber funding and physical currency as funds for
terror. The National Investigative Agency (NIA) in
early February this year had established links
between terrorists, Hurriyat and stone-pelters,
tracking the flow of funds, which led to charge
sheeting. More recently on 30 August 2018,
Syed Saluddin's son, Shakeel was arrested by NIA
for funding of terrorist activities through Hawala
racquet. Their capture and later indicting is not
questioned by the populace to a large extent as
they are caught in the act with a trail behind
them.
[iv]

[viii]

OGWIS, OGWRS and OGWR can be grouped
together for the purpose of response strategies.
These workers are omnipresent in all walks of life.
They could be sympathizers, belong to families of
killed terrorists, teachers, religious teachers,
separatists, members of larger networks like AlQaeda or of-shoots of ISIS ideology, Pakistani
proxy war agents or even disgruntled elements of
society. Though these workers look benign in the
face of it, they are the most dangerous to society
as well as the security forces. They make their
presence felt in all walks of life including the
funeral processions of killed terrorists. Merely
picking them up in night raids will only alienate
the society further. On the contrary, launching
intelligence-based sting operations over a period
of time, gathering proof of their damaging
activities of recruiting, radicalizing or merely
pushing the youth into terrorism by handing

them over guns, will expose them them in the
eyes of the Awaam. This proof will not only be
useful for convicting these elements but also
form a tool for strategic communication with the
Awaam, showing them how their children are
being misled for an unjust cause. Long drawn out
stake-outs will garner richer dividends as against
perceived arbitrary arrests.
The last category is that of OGWPS who are the
fence sitters and they are just keeping the pot
boiling by creating an atmosphere of fear,
dejection and helplessness in the youth. These
are again omnipresent and cannot be targeted
merely on hearsay, due to their democratic and
constitutional rights of protest and liberty of
expression. An endeavor to change their mind set
through Psychological and social rehabilitation as
well as strategic communication could be an
answer to bring them back into the mainstream.

CONCLUSION
There is definitely a need to jointly map
the OGWs, terrorists and anti-national elements
through a multi-agency effort so that the
intelligence picture generated is in sync with
ground realities and not based on perceptions of
various agencies. Due care should also be taken
to ensure that police gets the credit for any
operation launched based on joint intelligence as
their empowerment, in the long run, will be
beneficial. The PSA provides an ideal tool to
book anti national elements and OGWs to
prevent them from disrupting peace and security.
However, care should be taken to ensure that
only hard core OGW are booked under this act.
Random booking of youth under this act
completely eliminates an individual's chance to
come back to society and thus would be readily
available to the terrorists for indoctrination.
Further, the time spent in jails should also be
monitored so as to prevent them from interacting
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with hard core terrorists and fundamentalists.
Remember that the Perception and Psyche of the
Awaam is the key to the solution of the problem
and highest standards of propriety and well
thought out strategic communication for the
different categories of the OGWs will separate the
fish from the pond.
A need to expose this façade by the Pakistani ISI.
The communication linkages of terror
organizations with ISI and their ideologues sitting
in Pakistan must be brought to the notice of the
global community. This is a strategic shift in the
conflict in Kashmir by the Pakistani deep state
and cannot be allowed to succeed in their
endeavor. This strategic shift in secularizing
conflict in Kashmir cannot be allowed to become
“Shining Path” that led to a revival of terrorism in
Peru way back in the 1980s. The war of ideas is a
hard battle and can best be fought when locals
are integrated into these campaigns without
government agencies trying to spearhead such
endeavors. It would also require the integration of
intelligence and the development of carefully
crafted themes. Notwithstanding the above,
targeted elimination of TRF (Terror Revival Front)
cadres by security forces or “little green/ grey
men” operating from the shadows must
continue.
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ORCHESTRATION AND MANIPULATION OF PROTESTS A REASON FOR LOSS OF LIVELIHOOD, EDUCATION & NORMALIZATION OF LIFE IN KASHMIR

INTRODUCTION
Over the last twenty-five years,
protracted cycles of unrest,
terrorism, proxy war and
heightened animosity between
India and Pakistan, have
propelled the decline of
sustainable development in the
region of South Asia. In Kashmir,
protests have been advertised as
a form of 'resistance', yet thirty
years down the line, no alternate
course has been developed by
separatists for their much
debatable ideologies. On the contrary, protests

punished none but themselves by following this

have been made a much clichéd response to

utterly flawed concept of protests and boycotting

each situation irrespective of the contemplation

their own economic activities and work. Because

of the magnitude of the damage it brings in the

of fear for social and violent repercussions,

social and economic life of the people of Jammu

people unwillingly and forcibly seem to have

& Kashmir. A lot of narrations have been

accepted this response without having the space

sketched out on the issue of Jammu & Kashmir,

to question whether it is a path that leads them

the conflict and ongoing violence in the valley,

to propagated objectives or a disaster that is

but very less has been written on the impact it

taking them far away from attaining peace and

has on the social, political and economic lives of

sustainable development . The idea of prolonged

common people and the difficulties they face in

protests started to become a common response

coping with this constant and never-ending

to every situation ever since 1990.

vicious circle of terrorism, event-based
Separatism and economic malaise. Over the

1

HARTALS IN J&K: A BRIEF HISTORY

years, protests have created a severe dent in the

Protests in the Kashmir Valley date back to more

development of the Kashmiri society. Separatists

than a century and since then it has been a

in the Kashmir Valley are willfully oblivious to the

historical glitch. The first organized protest

impact of these shutdowns and these protests

originated and was organized by the shawl

eventually turn out to be economic downfall and

weavers in 1865 followed by the Silk Factory

violent reprisals for the innocent locals. Over the

labor unrest in 1924. The mobilization against

course of time, Kashmir being a total consumer

the Dogra ruler Maharaja Hari Singh in 1931,

state, through these orchestrated protests has

demands for plebiscite during the 1950's, and
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afterwards during the armed terrorism which

JANUARY 2022 | PAGE 04

A SHIFT TO AGITATIONAL POLITICS

started in the late eighties, beginning of the
nineties, are some of the important events that

Prior to 2003 the Indian Army was busy guarding

saw an active role of protests in the Valley of

the Line of Control (LoC) and there needed to be

Kashmir. Pakistan's policy to wage a proxy war in

a special force raised to deal with terrorism in the

Jammu & Kashmir on communal lines fueled

interiors of Jammu and Kashmir. The

the (religious) fire and eventually led to the

deployment of the RR forces wiped out the space

exodus of the Kashmiri Pandits from the Kashmir

that was left for the terrorists in the hinterland.

military establishment of Pakistan, the political

The induction of Rashtriya Rifles resulted in
leaving meager space for the terror modules,
hence a new policy was involved in Kashmir,
and it was of agitational politics. Countering

scenario in the Valley of Kashmir seemed to

terrorists required a different kind of strategy

improve when National Conference won the

and hence, there was a necessity of a specialized

elections and came to power in 1996, which was

and well trained force. Absence of high-tech

again followed by a period of relative peace from

military advantages resulted in the RR forces

5

Valley. The culture of protests saw no halt even
during the Governor's rule from 1990-1996. After
a prolonged period of violence supported by the

2

1

4

2002 to 2008. But ever since 2008 the

being drawn into close range operations.

prolonged cycles of Hartals,

Counter-terrorism was a challenge as it required

again dominated the lives of

distinguishing the local people

the people Jammu and

from the terrorists, winning the

Kashmir; 2008, 2009, and

hearts and minds of the

2010 was a consecutive period

common people and

of three years in which the

neutralizing the anti-national

Kashmir Valley experienced

sentiments. The Rashtriya

prolonged Hartals over

Rifles with their superior

different issues.

training were able to protect

5
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the lines of communication and supplies from

protests needs to be carried out for correct

terrorist attacks in Jammu and Kashmir in the

assessment. There have been three major

event of a war. The Rashtriya Rifles contribution

protests periods in history of agitational politics

to peace and stability in Jammu and Kashmir

in form of intifada which include Amarnathji

is immeasurable and the force have been able

shrine board controversy in 2008, Machil

to create a situation favourable for civil

Encounter of 2010 & Burhan After math 2016.

governance.
2005 witnessed a shortfall in terrorism related
incidents due to fencing or anti-infiltration
obstacle system on the LoC. Security agencies in
Jammu and Kashmir decided to put in place
'smart fencing' along the Line of Control (LoC)
and International Border (IB) in the state. This
put a bar on the significant amount of infiltration
attempts, there by putting a stop on the terror
modules. Now, there had to be a new trend to
shift the terrorism from gun-culture to stoneculture. Many new tactics were involved to
malign the law and order situation meanwhile, a
new form of violence was introduced as -

AMARNATH JI SHRINE BOARD
CONTROVERSY OF 2008
7

On 26 May 2008, the government of India and
the state Government of Jammu and Kashmir
reached an agreement to transfer 99 acres (0.40
2

km ) of forest land to the Shri Amarnathji Shrine
Board (SASB) in the main Kashmir valley

[7]

to set

up temporary shelters and facilities for Hindu
pilgrims. This caused a controversy, with
demonstrations from the Kashmir valley against
the land transfer and protests from the Jammu
region supporting it.

Agitational Politics. The protests would include

Kashmir Protests:

youth who were indoctrinated by the inimical

100 injured when police fired into a crowd in

Six people were killed and

elements. The era witnessed protests for six long
months even. These protests later turned violent
in the face of opposition by security forces and
stone-pelting by these crowds. The clashes of
protesters with the security forces caused further
casualties on both sides and thus started the

A shift to agitational politics
was then taken forward to find new precursors for disruption of peace and stability of
the valley. In Kashmir these were more often
cycle of violence.

than not, orchestrated events manipulated either
by paying the group inciting violence or mass
propaganda.

Srinagar protesting the transfer of forest land.
Separatist JKLF (R) organised a march to the
controversial land in Baltal. The largest
demonstration saw more than 500,000

The protests in the valley though initially
triggered by separate incidents which resulted in

protesters at a single rally, among the largest in
Kashmir's history.

[8]

widespread discontent amongst the Kashmiri
populace, eventually took the turn of a mass
movement for self-determination, or so is
contented. An analysis of the anatomy of these

Political Turmoil: As the Kashmiri protests grew
wider and more violent, the People's Democratic
Party (PDP) said that it would withdraw support
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to the Indian National Congress (INC)-led state

Hurriyat and the Inter-Services Intelligence to

government if it did not revoke the land transfer

provoke locals into joining the pro-independence

[10][11]

agreement.

[13]

Though the land transfer was

protests.

Former Central Home Minister Shivraj

revoked (after the PDP withdrew its support), the

Patil, appealed to the fruit growers to call off their

crisis deepened further when the PDP did not

protests. He offered to buy all their fruit and also

lend support to the state government even after

to pay compensation to those whose fruit has

the revocation. Meanwhile, the Gulam Nabi

perished.

[14]

Azad's minority government decided to stepdown on 7 July 2008.

[9]

March to the LOC:

The protests, however,

50,000 to 2,50,000 Kashmiri protesters

took a more political tone as state elections were
[10]

scheduled to be held later in 2008.

Jammu Protests:

On 11 August 2008,
[15][16][17]

attempted to cross the LoC to Muzaffarabad, in
violation of march ban orders. Despite

In Jammu, mass protests

[11]

intelligence warnings that the LoC march would

erupted against the government's decision to

gather tens of thousands of supporters, the State

revoke the land transfer. A curfew was imposed

government and top police officials failed to act

in many districts as the protesters in Kashmir felt

immediately and refused to impose a curfew.

that an economic blockade of the valley was

Fifteen people were killed and hundreds more

being enforced by the protesters in Jammu by

injured when police and paramilitary forces

stopping traffic on the Srinagar Jammu National

opened fire on protesters attempting to cross the

Highway.

[9]

The "economic blockade" theory was

LoC.

[18][19]

. Meanwhile, Shri Aamarnath Yatra

however fiercely contested, as "a lie perpetuated

Sangarsh Samiti spearheading the agitation in

by the ISI", of which there was no compelling

Jammu, called for civil disobedience . Over

evidence, and maintained the people of the

2,00,000 protesters, including thousands of

[

children, courted arrest in the Jammu region on

Valley were being misled with a false
[12]

propaganda, aiding the designs of separatists.
The Kashmiri media, however, reported
shortages of food, drugs, and other essential

supplies in the Kashmir Valley as a result of the
alleged blockade and consequently prices of
essential commodities increased substantially in
the Valley.

Fruit Grower's Protests:

20 August 2008.

End to SASB Agitation:

On 31 August 2008,

the 61-day-old agitation in the Jammu region
over the Amarnath land row ended following the
signing of an agreement between the group
leading the agitation and the Jammu and
Kashmir Governor-appointed panel. Under the

Kashmir Fruit

terms of the agreement the shrine board would

Growers Association gave a 24-hour ultimatum

be making temporary use of 40-hectares of land

to the government failing which they would start

during the relevant yatra period.

agitation for the
opening of
Muzaffarabad
Road for export.
The claims of
economic
blockade were
fabricated by the

2008 -SASB AGITATION
· 105 Days: 16 May - 31 Aug (Peak Trade Period)
· 500,000 Protestors in a Single Rally
· 11 Aug: March to LoC - 50,000 to 250,000
· 12 Aug: Death APHC Ldr protests 15 Fatal / 300 Non Fatal

· 21 Killed, 400 injured
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Orchestrated Protests: On 11 June, there were

KASHMIR INTIFADA OF 2010 MACHIL ENCOUNTER

protests against these killings in the downtown
area of Srinagar. Police used massive force to
disperse the protesting youth during which a tear

On 30 April 2010, the Army claimed to have
foiled an infiltration bid from across the Line of
Control, at Machil Sector in Kupwara district of
18

the Valley in response to the killings which turned

However, it was

subsequently established that the encounter had
been staged and that the three alleged militants
were in fact civilians of Rafiabad area, who had
been lured to the army camp by promising them
jobs as "porters" for the Army, and then shot.

Ahmad Mattoo who participated in the protest.
Several protest marches were organised across

Jammu and Kashmir by killing three armed
militants from Pakistan.

gas bullet killed a seventeen-year-old Tufail

[10]

The situation took a different turn and the result
was Intifada of 2010.

violent. Thereafter a vicious circle was set, killing
of a boy was followed by protest demonstrations
and clashes with police and CRPF in which
another boy was killed which led to another
protest by the boys till several youth lost their
18

lives. Official . His death proved to be a catalyst
and subsequently stone throwing mobs
confronted the police almost daily. The mob
pelted stones and bricks at the riot police and in
response the security forces used tear gas,
rubber bullets and in some cases live
ammunition resulting in death of some of the
protestors. The protesters were accused by the
government of using stone pelting as a violent
mean of creating chaos. The violent stone
pelting by the mob resulted in several security
personnel being injured. Protests in Kashmir
escalated over several days, as demonstrations
against public burning of the Koran as a protest

2010: Machil Encounter
· 11 Jun - 21 Sep 102 days (Peak Season)
· Cycle of protests (Tufail Ahmad Matoo)
· 112 Deaths & 537 Injured
· 1247 CRPF, 2747 Police Persons Injured

in the United States commemorating the 11
September attacks quickly turned into separatist
protests against the government. On 13
September, protesters defied a curfew, setting fire
to a Christian missionary school and government
buildings. At least 17 people were shot dead by
police and in the process at least 113 policemen
[23][24]

and 45 protesters were wounded.

.

On 12 September, protesters burnt a Christian
school in Poonch, and another in Mendhar the
next day. After "agitating mobs attempted to
torch government property", security forces
opened fire, killing Noorul Amin Dagga and
injuring five. figures reveal around 110 people
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have lost their lives and 537 civilians were injured
during stone-pelting incidents from May to 21
September 2010. Around 1,274 CRPF men and
2,747 police personnel were injured during the
same period across the valley. Indian intelligence
agencies claimed that these protests and

2016-2017 unrest in Kashmir, also known
as the Burhan aftermath, refers to a series of
The

violent protests in the Kashmir Valley and

demonstrations were part of covert operations of
Pakistani intelligence agencies and were

subsequently Chenab valley, Poonch district and
Rajouri district of Northern Jammu division in

sponsored and supported by them.

Criticism of the Protests: Condemning

BURHAN AFTERMATH - MANIPULATION
AND ORCHESTRATION

Jammu and Kashmir. It started with the killing of
18

Burhan Wani, a commander of the Kashmir-

the

violent protests Farooq Abdullah president of the

based Islamic militant organisation Hizbul

largest political party in Kashmir Jammu &

Mujahideen, by the security forces on 8 July

Kashmir National Conference stated that

2016. After his killing, anti-Indian protests started

Kashmir has been and will always remain a part

in all 10 districts of the Kashmir Valley. Protesters

of India. He however demanded withdrawal of

defied curfew with attacks on security forces and

AFSPA. Chief minister of Jammu & Kashmir

public properties orchestrated by JeI through

Omar Abdullah also called for withdrawal of

Hurriyat. The primary reason for the Burhan

AFSPA. However the leaders of Bharatiya Janata

aftermath was that he was the face of a home

Party opposed the withdrawal of AFSPA and the

grown insurgency of Kashmir, not a Pak trained

party spokesman said that BJP saw the hand of

militant. His Robin hood popularity on social

[

Inter-Services Intelligence behind the protests. .

media had made him a perceived symbol of the

J&K police claimed that there exist a nexus that

self determination struggle of the Kashmiris. The

raises money to make weekly payments for stone

violent protests that followed resulted in the

pelting and many arrests have taken place on

death of 85 civilians. Curfew was imposed in all

this.

[42]

Conviction for Killing: The army convicted
seven soldiers, including two officers, and
sentenced them to life imprisonment for a
staged killing of three Kashmiri civilians and
passing it off as an anti-militancy operation.
however, the incidents was used by the
separatists to burn Kashmir for 102 days.

10 districts of the Kashmir region for continuous
53 days. Amarnath yatra was suspended and
home recruitment for armed insurgency reached
a peak. The open Pak support to the protests
deteriorated the Indo-Pak relations. The use of
pellet guns by the CAPF on the protestors
became an international issue because of
incidents of blinding of children. Regular protests

2016-17: Burhan Aftermath
·
·
·
·
·
·

08 July 2016 - Feb 2017 (08 Months)
120 protestors killed, 15000 Injured
8587 Arrested, 1000+ Detained
3 soldiers, 2 Policemen Killed, 4000 Injured
53 days long Curfew
Funeral rites repeated 6 times
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as part of the calendar were issued by Hurriyat.

the law and order situation which was duly

Intifada-style stone-pelting became the order of

supported by the separatist nexus, with the

the day and the vicious cycle of violence

government having to rush in additional forces to

continued for many days.

contain the agitation. The unrest, which went on

Details of Violent Protests: Clashes broke out
in response to Burhan's killing on 9 July in some
areas. Over 20 police stations were attacked by
mobs who stole weapons from the stations and
fired upon the security forces. Stone pelting was
[29]

reported from many parts of Kashmir,

including transit camps of Kashmiri Pandits. All
state board exams were postponed, while the

for months, resulted in the deaths of more than
85 civilians and left over 13,000 injured.

The fact that security camps and police
stations were attacked right across the Valley
on 9 July, within hours after Burhan was
killed, indicates that there was a pattern, and
a certain level of coordination, behind the
apparent mayhem.

Srinagar Jammu National Highway was shut to

Dynamics of Mass Protests 2016: The

traffic. By the end of the day, over 200 people

protests in the valley in 2016 were inherently

were injured and 11 protesters were killed. By 10

different from those of 2008 and 2010. They

July, more than 20 were confirmed to have died

were triggered not by some govt policy or HR

during the unrest. More than 300 CRPF

violation issue, as in 2008 and 2010 respectively,

personnel were reported to have been injured. In

but the response to the killing of a known local

addition, many vehicles and buildings belonging

terrorist. Though Burhan Wani was a leader of

to security forces were attacked during the day

the pro-Pak HM outfit, he had never been to Pak

with a number of them being set ablaze. Some

for training and his popularity was based not on

suspected militants hiding among protesters also

his violent exploits against the security forces but

[

was imposed in all 10 districts of the valley on 15

exploitation of social media as a
propaganda tool. The people of Kashmir

July and mobile services were suspended by the

identified with his personality and ideals. The

government.

2010 protests were limited to Srinagar,

threw grenades at the security personnel. Curfew

Kashmir valley remained under 53 days of
consecutive curfew which was lifted from all
areas on 31 August, however was reimposed in
some areas the next day. Jammu and Kashmir
Police and Indian paramilitary forces used pellet
guns, tear gas shells, rubber bullets, as well as
[35]

assault rifles,

resulting in the deaths of more

than 90 civilians, with over 15,000 civilians

his

Baramulla, Sopore, and Anantnag primarily
urban driven, whereas 2016 protests engulfed
the entire valley mostly rural areas of the valley.
The huge gathering of the public at the
mourning of Burhan Wani was symbolic of the
solidarity of the public with the slain terrorist's
family, but it soon spiraled into violent mass
protests across the valley.

injured and as the result of pellet guns, many

New Trend: In the aftermath of the 2010 & 2016

people also were blinded. Two security personnel

protests a new trend was observed wherein the

also died while over 4,000 personnel were injured

public started coming in open support of the

in the riots.

terrorists and tried to break security forces'

Such was the situation that valley remained
under 53 days of consecutive curfew to control

cordons to save the surrounded terrorists, pelting
stones many times. Mosques became the rallying
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places for protests wherein the religious leaders

ROLE OF SOCIAL MEDIA

encourage and instigate people for
demonstrations and stone-pelting. The smallest

Social media played a pivotal role in the

incident became a trigger for further violent

evolution of mass protests in the valley, especially

protests. 'Azadi' slogan had only become

in 2016. Whatsapp groups created in Pak fanned

stronger in response to the militaristic steps of

the flames in Kashmir and incited and

the govt.

encouraged stone-pelting activities as well as
local recruitment for an armed insurgency.

Anatomy of Mass Protests

19

The

19

prompt succession of Burhan Wani by

A mass protest generally originates due to

Sabzar Ahmad Bhat on social media as well as

popular discontent among the public against the

various threats made by the terrorists to the

authority and has the inherent characteristic of

Police and people who inform about them to the

being popular. These protests can be against

army are glaring examples of the way social

policies of the state, HR violations, or any issue

media was exploited by the anti-India elements.

of public interest which the people expect as

Group messages were simultaneously sent to

their right. However, the same cannot be

various parts of the valley to coordinate the mass

contested for a violent crowd like that of stone

protests, thereby dividing the efforts of the

pelters. These are, more often than not,

security forces. Social media therfore become

orchestrated events manipulated either by paying

the sharpest tool of propaganda

the group inciting violence or mass propaganda.

protesters.

So how does a mass protest take place? In the
Kashmir valley, the call for protest or bandh is
generally given by the hardline faction of the

3

12

by the

AN ATTEMPT AT RADICALIZATION OF
THE YOUTH

Hurriyat. In the aftermath of Burhan killing,
weekly protest calendars were issued by the
Hurriyat which were propagated by mobiles,
social media, and word of mouth. The people,
particularly the youth in a particular area would
blockade the routes passing through and pelt
stones at military and civil vehicles.

About 70% of the total male population of
Kashmir are below the age of 35 with a high
unemployment index in the valley of about 41%
which provides adequate opportunity to the
hardliners to recruit new people. The most
effective strategy for them has been to radicalize
the youth through social media campaigns and

This would be followed by the arrival of security
forces with whom the protesters would exchange
verbal abuses and stones. The security forces
would then retaliate with tear gas and eventually
pellet guns or if the situation deteriorated, with
real bullets. Any civilian casualty in such an event
would invite further protests and solidarity
marches for the killed civilians. This cycle of
violence would continue further with
inflammatory speeches in mosques on Fridays.

religious discourses against India at the mosques
19

every Friday. Radicalization

has the twin effect of

bonding the people in the same thought
process, i.e., against India as well as committing
them to misinterpreted religious duties of Jihad.
This puts in danger the whole Sufism culture of
brotherhood in the Kashmir valley and
manipulating the religious fervor against India.

'Azadi ka matlab kya La Ila Illilah'. The initial
indoctrination of the youth takes place in the jails
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which are the breeding ground of radical

of religion, with the aim of luring them into

terrorists in the valley. The youth arrested under

terrorism.

PSA for stone-pelting activities come in touch
with jihadi ideology terrorists and with little career
prospects in the valley are easily swayed towards
radical ideology. The mushrooming of Madarsas
in the valley is another symptom as well as a
catalyst for growing extremist influence in the
valley. The luring of local youth with higher
studies and job prospects in Saudi Arabia
through Islamic foundations does have its effect
on the youth in face of high unemployment and
deteriorating future in the valley. Easy availability
of jihadist literature online and manipulation of
social media by extremist Salafi ideology
preachers is another major factor for
replacement of Sufi Kashmiri ideology and
tolerant traditions by extremist Wahabi and Salafi
10

culture in Kashmir valley.

IMPACT OF HARTALS ON SOCIAL LIFE
Medicine Sans Frontier's (MSF's) first
comprehensive mental health survey report
suggests that out of every five adults living in the
Valley of Kashmir, one suffers from PostTraumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). It further
states that nearly 1.8 million adults equaling 45%
of the adult population suffers from conflictrelated traumas.The most reported problems of
the daily life faced by the adults living in the
Valley are financial issues, poor health and
unemployment One of the major reason for this
PTSD is the regular stretch of Hartals & protests
under which a common man is made to suffer
by paralyzing his economic and social growth.
Hartals have not only taken a clang on the
mental health of the people but have also led
them into a spiral of emotional instability. As a
result of this, loss in the rational thinking process
of the youth, many youngsters are prone to
exploitation by violent elements under the pretext

19

Separatists in the Valley of Kashmir have
imposed Hartals for more than 1900 days.
Kashmir Chamber of Commerce and
Industry's (KCCI) figures suggest that the
State loses around Rs.130 Crore worth of
business during each day of Hartal. In the
year 2016, the State suffered losses to the
tune of over Rs.16,000 Crore. The mental
trauma that follows due to financial losses on
a daily basis has caused a great deal of
distress among the people of the State, where
education, tourism, and medical services
frequently get disrupted. Chronic patients end
up getting in worse conditions and in some
cases, resulting in loss of lives, due to the
immobilization and lack of proper medical
care.

HALT IN EDUCATION
One of the biggest sufferers from these regular
shutdowns in the State of Jammu & Kashmir is
education. Over a period of the last 28 years, the
education sector has been badly hit in the State
and has caused irreversible loss to students. An
Economic Survey done by the J&K Government
in 2017, stated: ...The main contributors to the
lessening of the attainment of the quantity of
education include destruction of infrastructure,
fear of sending children to school, incorporation
of the youth into armed groups, negative
economic shocks to the households and the
forced displacement. The report further states
that, 

Due to the closure of schools, the

academic section got badly hit to the extent
that it caused irreversible loss of study and
tuitions to the students. In the year 2016,
schooling was conducted for just a brief period
of about four months. The exams conducted by
the JK Board of Secondary Education
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(JKBOSE) for 10th and 12th standard covered

private investments. The media report further

only half, i.e. 50 percent of the total syllabus...

states that, Each individual in the Kashmir Valley

Following the death of Hizbul Mujahideen

has suffered an average loss of ?20 Lakh . In

Commander, Burhan Wani, approximately 31

addition, according to the World Bank, Jammu

school buildings were gutted by Kashmiris on the

& Kashmir is considered the worst State in India

behest of Separatists. Out of these, 17 were fully

to do business. The prolonged cycles of unrest

burned down while 14 were partially eviscerated.

caused a major standstill to the industrial sector

Because of protests, mass promotions have

in the State and caused a major loss to

become a common phenomenon in the State of

production.

Jammu & Kashmir, resulting into poor quality
education and so-called 'half-graduates'.

Prolonged19 periods of protests and exposure
to violence has reduced both the quality and
quantity of the education attained by children
in the State of Jammu & Kashmir. This also
explains the disturbance in the rational
thinking process of the youth and
mushrooming of non-secular educational
establishments, like Madrassas. This scenario
makes the youth prone to exploitation by
religious extremist groups, resulting in
glorification, and even joining, terrorist groups
due to the lack of proper decision-making
capabilities. 13

ECONOMIC SUFFERING
19

Regular

cycles of unrest have hit the economy

hard and these prolonged periods of shutdowns
have made the State's economic condition fall
under the phenomena of the 'uncertainty effect'.

A recent survey conducted by Media agencies
suggested that the Economy of Jammu &
Kashmir has suffered a loss of Rs.60,000
Crore and has lost an approximate of around
3 years' time of work and development. The
State has been considered risky for business
and almost no corporate ventures to invest
their time and money in the State, resulting in
a high degree of unemployment in the state.
Protests have not only acted as a barrier in the
development state but also as a barricade to

The estimated loss suffered by
industry sector due to protests in year 201617 is of the order of Rs.13,291 Crore,
comprising Rs.6,548 Crore of the private
sector and Rs.6,713 Crore Government
sector.

TOURISM AND TRANSPORT SECTOR
Tourism in Jammu & Kashmir provides
livelihood to a major section of population.
Tourism season in the Kashmir Valley starts from
April and lasts up to September/October each
year. During a period of the last 9 years, this
sector has seen a considerable decline. In the
year 2016 the number of tourists who visited the
Kashmir Valley stood at 623,923 including
220,490 Amarnath Yatris. The Economic Survey
tabled in the Legislative Assembly reported that
during 2016, only 403,443 tourists, including
foreign as well as domestic, visited the Kashmir
Valley as a tourist destination.

The unrest in 2016 caused a dip in tourist
arrivals by over 55% and registered closure of
all the activities due to prolonged protests
resulting in loss of business to hoteliers,
restaurant owners, houseboats owners, the
handicrafts industry and transporters. Each
time a Calendar of Protest is issued, the
transport sector is badly hit. It is estimated
that in Jammu & Kashmir, there are 4,500
passenger buses, 3,853 taxis, 24,223 trucks,
186,477 private cars and 210,236 two
wheelers. The impact of stone-pelting falls
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upon all these types of vehicles causing a
great deal of damage to the owners. Sizeable
number of vehicles are damaged due to
stone-pelting by the youth during Hartals.
Halt in transport means a halt in mobility and
non-earnings of these transporters during the
Hartals results in the non-payment of loans to
banks. Mechanical workshops, petrol pumps
and service stations also got affected due to
the halt in public transportation. The Jammu
& Kashmir State Road Transport Corporation
(JKSRTC) lost at least Rs.5,25 Crore of
revenue in the year 2016 alone. Around 182
vehicles of the corporation were damaged by
stone-pelting which included 76 trucks.

CONCLUSION
The State of Jammu & Kashmir continues to
face disruption because of Terrorism, growing
radicalization and protests. Cross-border
terrorism has been rampant in the Kashmir
Valley since 1989, leading to a massive socioeconomic downswing. Human resource, which is
one of the biggest assets of any society, has also
suffered enormously. Terrorism has been the
main reason for the displacement of several nonMuslim communities like Kashmiri Pandits,
Sikhs, Buddhists and other minorities and
because of a growing radicalized society, many
Kashmiri Muslims have also started migrating to
mainland India and other parts of the world for

LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT
The protests also lead to the forced closure of
shops and many other commercial
establishments. In case shopkeepers defy
Hartals, they face stone-pelting threats and
eventually forcible closure of their
establishments. In such scenario, employees of
these shops remain deprived of their wages.

An estimated loss of Rs.168 Crore) on
account of wages to the employees, worked
out as per minimum wage schedule, was
incurred in the year 2016 alone by these
employees. Rs. 276 Crore loss was incurred
by self-employed wage earners working in
construction and building works. Apart from
these sectors, other sectors in which heavy
losses were incurred include Infrastructure,
Construction activities, Health sector, Online
mode of businesses, Sheep and Animal
Husbandry, Banking, Forest and Housing and
Urban Development Sector, which altogether
make up for the estimated loss of over
Rs.16,000 Crore in the year 2016.

better job prospects and peaceful environment,
depriving the State of its valuable human
14

resource.

The violence has affected all

important sources of livelihood of local populace
such as agriculture, horticulture, tourism and
handicraft industry, with many traders having to
shift their trading centers from to other parts of
the country and others forced to look for
alternative sources of income to survive the
economic crisis.
These Protests & Shutdowns have put the lives
of people under unnecessary strain and are not
observed voluntarily by the common people. In
such a situation, it is for the people of Jammu &
Kashmir to exercise their right of expression,
which by definition also constitutes the right, not
to observe Hartals, without fear to one's life,
property or threats of social isolation. Economic
development is an important stimulus to peace
and there is no reason, why basic fundamental
human rights like education, healthcare,
employment and the pursuit of happiness should
be kept hostage to any political- or violent radical
11

ideology in the State of Jammu & Kashmir.
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TERRORISM INDUSTRY IN J&K:
REASONS BEHIND ITS GROWTH IN LAST THREE DECADES
The Growth of terrorism, radicalization, role of Pakistan and Separatists nexus.
Magnitude of Terrorism in J&K Since 1990
people, particularly minority Hindus, being forced
to migrate from the Valley. Even foreign tourists
In recent history of state and especially since 1990,

have not been spared. Terrorists posed a serious

the main theater of Pak sponsored activity in India

threat to Aviation Security as they resorted to

has been the State of Jammu and Kashmir, which

hijacking to achieve their demands. With the

has witnessed the loss of about 27,000 lives. The

decline in local terrorism, pan-Islamic 'Jihadi'

number of weapons and other military hardware

outfits have come to dominate seeking to destroy

recovered in anti-terrorist operations could equip

the secular fabric of the State. The complexion of

several battalions of a modern Army during the

terrorism has undergone a change with focused

decade long Pak sponsored terrorism in J&K. In

attacks on Security Forces (SF). A systematic effort

over 51,000 terrorist incidents around 27,000

is being made to tarnish the image of security

persons including about 9,700 civilians and over

forces by whipping up allegations of violation of

3000 Security personnel have been killed. The

Human Rights even though terrorists operating

terrorist violence caused extensive damage to

under a nexus have shown no concern for the

private and public property, with large number of

human rights of their victims.

[1]

For Islamabad, the liberation of Kashmir is a sacred mission, the only task

unfulfilled since Muhammad Ali Jinnah's days. Moreover, a crisis in Kashmir constitutes an

excellent outlet for the frustration at home, an instrument for the mobilisation of the

masses, as well as gaining the support of the Islamist parties and primarily their loyalists

in the military and the ISI.

Yossef Bodansky

(Director of the US Congress Task Force on Terrorism and Unconventional Warfare)
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Low Intensity Conflict Continues
Unabated
Since Pakistan-sponsored terrorism first erupted in
the Kashmir Valley in 1989-90 and cries of azadi
(independence) rent the air, the pendulum of public
opinion in Kashmir has swung away from thoughts
of Jihad to more mundane 'bread and butter'
issues. While the security situation in Kashmir
Valley has improved considerably, Pakistan is now
endeavoring to spread the cult of terrorism and
terrorism to new areas south of the Pir Panjal range
in the Jammu region, so as to create an ethnic and
sectarian divide and trigger a communal backlash.
Pakistan's increasing frustration and desperation
can be gauged from the number of incidents of
terrorism that its mercenary agents have been
perpetrating since the situation in Kashmir Valley
began to slip out of control in 1997-98. Pakistan's
aim was clearly to de-stabilize India by all possible
means. A protracted 'proxy war' and sustained

FEBRUARY 2022 | PAGE 03

The Indian Government, on the other hand, has
exhibited remarkable restraint in the face of grave
provocation. It is now engaged in taking stock of
the emerging developments to evolve a coordinated civil and military 'action plan' to ensure
that the initiative does not remain with Pakistan and
that India is able to safeguard its national security
and territorial integrity, as well as, eventually root
out terrorism from J&K and other parts of India.
Though military operations against the Pakistansponsored terrorists and terrorists have been
extremely successful, the nation has paid a heavy
price in terms of civilian and military casualties. The
economic costs have also been staggering and
obviously cannot be sustained indefinitely. It is
imperative that the impact of the various
complexities and nuances of the J&K issue is
carefully evaluated so that pragmatic decisions can
be made to resolve it expeditiously.

Genesis of Terrorism in Kashmir

political and diplomatic offensives, are part of a

Ever since Pakistani raiders and razakars guided

well-crafted strategy to keep India engaged in

and led by Pakistan army invaded J&K in October

internal squabbles and impose a heavy burden on

1947 and the state acceded to India, Pakistan has

the Indian economy. Pakistan has achieved

been unable to accept what it perceives as a

considerable success in projecting the Jammu and

wrongful loss. The state remains a bone of

Kashmir (J&K) issue as an international 'flashpoint'.

contention between the two countries even after

Pakistan also aims to ensure that the Indian Army
and Central Para-Military Forces (CPMFs) remain
increasingly engaged in counter-insurgency/internal
security operations in J&K and the north-eastern
states, so as to degrade India's superiority in
conventional combat through a process of strategic
fatigue. While ensuring that violence in the ongoing
low intensity conflict is maintained at a low level so
that it does not lead to a conventional war (that is,
it does not cross India's perceived threshold of
tolerance), Pakistan can be expected to continue to
develop its nuclear and missile capabilities to

over 75 years of independence. The Pakistan
Government calls it the 'core' issue and says that
the eventual merger of J&K with Pakistan is the
only acceptable solution to the problem and that it
is the 'unfinished agenda of partition

[2]

. Having

failed to annex J&K by force in the several wars
initiated by it against India over the last 75 years,
and emboldened by its acquisition of nuclear
weapons in 1987, Pakistan hatched a new
conspiracy for the annexation of J&K by waging a
covert 'proxy war' against India through a strategy
of 'bleeding India by a thousand cuts'.

match Indian capabilities in these fields. Pakistan

Operation 'Topac', under which Pakistan launched

hopes that such capabilities would further deter

its proxy war against India, was brilliantly conceived

India from resorting to conventional conflict to

and skillfully executed. Pakistan's President, General

resolve the Kashmir issue.

Zia ul Haq's concept was to exploit the religious
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sentiments of the Kashmiri people, whip up

the Kashmiri people's disillusionment with Mr.

passions on communal and sectarian lines, fan the

Farooq Abdullah's allegedly corrupt and inefficient

flames of religious fundamentalism and, in the

administration, led to spontaneous protest and a

process, gradually create conditions for waging a

call for azadi (independence). Thus the situation

Jihad. Before launching its proxy war in Kashmir,

was ripe for exploitation and the ISI, which was

Pakistan also initiated measures to exploit the

ready and waiting, stepped in to fan the flames.

disgruntled elements among the youth of Punjab to
fight for the creation of an independent Sikh state
of Khalistan. The intention was to destabilize India
by creating conditions of insecurity in two
contiguous front-line Indian states and to tie down
the Indian security forces, particularly the Indian

The strategic design of Operation Topac was to
launch a proxy war against India in a phased
manner. The salient aspects of Pakistan's plan
were:-

l

communications networks and subvert the

Army, in internal security duties. It was expected

police and financial institutions.

that prolonged employment in internal security
duties would weaken the Indian Army and degrade

Initiate a low-level insurgency to interdict

l

Subsequently, exert direct pressure along the

its conventional superiority over the Pakistan Army.

Line of Control (LoC) by large-scale sabotage

All this was to be achieved through a low-cost

and infiltrate mercenaries and Special Forces to

option, without getting directly involved.

attack vital targets in rear areas.

The Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) Directorate of

l

At an appropriate stage, using religion as a

Pakistan was entrusted with the responsibility of

motivating and binding factor, give a nudge to

executing the plan. The ISI had gained immense

the Jihad to peak and, if necessary, be prepared

experience in organizing guerrilla warfare in

to exercise the military option to liberate J&K.

Afghanistan, with sabotage and terrorism as the
weapons of choice, while working together with the
US Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). The ISI had
also surreptitiously siphoned off nearly 60 per cent
of the small arms, light weapons, ammunition and
explosives supplied to it by the CIA for onward
dispatch to the Afghan mujahideen. It has been
reported that arms and ammunition worth US $5
billion had been pumped into Afghanistan by the
US and its allies. In addition, the erstwhile Soviet
Union had supplied arms and ammunition worth
US $5.7 billion. Large numbers of these weapons
became available to the ISI for equipping Kashmiri
terrorists when the Soviet forces withdrew from
Afghanistan in 1989. Profits from the clandestine
sale of freely available narcotics from Afghanistan,
donations from Muslim zealots in other countries
and profits from large-scale smuggling activities
across the Indian border, provided adequate funds
to finance an uprising in J&K. Massive rigging of
elections to the J&K Assembly in March 1987, and

While J&K was to remain the focus of all ISI
activities, Operation Topac also envisaged the
provision of support and encouragement to
insurgent and terrorist groups in the north-eastern
states of India and the spread of terrorism
progressively to other parts of India, in keeping with
the strategy of bleeding the country through a
thousand cuts. It is axiomatic that for the
Pakistanis, a continuing crisis in Kashmir and
tensions along the LoC with India provide an
excellent diversion from frustrations at home. These
are time-tested methods for mobilising the masses,
for gaining the support of fundamentalist Islamic
parties and the mullahs within Pakistan and in other
Islamic states. It also enables the civilian rulers and
the bureaucracy to keep the Pakistani Army
gainfully employed in directing and supporting the
slickly packaged 'just cause' of the Muslim brethren
of Kashmir and, as a corollary, away from
harbouring thoughts of another military coup.
Another major aim is to internationalize the
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Kashmir issue, contrary to the spirit of the 1972

and neglect, compounded by rampant corruption,

Shimla Agreement, by raising the bogey of the

cynical nepotism, alienation from the national

denial of the Kashmiri people's right of self-

mainstream and political mismanagement, the

determination. It is conveniently ignored that

situation in J&K was as bad as it could possibly

Pakistan itself had impeded the process of the

have been in 1988-89. It is only belatedly that true

holding of a plebiscite in J&K by not vacating its

realization has dawned regarding the various sins of

illegal occupation of Pakistan Occupied Kashmir

omission and commission with which the

(POK), which is called Azad Kashmir in Pakistan.

post-independence history of J&K is replete.

The playing up and highlighting of trumped up

Former J&K Governor, Mr. Girish Chandra Saxena,

human rights violations in the international media is

had mentioned to Prakash Nanda in an interview

also part of a well-orchestrated campaign.

that, We are considering the situation on the

Pakistan's proxy war campaign is carefully
calibrated to ensure that India's perceived
'threshold of tolerance' is not transgressed. Though
Pakistan would prefer to avoid escalation of the
present low intensity conflict (LIC) situation to
conventional war, it has apparently vectored in the
risks involved in pursuing its proxy war strategy into

political, administrative and democratic fronts. We
realize that maladministration, corruption and
unemployment have also been responsible for the
growth of terrorism in the past.

ISI's Modus Operandi:
State-sponsored Terrorism

its operational plans. Yossef Bodansky writes that,
Pakistan knows that the active pursuit of the
current Kashmir strategy may lead to an escalation
of the faceoff with India. Islamabad is ready to deal
with this eventuality while increasing its all out
support for the Kashmiris. In mid-February 1995, a
Foreign Ministry spokesman warned that 'if India
carries out another aggression and war breaks out
between Pakistan and India, it would not be a war
of a thousand years or even a thousand hours, but
only a few minutes and India should not be
oblivious to the potential destruction.' Pakistani
officials add that Pakistan is really in a position to
strike a heavy blow against India through its nuclear
capability. Pakistan also believes that its nuclear
weapons and missiles provide the cheapest option
for peace. Gen Mirza Aslam Beg writes: The
nuclear and missile deterrence have helped
maintain peace in the sub-continent for over two
decades.

In the early 1990s, when local recruits were not
hard to motivate, the ISI relied on Pakistan trained
terrorists (PTMs) for organizing ambushes of
security forces convoys and patrols (using AK-47s
and machine guns). PTMs were also employed for
executing hit-and-run raids on the Central Police
Organizations (CPOs) bunkers and pickets inside
urban areas (for which hand grenades and rocket
propelled grenades were used). For low-risk tasks
such as the planting of anti-personnel land mines
and improvised explosive devices (IEDs) and to act
as couriers of arms, ammunition and messages,
locally trained terrorists (LTMs) wre generally
employed. The ISI had declared 1994 as the year of
'barood' (explosives). Though a fairly large measure
of autonomy was given to the area and district
commanders of terrorist outfits such as Hizbul
Mujahideen (HM), the Jammu and Kashmir
Liberation Front (JKLF) and Harkat ul Ansar (HUM
banned as a terrorist organization by the US State

However, it is self-evident that a foreign power can
sow the seeds of insurgency only when
discontentment and dissent are already widespread
among the people and the situation is ripe for
exploitation. Due to decades of poor governance,

Department) to conduct operations, overall control
was retained by the ISI as it held the purse strings
and was the single largest source of supplies of
arms and ammunition. Orders to the various outfits

FEBRUARY 2022 | PAGE 06

KASHMIR RIGHTS FORUM | MONTHLY THEME

used to be relayed over a clandestine radio station

opportune moment, they were infiltrated through

located in POK. However, the Kalashnikov culture

the porous LoC with the support of the Pakistani

that swept Kashmir Valley soon extracted a

Army. The Army provided a safe passage through

predictable toll. The power of the gun gradually

its own defences, guidance by hired Gujjars and

corrupted the PTMs and they soon began to

Bakkarwals (Kashmiri shepherds) and covering fire

indulge in extortion, loot, rape and murder for petty

from small arms, machine guns and even artillery,

jealousies.

to draw away the attention of Indian troops on the

The criminal activities of the terrorists soon
alienated the Kashmiris. Even political leaders
aligned with terrorist groups have acknowledged
that the abuses undermined the terrorists' support
in Kashmir.

[3]

At the same time, counter-

insurgency operations by the security forces also
gained momentum and a large number of terrorists
were killed in action or apprehended. Kashmiri
families soon became wary of sending their sons
for what they realised was a futile Jihad. The result
was that, beginning around 1994-95, the ISI's
recruitment base in Kashmir Valley gradually dried
up, though recruitment by force continued for
some more time. The ISI then placed its reliance
for further operations in Kashmir predominantly on
foreign mercenaries. The ISI's USP (unique selling
point) was that Islam was in danger in India, in
general, and in Kashmir, in particular. Mercenaries
from POK, Pakistan, Afghanistan, several Gulf and
West Asian countries including Saudi Arabia and
Iraq and many African countries including Egypt,
Libya and Algeria, were hired, trained and inducted
into the Kashmir Valley. In addition, criminals
undergoing long imprisonment sentences in
Pakistani jails were also enticed into participating in

LoC. The command and control set up was loose
and flexible. The mercenaries were usually assigned
to operate in specified areas and co-ordinated their
operations with each other and the remnants of
Kashmiri terrorists. The mercenaries soon found
that the people in Kashmir Valley enjoyed an
unfettered right to practice their religion. Namaz
was performed by the devout five times a day and
the mosques were functioning without any kind of
interference. In fact, the mullahs were quite used to
and rather fond of spewing venom and inciting the
people to rise in revolt. Though the local population
tolerated them as 'guest terrorists' the mercenaries
did not get the promised support from the Kashmiri
people, contrary to what they had been briefed by
their masters in Pakistan. Food and shelter were
hard to come by and the constant flight from the
security forces was tiresome and most
inconvenient. Also, they found that the security
forces, particularly the Indian Army, were a tough
force to reckon with and discovered that a terrorist's
life span in Kashmir was a maximum of four to six
months before he was hounded out and killed or
apprehended. In 1998, as many as 320 foreign
mercenaries were killed.

the so-called Jihad. They were told that their

All this disillusioned the mercenaries very quickly.

sentences would be reprieved if they successfully

The story of extortion, loot, rape and murder was

completed a tenure of ISI ordained duty in J&K.

soon played out again. Some of them even began

Gradually, the presence of foreign mercenaries

to run their own harems. While the people of

among the terrorists went up from 15 per cent in

Kashmir had initially actively participated in a

1994 to 40 per cent in end-1998

[4]

.

The modus operandi was to give the mercenaries
some rudimentary military training and knowledge
about using explosives, arm them with an AK-47
with four magazines of ammunition and give them
a few thousand Rupees in Indian currency. At an

struggle for azadi (independence) and had even
encouraged their sons to join the movement, they
were not willing to put up with the errant and
domineering ways of the foreign mercenaries with
whom they did not identify in any manner
whatsoever. They soon began to give real-time
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intelligence euphemistically called 'actionable'

under control despite the viciousness and

intelligence about the whereabouts of the

ruthlessness of the ISI-sponsored campaign to

mercenaries to the security forces. From then

wrest Kashmir from India, the credit must go to the

onwards, the days of the foreign mercenary in

Indian Army and the other central security forces

Kashmir Valley were numbered. The tide finally

such as the BSF and the CRPF. The Army's

turned around the summer months of 1996 when

relentless effort in conducting counter-insurgency

the ISI found that it was no longer profitable or

operations under the most trying circumstances,

even cost effective to persist with the induction of

while resolutely adhering to the application of the

additional mercenaries in the Valley. At this stage,

principle of 'minimum force', is indeed

the ISI, in conjunction with the Pakistani Army,

commendable and possibly unparalleled. In

appears to have decided to shift the focus of its

contrast to similar situations elsewhere in the world,

activities to the areas south of the Pir Panjal range.

where tanks, aircraft, artillery and mortars have

It was also apparently decided at this time to rely

been freely used with attendant non-combatant

more on terror tactics to discredit the Indian

casualties, the Indian Army has conducted no more

administration, incite a communal and sectarian

than a police operation in Kashmir. In keeping with

divide among the people and, by simultaneously

its training and style, it has carried this out in a

raising the ante in Siachen glacier and along the

methodical fashion, ferreting out and arresting

LoC, project Kashmir as an international

individuals rather than punishing a community,

'flashpoint'.

seeking combat with the terrorists, rather than

In J&K, the ISI kept providing comprehensive
support to five major terrorist groups. These

waiting to be attacked in places where civilians
could be hit.

included Hizbul Mujahideen (approximate strength

The maintenance of law and order is basically the

1,000 terrorists), Harkat ul Ansar (350), Lashkar-e-

responsibility of the State Governments and the

Toiba (300), Al Barq (200) and Al Jihad (150). In all,

defense forces are deployed for counter-

about 2,500 terrorists, mostly foreign mercenaries,

insurgency/internal security duties only against a

belonging to these and other smaller terrorist

specific requisition by the State administration

groups were operating in J&K. The ISI spent about

and/or when they are statutorily required to render

60 to 80 crores every year for prosecuting

such duties under the provisions of the relevant

Pakistan's proxy war against India in J&K alone that

laws such as Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act,

is 5 to 6.5 crores per month

[5]

. It is quite obvious

that Pakistan's doddering economy could ill afford
such expenditure. As the ISI's links with the
narcotics trade in Afghanistan and the agency's
active participation in the illegal arms trade
flourishing in Pakistan's North West Frontier
Province are well known, it can only be assumed
that funding for its nefarious activities in India is
being generated by the ISI itself, with the active
connivance of the Pakistan government and the
Army.

India's Military Response: Paying a High Price

If the situation in Kashmir Valley had been brought

1958, etc.
Besides the casualties being suffered almost on a
daily basis and their adverse impact on morale, the
Army's prolonged involvement in counterinsurgency operations had several other major
disadvantages. The financial costs of sustaining a
successful counter-insurgency campaign are
staggering. It has been estimated that the Army
spents approximately 2,500 crores out of its annual
budget on counter-insurgency operations.
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Agents and Factors Adding to
Perpetuation of Terrorism in Valley

having a marginal presence in the valley, the
Ahle Hadith now has around a million followers
out of a total population of six million, and
there are approximately 700 Ahle Hadith

Radical groups competing for influence

mosques. Their influence has substantially
Sufism that was the essence of Kashmiriyat is
dying a slow death. The Ahle Hadith, Jamaate-Islami, and Tableeghi Jammat reject the Sufi
shrine worship and other syncretic rituals and
practices. Their brand of Islam is fundamentalist in
nature. The corruption in shrines and
superstitious/ dogmatic practices of Sufism are
also substantial factors for the rise of the Ahle

increased over the last decade. However, unlike
the JeI, prominent religious clerics and scholars
of the AhleHadith/ Salafi

Sect do not discuss

politics in their mosque lectures, preferring to
stay away from it. They also consider terrorism
and JeI activities as unislamic. They are busy
establishing an ideological base for something
even more dangerous, i.e. an Islamic Kashmir.

Hadith and other fundamentalist Jamaats.
Besides the robust petro-- dollar funding, better
infrastructure, educated religious scholars and
global Islamism being essential reasons, Kashmiri
youth feel that Ahle Hadith gives them an
empowering Islamic identity in a conflict
environment. Where the dominant narrative is
terrorism, conflict and violence, the peaceful
Sufi meditative religion does not align well with
youth sentiment.
Though the majority of the population is still '
Etaqadi ' (Barelwi local Muslims) but their roots
in Sufism have lost spiritual essence. Only
rituals like worshipping at shrines have remained
with overtones of religious extremism and
communalism, conditioned by the overall milieu
of religious and political radicalization. Once

Thus, Kashmir is increasingly becoming a
battleground for sectarian rivalries. Lately, some
AhleHadith scholars like Mushtaq Veeri had
praised the Islamic State and its leader Abu
Bakr al Baghdadi for propagating the Caliphate
Code in Kashmir.

Mufti Shabbir Ahmad Kasmi,

a Deobandi (ideologically a close cousin of the
Ahle Hadith) had expressed support for Zakir
Musa and his AGUH.
Hadith have a strong presence in the education
sector and institutions. The Salafis are ahead of
others in their non religious social presence. They
run orphanages, clinics, colleges, schools and
madrassas. A lot of Salafi literature has been freely
distributed in Kashmir over the last 30 years.
However, with a home to 2.8 mobile internet

SATP-2017
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users, the spread of Wahhabi influence poses a

and Kashmiri politicians as being 'Pakistani'. The

greater danger through social media messaging

influential round the clock news channels indulge

platforms. This religious overdose is generating

in bitter debates on communal matters, getting

fundamentalism and exclusivism, eventually leading

fanatic religious leaders on their shows that

to extremist thoughts and actions. It is pertinent

contribute to a highly polarised environment.

to mention that the ideological justification of a

Usually, such provocative journalism is taken very

global Jihad and sanctity for terrorism in

seriously in Kashmir. People even in the remote

Kashmir as Jihad is instrumental in generating

villages of Kashmir are

public support for terrorism and stone to the

names like Arnab Goswami, Major Gaurav Arya,

stone pelter. They consider stone pelting as their

and Subramaniam Swami. Some Kashmiri

bare minimum contribution called 'Mujahids during

politicians and youth leaders go to the extent of

CASO'.

attributing radicalization in Kashmir as a reaction

Social and Mainstream Media in
Radicalization and Terrorism

well acquainted with

to Hindu extremism! They added that Hindu
Muslim dynamics in India has an enormous
impact on the Kashmiri mindset. Therefore,
unfortunate incidents of beef lynching and

Social media has also been playing a dominant

communal riots create a feeling of insecurity

role in radicalising the youth. Once a CASO

among Kashmiris.

begins, messages on Whats App groups
mobilise people for stone pelting. Instagram
posts of terrorists, fiery speeches of terrorists
like Masood Azhar, Arabic Taranas are widely
circulated as well. The Youth Forum for
Kashmir set up in Islamabad in 2012 by
Ahmad Qureishi with the backing of the
Pakistan Army has also played an influential
role in fomenting youth unrest in Kashmir. They
targeted universities and colleges.

To an extent, this may be real, but religious
radicalisation has its internal dynamics and it
has been going on independent of happenings
in the overall sociopolitical scenario of India.
Furthermore, there is reluctance on the part of
Kashmiris to accept that radicalisation might
erode the Tahreek ' s international credibility by
exposing strong Islamist undercurrents and
diluting its supposedly secular and political
nature.

However, even the outer trappings of

Further, the coverage of Kashmir events in

the movement are now a far cry from its much

mainstream Indian media is acting as a major

touted secular credentials.

spoiler. Kashmiri youth maintain that mainstream
Indian media portrays all Kashmiris as terrorists

Despite this one cannot deny that national media
or vernacular media in particular as is projecting a
highly biased and negative image of the Kashmiri
people for small TRP interests. This is detrimental
to India's long-term interests in Kashmir and
therefore needs strong reversal through greater
media self-regulation.

Civil Society and Human Rights Groups
Additionally, Indian civil society and human rights
activists are playing a negative role. Nearly 25 crore
Muslims are living peacefully across India with all
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constitutional rights and privileges. Communal

too found quick resonance in the Kashmir Valley. In

incidents are an aberration and given the sheer size

visual terms, the black flag of ISIS had almost

of the country their numbers have been minimal.

started competing with the green Pakistani one's,

Hindu-Muslim conflicts are mostly localized and

not in terms of actual following of these symbolic

arise out of non-religious reasons. However, civil

displays but purely as an irritant against the

society activists and political parties have been

authorities.

blowing things out of proportion for narrow
interests or out of ideological hatred. There is
hardly any rationality behind such narratives. The
oft-quoted narratives made rather irresponsibly for
political gain ('rising intolerance', 'emergency-likeconditions,' 'government-being-controlled by
Fascist and dictatorial forces') are having the worst
impact on young minds in Kashmir. Deliberate and
malicious attempts to portray the central
government's dictatorial and extremist image is
leading to a feeling that the Indian establishment is
planning to effect demographic changes and dilute
their autonomy. We all know that there is hardly any
truth in such narratives but the repeated peddling
of such lies is furthering the agenda of terrorist

Having looked at the sporadic attempts to
internationalize the Kashmir issue, it appears that
the Kashmiri separatist movement is entering the
next phase i.e. its internationalization. Such efforts
can be seen in Turkey's rising involvement, which
through its official online portal TRT World, is
leaving no stone unturned to blow the Kashmir
issue out of proportion, fabricating and
disseminating false information. One can also
observe dishonesty in such attempts when the
Islamist and extremist nature of the separatist
movement is conveniently brushed aside. This
discussion of attempts to internationalize the
Kashmir issue deserves a separate and detailed
commentary.

organizations and foreign-based actors. There is
thus an urgent need for civil society and political

Terror Finance

parties to exercise rationality or it will severely hurt
India's national security interests.

Information on terrorist support structures is not
easy to come by and even when it does, it is

Impact of Developments in the Global
Arena
Global jjihad and the growing awareness of
geopolitical happenings in Syria, Yemen, Myanmar,
Pakistan and Iran may also be a contributing
influence to radicalizing Kashmiri youth. There are
a few people who claim to have met Kashmiris who
fought alongside ISIS fighters in the battles of
Mosul and Fallujah. While the veracity of such
claims is difficult to establish, this is not new. It may
be recalled that the Arab Spring movement that
started in Tunisia and rapidly spread across the
Arab world, was closely followed in Kashmir with
the youth agitation of 2008 being largely influenced
by the happenings in that part of the world.
Similarly, the Baghdadi phenomenon in Syria-Iraq

sketchy and mostly anecdotal. Perhaps, it is only
the intelligence and security agencies, which have a
fairly definite idea of the sources and magnitude of
terrorist funding. For instance, investigators in the
US believe that terrorists had spent about US
$5,00,000 to carry out their September 11 attacks
although it likely cost the US at least $100 billion to
repair the damage. And this does not even include
the cost of the war against terrorism that the
Americans have embarked upon in our backyard.
Other countries like Britain attempt to quantify
terrorist finances through the number and
magnitude of suspect transactions put through
their financial system. In Britain alone, 19,500
suspect transactions were detected in year 2001, of
which more than 4,000 was post-September.
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Estimate of Terrorist Financing

authorities for terrorist activities in the Valley. These
reports also said that another functionary of the

So far, there seem to be no estimates on the extent

APHC in Jammu had also made a similar

of financing available to terrorist outfits operating in

accusation against his own colleagues in Kashmir

different parts of India. A rough estimate of the

and specified the amount misappropriated as 80

extent of terrorist financing in single region, namely,

crore

Jammu & Kashmir (J&K), from information

a sum of 3,00,000 a month. In the Kashmir Valley,

available from a variety of sources is that, Pakistan

about 5 lakh are collected every month as voluntary

spends around US $5 million annually (24 crore) to

donations. It is learnt that 2.36 lakh were collected

sustain terrorism in Kashmir while India's

from Srinagar-Sopore alone on the eve of Eid.

expenditure on counter insurgency operations

Compensation paid to terrorists/their families for

(CI-OPS) is around US $1.46 billion annually (730

carrying out their activities in J&K might provide an

crore)

[6]

. These figures are an indication of how

[8]

. A senior Huriyat leader, it is learnt, receives

indication of the extent of terrorist funding.

every dollar spent on terrorist activities necessitates
a financial commitment several orders of

Transnational linkages

magnitude on counter-intelligence and physical
expenditures in the target country.

The terrorism in J&K which originally started as a
domestic movement, has acquired transnational

We are of the view that financing terrorism in J&K
costs no more than 400-500 crore. This estimate
has been made on the basis of the observation that
even a large terrorist outfit like Hijb-ul-Mujahideen
(HM) needs no more than 30 to 40 crore annually.
There are no more than 10-15 such outfits in the
valley.

[7]

linkages since 1992-93. Initially, the spearheads
were the Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front
(JKLF) and Hizb-ul-Mujahideen (HM). But these two
have been overshadowed by Lashker-e-Taiba (LeT),
Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM), Al Badr etc. Each of
these terrorist outfits is affiliated to various over
ground political factions in India and Pakistan.

The All Party Huriyat Conference (APHC) is the

Thus, the political wing of the HM is the Jammat-e-

largest beneficiary of foreign funds in the region.

Islami and that of the LeT is the Markaz-ud-Dawa-

Local Kashmiri newspapers had reported that Al

Wal-Ishad of Pakistan. These political wings make

Barq, a terrorist organization accused and

most of the collections and financial transactions

threatened Mr. Abdul Gani Lone, a senior leader of

for their terrorist wings

the APHC, for misappropriating money given by the

foreign terrorists operating in J&K are from

Inter Services Intelligence (ISI) and Pakistani

Pakistan. Save a small percentage of funds made

[9]

. Up to 90 per cent of the

through collections and donations
made in the Valley, 90 per cent of the
funding is from other countries/Islamic
organisations like, World Association of
Muslim Youth, Rabit-e-Alam Islami,
World Kashmir Freedom Movement,
Kashmir American Council, Kashmir
Study Group, and Friends of Kashmir,
UK, etc. However, the major
contributor remains Pakistan through
ISI and its High Commission in India
and Nepal

[10]

.

FEBRUARY 2022 | PAGE 12

KASHMIR RIGHTS FORUM | MONTHLY THEME

Sources of Terrorist Funding in J&K

of the Mujahideen the money will be used for their
needs

Source percentage direct from Pakistan, 25% from
narcotics, 15% from illegal sale of arms, 10%
through counterfeit currency, 10% through Zakat
(an Islamic tax) & donations, 10% from
international Islamic organisations & Organisation
of Islamic Countries and 20% through
extortion/bank robberies.

[11]

.

The Pakistan based Markaz-ul-Dawa-Ishad, the
parent outfit of LeT and a religious organisation
puts out regular advertisements in its in-house
monthly magazine, Al Dawa. It urges Muslims to
donate money for Kashmir 'Jihad Fund' and
deposit it in bank accounts. The mushrooming
growth of madrassas on the Indo-Pak border and in

There are two main sources of terrorist financing-

the interior provides an indication of the channels

the diaspora and domestic. The latter includes

into which these funds flow. A visible aspect can be

co-ethnic, co-religionist groups which finance

seen on Jammu-Srinagar National Highway where

organised crime. The former includes the Pakistani

unaccounted open collections are made in front of

State as well as Pakistani Kashmiris who are known

mosques

[12]

.

to contribute to Kashmiri terrorist outfits operating

Narco-Terrorism

on Indian soil.
It has been recorded that external funding is of a
much higher magnitude than funding coming from
domestic sources. Estimates indicate that between
US $1,00,000-200,000 had been raised by JKLF,
the diaspora and other Kashmiri groups. It is
instructive to note that funding picked up in
response to certain domestic events in past. For
instance, the demolition of the Babri Masjid in 1992
led to large contributions to the kitty of terrorists
operating against India.

Charities

The nexus between narcotics and terrorism had led

Kashmiri terrorists obtain financial support from

to a new term Narco-Terrorism. It is recognized as

dozens of Islamic charities and radical Islamic

one of the oldest and most dependable sources of

organizations that channel funds to terrorist

terrorist financing, primarily because of the

groups. The Al Rasheed Trust based in Karachi is

magnitudes of finance involved in both the

run by Maulana Masood Azhar, was originally set up

activities. Arun Kumar, in his book on Black

as a welfare organization. In the 1980s it was co-

Economy in India says drug profits have been used

opted by the ISI to channel Saudi Arabian funds to

to finance terrorism in the South, the North-East,

10

the Afghan Mujahideen

. After the Taliban took

over in Afghanistan, the ISI shifted the Trust's focus
to Kashmir and used it to finance insurgency in
Kashmir. It publishes advertisements in the
Pakistani press asking for funds for welfare work in
Kashmir, Chechnya, Kosovo etc. But it clearly
informs donors that it will decide how to spend the
money. For instance, it says, if there is a dire need

Punjab and Kashmir

[13]

.

Pakistan's involvement in Narco-Terrorism dates
back to the era of Soviet intervention in
Afghanistan. President Zia's involvement in
narcotics trade is an open secret and he diverted
some proceeds of this income towards funding the
Kashmir 'Jihad' which continued even after his
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death. Narcotic smugglers based in Pakistan and

pathway to Jannat that could redeem them of

controlled by ISI are reported to have earnings in

their worst worldly sins, still retains validity and

excess of US $ 2.5 billion. According to a UNDP

emotional attraction in common perception.

report, Pakistan's heroin industry is estimated to

This attitude is strikingly similar to what French

have a turnover of US $ 74 billion. In early 1991,

expert Olivier Roy has discovered about French

Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharief, is learnt to

foreign terrorists, many of whom have been

have said that, Pakistani Army Chief and the ISI

found to be gays, drug addicts, hardly

Chief proposed a detailed 'blueprint' for selling

performing a Namaz and joining ISIS in search

heroin to pay for the country's covert military

of an identity. Their social uprootedness and

[14]

operations

lack of integration in western societies has

.

Extortion and Fake Currency
Extortion has emerged as a major source of
terrorist funding. Police and Intelligence agencies
believe that most of the businessmen, shopkeepers,
government employees, contractors, especially
those dealing in timber and persons with sound
financial background are easy targets. They have
bought peace by coughing up, as and when
extortion demands are made. During 1990-95,
Rs. 7.30 crore was looted by terrorists to fund their
activities. Needless to say estimates of extortion
funds are impossible, but could run into several
crores of rupees per year.

provoked them to join ISIS. In Kashmir, a similar
phenomenon could be happening. The new
generation seems to be losing respect for old
institutions of society. They do not respect
elders and shrines, have no faith in institutions
of family and marriage and indulge in
promiscuity and drugs. Morals, loyalty and
ethics in social, personal and political life have
strongly eroded. The worst effect of the long
conflict has been on the culture and traditions
of Kashmir. Now in the absence of rootedness
which the culture and social system provided,
they are suffering from an acute sense of
collective depression and hopelessness. As a
result, they either take to drugs or seek new

A perceptible increase in the circulation of fake
Indian currency notes (FICNs) has been recorded in
the past in the Kashmir Valley. Against seizure of

outlets for identity and anchorage in religion or
rather an exclusivist and fundamentalist version of
faith.

FICNs worth 8,45,000 in 1995, the seizure in 2001

would easily be several times this figure.

Pakistan Factor prompting Pseudo
Groups

Seizures of FICNs specifically on the Indo-Pak and

It appears that Pakistani controllers are finding

Indo-Nepal borders combined with the disclosures

it challenging to send weapons and terrorists

made by 'carriers' reveal indisputably that the ISI is

across the border because of the increased

behind this racket. It is easy to infer that

vigilance and border fencing. India ' s aggressive

counterfeiting confers double benefits: sabotaging

response to the transborder misadventures of

the Indian economy and generating funds for

Pakistani forces seems to have changed the

was 3.56 crore (FICNs were being sold at a
discount of 60-70 per cent). Actual circulation

[15]

terrorists activities

.

perception on the other side. They believe that
any misadventure will be met with massive

Changing Values; Crumbling Institutions

retaliation. Further, they are facing global
condemnation as a terror sponsoring country

Amidst all these, the great sense of redemption
in the idea of death as a Mujahid, as a

and, are facing

Financial Action Task Force
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border actors intend to use such
intellectual proxies for false
propaganda, psychological war and to
malign India abroad. According to
counter reputation terrorism expert,
young scholars are invited to Pakistan
on the pretext of attending seminars
and youth conferences in universities.
There, invitee scholars are arranged to
meet prominent civil servants,
diplomats, politicians and intelligence
officials. Once they come back, they
(FATF) sanctions. The global mandate is against

raise fictitious issues of human rights

terrorism, so it is not as easy for them to

and their narrative is selective, biased and

stage major terrorist attacks. However, their

incomplete. In future, such activists are likely

strategy involves keeping a limited number of

to be used to raise issues like the rights of

foreign terrorists active in diverse areas as

people displaced in hydroelectric projects in the

catalysts. They keep the population on the boil,

Valley. Further, they are also focused on

keep public passions high and abet people for

polarizing and dividing the state on communal,

stone-pelting.

religious and regional lines. Many prominent

Meanwhile, homegrown Terrorism seems to
have filled the space rendering the pains of
sending FTs partly superfluous. As a result one
comes across many innovations in their
strategy. It appears that in future Pakistan based
actors might stay more focused on strategy,
planning and raise high the category of highvalue logistics leaving the operational aspects
to local actors. In value logistics, they are
inviting a group of young Kashmiris to Pakistan
to visit under the pretext of meeting relatives
or other excuses, and training them in the use
of IED explosives. It is easier, cheaper and risk
free to undertake such missions. Also, the
possibilities of being detected are fewer. They will
continue to coordinate, act as an essential

stakeholders, including mainstream politicians in
Kashmir have been demanding a divisional
status for the Pir Panjal and Chenab Valley,
which geographically and in popular perception,
are parts of the Jammu region. Such demands
smack of creating fractions in the Jammu
region and infest it with a separatist insurgency.
The Jammu region has so far been largely
disconnected from the Islamist and separatist
Kashmiri insurgency. Further, this author was
also witness to nefarious attempts to usher in
demographic changes in Jammu and Ladakh
region to make these regions Muslim dominated
and to radicalise local liberal Muslims.

The Way Forward

conduit, maintain discipline, and above all,

Given this background, some

punish any deviant behavior.

observations/recommendations are being made

Recent trends also indicate that cross border
actors are interested more in raising human

on the basis of issues discussed in succeeding
paragraphs:

rights issues. To promote this, young people

While the phenomenon of a rising level of

are being encouraged to study law, international

radicalization, a strong sense of separatism,

relations, human rights and sociology. Cross

continuing alienation and anti India feeling in
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nuanced policy package that is a mix
of soft and hard approaches.
Indoctrination levels of local terrorists
are low due to their strong cultural
roots.
Unlike the situation where people join
Terrorism strictly out of intellectual
ultra leftist leanings while dealing with
Terrorism in Kashmir, the emotional
and psychological factor must be
Kashmir are a reality, yet these should not be
the reason to conclude that things have come to a
dead end. There are many layers to the
prevalent sentiment of dissatisfaction and
unrest. The anger of the youth is more about
the trust deficit which has intensified in the

taken into consideration. Someone who has
become a terrorist

to seek personal revenge

can always be brought back into the
mainstream, or even the conditions that provoke
an individual to seek revenge through the gun
can be addressed.

absence of a proper dialogue or engagement.
Grievances with the civil administration, fears
about dilution of autonomy, lack of employment
and economic opportunities, near collapse of
tourism and the handicraft industry, shoddy
civilian infrastructure and basic utilities, poor
academic infrastructure, corruption, nepotism
and

angst with routine discomforts arising out

In the case of FTs who are highly radicalized
and have a high level of anti agenda, our
single-- India minded approach should neutralize
them by force while crossing the borders or
where ever else, in their hideouts or
sanctuaries. They are enemies of the State and
should be dealt with accordingly.

of their interface with the armed forces. Past

Primary challenge is not the number of

abrogation of Article 370 and formation of UT

terrorists but the public support for it. The

many positive steps by LG administration and law

quantum and intensity of stone pelting during

and order revamp has led to a promise in

CASO are reliable indicators of the level of

population for development.

public support for terrorists. Hence, we have to

The young shout slogans of  Azadi , but they
have no clarity of thought nor any futuristic
plans and strategy. This provides a ray of hope
that in some ways and in some areas they can

strike at the social and cultural constituency of
Terrorism and bring the recruitment levels
down. In the current phase, there appears to be a
vacuum.

be engaged. The youth that expresses a strong

However, there are ample reasons for hope. In the

sense of separatism surprisingly softens down to

course of discussions on youth unrest, a

show a genuine desire for dialogue.

number of suggestions and observations have

Local youth join any terrorist organization for
four important reasons namely, hopelessness,
revenge (mostly because of the atrocities by
the armed forces), religious conviction and

mentioned that the youth in Kashmir are also
looking for a good career, joining the civil
services, media, the modeling world and the
film industry. There are many students pursuing

attraction for the gun as a symbol of
empowerment. Homegrown Terrorism

been made. Along with that, it may also be

and the

public support for it is where we need a

a master's program in International Relations
(IR). An interesting case is of a terrorist, fully
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trained in handling weapons, having participated

be of

in several encounters, getting converted into an

with dignity). It has to be a multipronged approach

ultra Communist, now holding a master ' s

with multiple layers of engagement.

degree in comparative religions, and now
pursuing his second masters in IR. Kashmiri
youth are talented, sharp, and ambitious and
looking for opportunities to study in foreign
universities, get good jobs, and improve their
quality of life.

Azadi baraye aman-o -Ahatram

(peace

b) We need to have a long-term political and
economic vision for Kashmir. We need to ask the
right questions-what kind of Kashmir we want after
15-20 or 25 years and what is the roadmap for that.
A committee of experts could be constituted to
chart out a political, economic, educational,

Course of Action

cultural and religious roadmap for Kashmir. It

Kashmir is at a very critical juncture. The so called

the strategy and the steps ahead. There must be

'movement' is directionless and leaderless. It may

consistency in our approach.

take a blind turn. If it goes on like this, it may
lead to anarchy and the region could become
the hunting ground for all kinds of barbaric Jihadi

should define the underlying principles, objectives,

c) For some short-term gains, no compromise
should even be thought of, with the core principles
or our long-term interests and objectives.

forces like Al Qaeda and the ISIS. There are forces
waiting to capitalise on the ongoing youth unrest.
To deal with the situation, the suggestions that
could be considered are outlined in succeeding
paragraphs:-

d) There should be no compromise with our policy
of zero-tolerance to religious extremism and
terrorism. A systematic crackdown on Jamaat-eIslami must be strategically pursued, in all sincerity.
Moreover, the effort must be undertaken on a

a) It is imperative that before the Pakistanis or any

sustained basis.

transnational terrorist groups act, we get our act
together and develop a new narrative acceptable to
the Kashmiri people, built around finding a political,

e) The recent multiple NIA raids and seizing of
properties is hard hitting and should be continued.

diplomatic, psychological and spiritual solution.

f) Over reliance on security narrative and use of

The present situation after abrogation of article 370

hard power will not be very helpful in case of home-

gives us the necessesary space to act. The new

grown Terrorism. If one terrorist dies, five others

narrative could also include the frequently heard

join the movement. Therefore, we have to address

demand for Azadi. We can redefine Azadi as

the challenge of recruitment and strike at the

Azadi from poverty, violence, nepotism,

social, political, cultural and intellectual roots of

corruption, religious extremism and injustice.

Terrorism. OGWs must be dealt with heavy hand.

Against prevailing notions of Azadi, our stand can

g) As stated earlier, there is no clarity and logical
consistency among the separatists and mainstream
politicians regarding the political aspect of the
issue. We need to strengthen the mainstream in
Kashmir and institutionalize democracy as a spirit.
We can strengthen mainstream politics by
engaging politicians in dialogue and incentivizing
the joining of the mainstream. The mainstreaming
process should include politicians, civil society,
clergy, artists, writers, journalists, civil servants,
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academicians, students, panchayat leaders and

k) The Kashmiris by nature are scholars. Their

the business class. Inviting mainstream

natural skills in the softer aspects of life such

stakeholders for lectures, seminars, discussions,

as art, literature and emotions are very subtle

and interactions across the country in

and refined. We need to engage youth at that

universities, colleges, chambers of commerce,

level where there is the meeting of minds. We

development institutions and by the different

need to create political, social and intellectual

state governments will create the necessary

and cultural outlets for the young generation to

goodwill. Engaging separatists will enhance their

express themselves.

stakes in the peace process. It will create a
friendly space to channel the political solution.
It will be very helpful in mitigating the angst of
people.

l) Youth forums can be platforms where
political, social and cultural issues can be freely
discussed. They should also be encouraged to
interact with youth from other parts of the

h) The district administration should have an open

country. They can be invited to think

door policy. Cleanliness, electricity, roads

universities.

maintenance and other routine issues of public life

story of India covering freedom of expression,

will help in breaking the ice. The current

democracy, secularism, respect for diversity,

disconnect between Kashmiris and

multiculturalism and the liberty of pursuing

administrative officials from other states working

various art forms, could sell well in this context.

in Kashmir have led to a kind of stagnation.

They should not see the gun as a source of

The district administration should have regular

empowerment. The alternate role models can

'chaupals' in rural areas. This goodwill generating

be created in academics, sports, civil services,

process has to reach the grassroots in Kashmir.

literature, journalism, and films.

District Collectors, Divisional Commissioners and
other city administrative officials should visit
schools, panchayats, mosques and other social
forums in remote areas and engage the people
in dialogue.

tanks, colleges, schools, and The

m) Kashmiri youth must be exposed to a
course in critical thinking. The curriculum
should focus on teaching diverse religious and
ideological thought processes. It can have six
schools of Indian philosophy, western

i) Groups of Kashmiri teachers and students

philosophy, and political philosophy, philosophy

from rural areas can be taken to Delhi and

of religion, comparative religions and

other state capitals for informal interactions.

international affairs. The curriculum should also

Such outreach should avoid excessive media

involve meditation, yoga and psychological

glare and politicization of such events must be

counseling to generate positive thinking.

checked effectively.

n) The Kashmiri youth mindset needs to be

j) Youth engagement programmes have so far

internationalized and catapulted out of the

focused on employment generation. However,

perceived or real sense of victimhood.

when the cause is psychological, such a

Sentiments of religious extremism and

narrow corridor approach will hardly serve the

separatism are also strengthened due to lack

right purpose. Definition of engagement should

of exposure to global developments. Through

be widened to include addressing their sense of

foreign exposure, they will have an interface

alienation and the trust deficit. The key lies in

with forces of post-modern globalization,

the right way of communication and creating the

development and economic growth.

right perception.

o) In brief, it can be said that the state should
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have a dominant presence in the academic

De-radicalization

space and not in the religious organizations as
they mainly focus on  Deeni-taleem , i.e.,

Moving on to other important issues, as stated

religious studies. In schools, the curriculum of

earlier, there is an urgent need to take

Kashmiriyat and nationalism must be developed

cognition of the growing threat posed by

and taught. The young generation hardly

radicalization in

knows anything about Nand Rishi, Lalleshwari,

agreed that the best guards against

Lalitaditya Muktapida, Kalhan and the rich

radicalization are provided by India ' s family

scholarly heritage of Kashmir. Such a narrative

system and social traditions. Fortunately, in

will go a long way in checking separatism and

Kashmir, the family as a unit is still secure.

radicalization.

Ordinarily, a radicalized person severs all ties

p) Easy availability of extremist literature must be
given serious consideration. The youth must lay
hands on nonreligious literature. Literary festivals,
music festivals and other literary events (by
thinks tanks, development agencies, government
bodies and non government bodies) can be
organised in Srinagar, Leh, Jammu and other
cities of the state.

Kashmiri society. It is broadly

with the family and old friends. However, in
Kashmir, terrorists maintain their ties with the
family, though for security reasons, physical
contact might be few and far between. In
families, girls and women are highly empowered.
Kashmiri women who constitute 50 percent of
the population, need to be engaged in the de
radicalization campaign. Further, efforts in the
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direction of reviving and preserving the

schemes of the Government of India do not

Kashmiri cultural heritage in music, spirituality,

address the problems and concerns specific to

arts, language, and literature can be

conflict and post conflict societies like Kashmir.

undertaken. Since universities and colleges are

For conflict zones like Kashmir, such schemes

emerging as significant centres of Jihadi

and programs need to be customized. For that,

radicalization, these should be subjected to

if required, even UN experts and international

NAAC inspections on a regular basis. Apart

development experts who have worked in the

from a quality upgrade, the NAAC should also

conflict zones could be co opted.

keep track of radicalization trends in academic
institutions and submit regular reports on them.
Prompt action must be recommended by NAAC to
counter religious extremism in the academic world.

Social Media
The narrative on social media needs to be
challenged and replaced with an alternative.

Also, there is a need for the Government to

Whats App and Facebook groups run by

evolve a long counter-- term de-radicalization

Pakistan proxies like JeI, global Jihadi

and radicalization policy for Kashmir. This would

organizations and terrorist organizations are very

require detailed exploration by subject experts,

refined and sophisticated in terms of quality of

but it must be multidisciplinary in its approach,

content and their logical rigor. Facts and

roping in religious scholars, experts in the

figures are deftly manipulated and selectively

philosophy of religion and politics, experts in

presented to nourish a fertile ground for

cyber jihad, psychologists, educationists, civil

vulnerable minds which can be easy targets for

society members, Geopolitics scholars, security

Jihadi ideology and anti India feelings. The

experts, intelligence fraternity, sociologists, and

quality and content of the videos are also much

other relevant actors. To begin with, the

evolved. India needs a very systematic, scientific

Government can launch a strategic, precise and

and a nuanced effort that reflects a sound

an all around effective crack core constituents of

understanding of Kashmiri subconscious while

radicalization infrastructure. Business, employment

developing an alternate narrative. Here also, the

and livelihood-- down on the organisations like

task has to be assigned to experts in the field

JI the business linkages of Kashmir and the rest

rather than left to the security and intelligence

of India, particularly in the
traditional areas of horticulture,
handicrafts, tourism and carpet
industries, have always been very
robust but for the last nearly three
decades when these links came
under serious strain on account of
Terrorism. There is an urgent need
to strengthen and further develop
old ties. Tourism and carpet
industries need a complete overhaul.
New employment and business
opportunities for the youth can be
created in these sectors through
specialized efforts. The existing
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establishments on their own. An alternate

to and stop sponsorship of terrorism. In the

narrative needs to be created in universities

meantime, the current robust kinetic posture

and colleges of Jammu and Kashmir to counter

against transborder Pakistani activities in aiding

lies peddled by cross border actors. Think

and ' abetting terror activities, including financial

forums or inter-- tanks, research forums, youth

support, must continue in a sustained manner.

faith dialogue bodies and cultural interaction
clubs can be created to challenge dominant
narratives of Jihad and the hypocrisy of
Pakistan in political matters. Pakistan keeps
silent on the atrocities faced by Uighur Muslims
in China but keeps harping on the grievances
in Kashmir and India. Such forums can initiate
debates on the conditions of minorities, state of
civil rights and democracy in Pakistan.

Since the Surgical Strike (Sept. 2017), people in
Kashmir feel very enthusiastic about India's
ability to respond in a proactive manner. For the
future, if Pakistan does not show any
substantial change in its stance, then the option
of a sub conventional/ hybrid war should be
explored. It also needs to be mentioned with a
special emphasis that India ' s strong and
aggressive

Rejection of religious extremist parties in the
recent elections in Pakistan can also be the
subject matter of such forums. These will be
very helpful in demolishing the lies peddled by
Pakistan and its proxies in Kashmir. They can
organise discussions on strengthening

force posture with Pakistan which in

effect involves giving them a proportionate or
even disproportionate response, if needed, plays
an important role in clearing the smokescreens
of confusion in a Kashmiri mind. Kashmiri
subconscious is generally confused on various
issues. May be several centuries of foreign rule

democracy, merits of the liberal world order and
the true meanings of Azadi.

has left its imprint on the collective psyche of
Kashmiris. It would be desirable to approach

The spiritual vision of masters like Sri Sri

the problem directly rather than taking a

Ravishankar, Sadguru, Jaggi Vasudev

circuitous route by avoiding the political aspects

and

others can be immensely useful in providing a

of the issue. There needs to be clarity of

healing touch to Kashmir. It may not be a well

vision for this, and in due course, concrete

known fact that the father of the deceased HM

proposals need to be rolled out.

leader Burhan Wani spent several days in an
Art of Living ashram after his son ' s encounter
death. This fact puts a big question mark on
the whole narrative of religious extremism in
Kashmir. Kashmiri subconscious still has
sufficient space for the spiritual pathways of
Tauhid and Vedanta. It's time we explored these
domains. The Pakistan factor in Kashmir affairs
is a fact of life, and hence, it is important to
engage Pakistan in a dialogue and peace
process. However, there should be no going
back on our firm stand that terror and talks

A Solution in Sight
Clearly, India's patience has been stretched almost
to the limit and the strain is now showing.
Demands for a more pro-active Kashmir policy are
becoming vociferous. The country has exercised
restraint against Pakistan's proxy war and shown
enough tolerance. We must make the costs
unbearable for Pakistan. Why is the nation shying
away from exercising the military option? The
abrogation of Art 370 has certainly opened a path
for reformation.

cannot go together. Kashmiris have by and
large now come to accept this reality. For any
dialogue process to resume, progress and
eventually succeed, Pakistan must cease support

It is axiomatic that there can be no military solution
to an insurgency. The security forces can only
restore functional normalcy so that the law and
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order situation is under control and the writ of the

administration, 'show the flag' by virtue of their

civil administration runs in the state. The level of

presence in the area, particularly the villages in the

violence can be curtailed to a large extent and the

interior, and provide security cover to civil officials

number of incidents can be considerably reduced

to enable them to perform their duties without fear.

by co-ordinated operations. However, the security

Exemplary state and national level leadership and a

forces cannot eliminate the insurgency. To do that,

resolute and unwavering political will are necessary

the root causes of the insurgency have to be

to root out insurgency. Lets hope that we

identified and tackled and the people's perceived

collectively show resolve as a population to take

grievances redressed. That is a task which only the

ourselves and other citizens out of the bane of

civil administration and elected political leaders can

terrorism.

undertake. The security forces can assist by
carrying out 'civic action' on behalf of the civil
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