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PREFACE

KASHMIRI PANDITS - A PART OF

KASHMIRI SOCIETY AND KASHMIRIYAT

The exodus of the Kashmiri Pandits (KPs) from

the valley will forever remain a tragic scar in the

history of secular India. The atrocities committed

against Kashmiri Hindus and their forced exodus

from the Valley coinciding with the rise of

Terrorism in the 1990s remains a biggest blot on

the much revered KASHMIRIYAT. The future

release of the film 'The Kashmir Files' is likely to

put the issue on the front burner. However, even

in this day and age of easy and instant access to

knowledge and information, what the average

citizen does not know is that this wasn't the first

time in history that the Kashmiri Pandits were

driven out of their homeland. Astonishingly and

more so tragically, this was the seventh instance

of exodus of the KPs fleeing persecution in the

valley at the hands of religious zealots. Even if it's

cruel, history does seem to repeat itself.  There

have been multiple narratives and counter

narratives as to why the situation deteriorated so

quickly that this peaceful and relatively

prosperous community was forced to abandon

their homes and flee for safety. What is

abundantly clear that a myriad factors like

Pakistan's desire to wrench the state from Indian

control through its tacit support to its

fundamentalist proxies, the failure of the state

and central government to bring the situation

under control and the Jammat-e-Islami

sponsored Madrasas and Moulvis who incited and

provoked the masses to commit unspeakable

atrocities against their neighbors for centuries all

led to the unfolding of this tragedy.

The unexpected speed with which anti-India and

anti-Kashmiri Hindu designs, the seeds of which

had been sown over the years, began to unfold

themselves was the most terrifying thing about it.

The madrasas financed and run by the Jamaat-e-

Islami had poisoned the mind of the younger

generation with Islamic fundamentalism under

dictation from theocratic Pakistan. The Jamaat-e-

Islami activists had crept into the services at a

large scale. They had found their way even into

the top rung of the State machinery and

influenced and won the members of the

bureaucracy that crossed over to their side. So

for all practical purposes the State bureaucracy

was hand in glove with pro-Pak elements and

forces that had sinister plans.

(also spelled as ) is the

centuries-old indigenous tradition of communal

harmony and religious syncretism in the Kashmir

Valley. Emerging around the 16th century, it is

characterised by religious and cultural harmony,

patriotism and pride for their mountainous

homeland of Kashmir. Kashmiriyat exemplifies

the joint Hindu-Muslim culture, festivals,

language, cuisine and clothing in the Kashmir

Valley. In the spirit of Kashmiriyat, festivals of

Hinduism and Islam are celebrated by adherents

of both faiths. Kashmiriyat, with the Hindu-

Muslim unity it encourages, was promoted by

Kashmiri sultan Zain-ul-Abidin; the story of the

Kashmiri mystic Lal Ded (also called Lalleshwari),

in which her body turned into a mound of flowers

that was buried by both Hindus and Muslims,

Kashmiriyat Kashmiriat
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serves as an emblem of Kashmiriyat that keeps it

alive today.

Kashmir's existence is characterized by its insular

Himalayan geography, harsh winter climate and

isolation in economic and political terms. The

region has also seen political turmoil and foreign

invasions. is believed to be an

expression of solidarity, resilience and patriotism

regardless of religious differences. It is believed to

embody an ethos of harmony and a

determination of survival of the people and their

heritage. To many Kashmiris,

demanded religious and social harmony and

brotherhood. It has been strongly influenced by

Kashmir Shaivism, Buddhism and Sufism,

carrying a long-standing conviction that any and

every religion will lead to the same divine goal.

Kashmir was also influenced by the Mughal

emperor Akbar's genesis of a syncretic

philosophy of , which emphasized the

blending of Hindu and Muslim ideals and values.

Works in the Kashmiri language, art, culture and

literature strongly expound and emphasize

as a way of life. However, the impact

and importance of has been

concentrated in the Kashmir Valley only, which is

the real historical Kashmir. The farther regions of

Gilgit, Baltistan, Jammu and Ladakh have not

been influenced by this philosophy, as these

regions are not Kashmiri in terms of culture,

language or ethnicity.

The Hindus and Muslims had been living in the

valley for hundreds of years with peace and amity.

Kashmir has also been a land of Sun worship

with shrines such as Martand Sun Temple

established by Lalitaditya Muktapida. Sun

worship is believed to have been brought into

Kashmir by Kushan kings from Iran. Lalitaditya's

predecessor, Ranaditya, is said to have built the

first sun temple. Wanvun singing is an integral

part of Kashmiri Pandit religious ceremonies, and

these signs signify that the Kashmiri Pandits are

an part of Kashmir. The main inhabitants of the

Kashmir valley are Kashmiri Muslims and Hindus

(called as Pandits) , sharing of a common

culture. This common culture and their peaceful

coexistence have been used to describe

Kashmiriyat. The main tenet of Kashmiriyat is the

network of socio-cultural and historical ties that

bind all Kashmiris regardless of religion, into an

independent social collective. While Kashmiri

Muslims and Kashmiri Hindus (Pandits) follow

different religions, they share many cultural

practices that are a fusion of the elements of the

irrespective religious practices as well as the

uniquely Kashmiri devotional and philosophical

norms.

Communal harmony has been a strong social

norm in Kashmir society. Social harmony and

close association between two communities has

been regarded as one of the indicators of

Kashmiriyat. The local traditions in terms of

language, food habits and dress are similar.

Kashmiriyat

Kashmiriyat

Din-i-Illahi

Kashmiriyat

Kashmiriyat
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Members of both communities speak the same

Kashmiri language  called has Dardic

origins rather than Indo-Aryan. They wear the

same dress, , use to keep warm

in winter and Kashmiri tea keeps

brewing in both households through out the day.

This commonality and close association has

been attributed to geographical and historical

factors;  geographically huge mountain ranges

cut -off its inhabitants from the outside world and

helped them form a close -knit community and

historically mass conversion to new religions

occurred without erosion of earlier cultural

traditions.

Throughout history of Kashmir the Pundits had

laid great emphasis on education. As a result

they always held important positions in the

bureaucracy and the government which led to

the minority community flourishing and

economically affluent. During the 1980s, the calls

for independence had already percolated into the

Kashmiri psyche. The hanging of the Maqbool

Bhatt in 1984, the violence against Kashmiri

Hindus in 1986, followed by the rigged assembly

elections of 1987 were the perfect recipe for

fueling the separatist fire. The KP community

which was not inclined to independence or

autonomy from India found themselves at

crossroads. The situation became worse with

calls of and chants of

by the Muslim community incited

by Islamic radicals grew louder in the streets.

Pakistan's nefarious designs of establishing an

Islamic state could only be achieved by cleansing

the population of all hindus. The massacres and

targeted killings of prominent Hindu figures

created an environment of fear where no non-

Muslim felt safe in the state.

90's witnessed a shift in the Sufi form of Islam

Kausher

pharen kangari

Nizam-e-Mustafa Cheliv,

Galivya Raliv

(nun-chai)
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practiced in Kashmir which had an impact on the

discourse on Kashmiriyat. On one hand socio-

religious groups like Jamat-e-Islami and Jamati-

ahl-Hadees in Kashmir that were started as

reformative organisations propagated what they

call as 'puritan' form of Islam through their

literature and schools. They considered the Sufi

practices as idolatrous and not part of 'true'

Islam. The Jamaat gave more importance to the

'Muslim identity' of Kashmiri Muslims and was

critical of Kashmiriyat, which brought dilution in

that identity of Sufi form of Islam. Many leaders

of JeI outlined that the concept of Kashmiriyat

was being propagated for personal interests by

people of secular nationalist as was done by

Shiekh Abdullah. It is being misquoted as

religious assimilation Kashmir into Indian Union.

On the other hand, there were 'external' factors,

such as the Iranian revolution, Palestinian intifada

and the Afghan war against the Soviets, which

had an impact on the way Kashmiri Muslims

perceive their identity and on the discourse on

Kashmiriyat. The photographs of Ayatollah

Khomeini, founder of the Iranian revolution, were

displayed on the streets of Srinagar in the late

1980s and Friday prayer sermons included

special prayers for the 'Mujahideen' of

Afghanistan and Palestine. Both these factors

(role of Jamaat and external factors) led to a

change in the perception of 'US' and 'them' - 'us'

became the Muslims of the world and 'them' as

non-Muslims which included Pandits. These were

the internal and external reasons that led to the

massacre or, displacement of the Kashmiri

Pandits.

The

first exodus of the Hindu community from

Kashmir happened in 1389-1413 CE, when

Sultan Sikandar Shah commonly known as

Sikander Butshikan (destroyer of idols) unleashed

an Islamic terror crusade throughout the valley.

During his tenure, temples were razed, and

mosques were constructed in their place. The

Centre for Integrated and Holistic Studies claims

that during his reign, native Hindus were

subjected to forced conversions , and others

forms of brutality like looting, rapes, pillage

became a norm and this forced thousands of

Hindus to leave the valley in order to protect

themselves.

The second

exodus was marked in the reign of Fateh Shah II,

during 1505-1514 CE. Shah came under the

influence of Shams-ud-din Araqi, who was a

Noorbakshi Shi'a Sufi, and then began the

heinous practice of persecuting Hindus in the

valley.

After the

dismissal of Shah Miri dynasty, Kashmir valley

went under the control of Mughals and after that

atrocities began on the Hindu community. The

reign of Jahangir and Shahjahan were like

nightmares for the community. Jahangir's

commander Sardar Itquad Khan, specialized in

converting Kashmiri Hindus under torture.

Aurangzeb and his famous governor, Iftekhar

Khan, continued the reign of terror unleashed by

his predecessors. This in turn forced the Hindu

community to flee to other parts of India.

Taking

advantage of the declining Mughal Empire, the

Durranis of Afghanistan took over the control of

the Kashmir valley in 1752. The Durranis

mastered Aurangzeb in cruelty triggering fourth

exodus of the Kashmiri Pandits community.

.

vi

First Exodus under Sikander Butshikan:

Second Exodus under Shah-II:

Third Exodus under Mughals:

Fourth Exodus under Durranis:

The Kashmir valley has seen many rulers, like

the Sikhs and the Dogras. It's important to

note that during the Sikh or the Dogra rule,

the valley's majority i.e. Muslims were not

subjected to any kind of religious persecution

OVERVIEW OF THE EXODUSES
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However, after the death of Dogra ruler Maharaja

Ranjit Singh, the Britishers invaded the valley.

A British

officer's cook Abdul Qadeer was facing sedition

charges for his fiery remarks against Maharaja

Hari Singh in July 1931. The trial of Qadeer

stirred up sentiments, protests were being held

against the Dogra ruler. Things became ugly after

the protesters were fired upon, this firing

triggered communal violence in areas of

Naushehra, Bohri Kadal etc. Since the firing

orders were given by local Governor Trilok

Chand, the Kashmiri Pandits were targeted,

attacked and ransacked. Communal riots took

places in several places and properties of the

minority community were razed to ground,

forcing them to flee the valley. Some historians

believe that the onus of this exodus was on

Britishers. There is no need to tell that Britishers

thrived on the agenda of 'divide and rule', but this

is mandatory to say that this politics of the the

Britishers had triggered the fifth exodus of the

Kashmiri Pandits.

Kashmir had not been a very

peaceful land for longer periods. In the 1900s the

condition of Kashmiri Pandits kept deteriorating.

A series of communal violence had been

reported in the state. After 1947's independence,

Pakistan's ISI backed groups started pushing for

the radicalization of Kashmir. To sustain their

agenda, they bred hatred for Kashmiri Pandits.

There were concerted efforts to orchestrate a

public relations campaign to change the

Kashmiri people.

The prior exoduses and

persecution are often being brushed under the

carpet with the logic that back then, there were

dynasties. But the most barbarous genocide

faced by the Kashmiri Pandit community was

under a democratic nation. It's not a hidden fact

that in 1980s Pakistan backed terrorism started

rooting in the valley. Terrorist outfits and their

members started persecuting the religious

minorities i.e. the Kashmiri Hindus. The message

was loud and clear, 'Convert, leave or Perish'. The

brutal targeted killings, rapes of Kashmiri Hindus

forced the community to leave the valley. More

than five lakh Kashmiri Hindus fled the valley to

save their lives. Thus, the Kashmiri Pandit

community marks the day of 19 January, 1990

as the Holocaust day, a day when a community

was reduced to the status of refugees and was

forced to live in camps in their own country. The

innocent community of Kashmiri Hindus, time

and again had become a victim of fatal Islamic

fundamentalism in the Kashmir valley. In the

chapter of intolerance, being scripted by the

religious warriors, nearly fifteen hundred

members of the minority, community have been

killed in 80 massacres in J&K. For Kashmiri

Pandits, Nadimarg massacre is fifth one, since

the 'popular' govt took reins of power in 1996.

Terrorists have attacked Pandits through

massacre in these districts - Budgam (March 20,

Sangrampora), Srinagar 25/26 Jan., Wandhama),

Anantnag (Jan 20 Telwani, Aug. 2002

Sirigufwara). The main motive behind these

massacres is to terrorize the minorities and force

them to migrate. For the last three years the

incidents involving attacks on minorities and their

religious places have been occurring with regular

frequency. Incidentally, the Kashmiri Pandit

exodus started in 1990, when the ex Chief

Minister of state was Union Home Minister. There

were multiple locations where massacres were

orchestrated and executed. They were timed in a

manner to keep justifying peaceful coexistence

and executed on requirement. The barbaric

executions of Wandhama and Nadimarg are

covered in detail in suceeding paragraphs.

Fifth Exodus by the Britishers:

Sixth Exodus:

Seventh Exodus in wake of Islamic

Fundamentalism:



KASHMIR RIGHTS FORUM | MONTHLY THEME OCTOBER 2021 PAGE 08|

WANDHAMA MASSACRE

Since 1947 Wandhama failed to live up to its

name every time in the history. It was a dense

forest, full of thorny bushes called by Kashmiris

as Krahdazand. The extreme poverty forced

Mansa Ram Bhat and his brother, Ramchand to

abandon their ancestral village Kaloosa in

Bandipore. While Ramchand settled down in

Manigam, Mansa Ram came to Wandhama.

Mansa Ram had a big family of seven sons to

support. He spent first year taking shelter under

the thick Krahdazand. Then he built a thatched

small hut called Pahri during the second season.

Soon two more families of Naba Shah, a Pir

family and Babas, a peasant family came and

settled down in Wandhama. The descendants of

three families today form more than ninety

families. Of these twelve families are Kashmiri

Pandits. Most of the Peers have deserted the

village. The ethnic-cleansing of Kashmiri Hindus

has made Wandhama a one community village

now. On the eve of the tribal raid, six Pandit

families of Narayan Bhat, Tarak Bhat, Govind

Bhat, Shankar Bhat, Prasad Bhat and Maheshwar

Nath Bhat were living peacefully in the Pandit

Mohalla of the village. Diversion of raiders to

Sumbal made Pandits of Wandhama vulnerable

to attacks.

In Wandhama, National Conference influence

was virtually non-existent. Saifullah Shah (Peer)

was the local politician, who owed allegiance to

pro-Pak Muslim Conference. His house was

situated at one end of the village, bordering

Barsoo. Despite tension, Kashmiri Pandits of

Wandhama had refused to leave. They belonged

to poor peasantry section of the village. Extreme

in security forced them to stay put in the village.

When raiders entered Sumbal, Saifullah Shah

invited them for a dinner. Raiders stayed in

Wandhama for two days. Locals informed Pandits

that raiders had come to Saifullah's house and

for their safety it was desirable that they must

move out. All the six families left but separately.

Some left in the evening and some later during

the night. However, one member from each

family stayed back. Shankar Bhat, Maheshwar

Nath, Ram Bhat, Tarak Bhat, Sarvan and Bhat

and Narain Bhat hoped to salvage their property.

After Pandit families moved out, two Muslim

Conference workers Kamal Sheikh and Ahad

Sheikh of the adjoining village, Thiur hoisted

Pakistani flags over their houses. Soon after, a

local mob instigated by AS Shah of Wandhama

came to loot and burn Pandit houses. Kashmiri

Pandits who had stayed back on seeing looters

apprehended danger to their lives. They

managed to escape, before the looters could

burn the houses. Loot was started in their

presence. Even Paddy stores of Pandits were

opened and looted. These Pandits could not

keep contact with one another when loot started

and left individually. While moving towards

Srinagar, Indian Army mistook them for tribal

raiders. Narain Bhat was killed at Beehama, while

Tarachand and Moshar Nath were injured at

Duderhama. Narayan Bhat's body lay on road for

three days. It was cremated later by two Pandit

volunteers. Wandhama Pandits were lodged in a

refugee camp at Shiv Mandir in Rainawari.
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Raiders were seven in number and left after

Indian Army reached Wandhama. Those days

justice was speedy. Strong action was taken

against Saifullah Shah and three other Muslim

Conference workers who had hoisted Pakistani

flags. Saifullah was arrested and died in jail. His

two sons Ahmed Syed and Mohiuddin left behind

their families in Wandhama and went to Pakistan.

They remarried there and never came back.

After tribal raid, Badri Nath Dhar

from adjoining Laar village settled down in

Wandhama. In 1990, when the terrorists put the

Pandit community on hit list, Narayan Bhat's

family took no chances. It migrated along with

eight other families of Wandhama. A big mob

from Barsoo had came and entered Pandit

courtyards. They had used abusive and

provocative language asking Pandits to leave.

Pandit Sudershan Bhat, who was among those

killed in 1998 massacre also advised his son

Dileep Kumar and his two daughters to leave.

Dileep had received some threats. Only

Sudershan, his brother and Mrs Sudershan Bhat

stayed back. Dileep had met his parents last time

in January 1996. His parent's last

communication to him was in the forum of a

letter in December, 1997 in which they had

mentioned that they would visit them by January-

end. But that was not to be.

Terrorists struck on the intervening

night of January 25 and January 26, 1998.

Twenty five terrorists in army dress swooped on

the village at around 10 PM on Sunday. The

terrorists first entered the house of Moti Lal Bhat,

a Medical assistant in a local dispensary. From

here groups of four terrorists were sent to other

Pandit houses and the rest were asked to cordon

the village. Moti Lal was a popular medical

practitioner in the area and treated everybody

who came for help with compassion. The family

of his niece, Pinki had come from Shopian to fix

up an engagement proposal for one of his

children. Her husband, Shadi Lal had been

recently transferred to Ganderbal as a wireless

operator. In Badri Nath's house, there was a

knock. Bearded terrorists, clad in Army dress

asked permission to enter. It was not unusual for

the family to give entry to such people in the

past. The terrorists demanded tea which was

served to them. Badri Nath's family had come

Tribal Raid:

After putting plan of ethnic-cleansing of

Pandits into action, terrorists allowed few

pockets of Kashmiri Pandits to stay on. It

served a dual purpose. To the international

gallery they claimed that their terrorists

movement was non-communal and cited the

instance of these Pandits. Secondly, when

government drew up any plan for return of

Kashmiri Pandits or the terrorists wanted to

make big news, these 'captive' Pandits were

made the soft targets. This has been

happening since April 1997 Sangrampura

massacre.

Carnage:
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from Laar after 1947 and settled down in

Wandhama. Around 11 PM, Badri Nath's family

had come to know that three other Pandit

families living nearby were entertaining similar

guests. After the tea was served to them, Badri

Nath's family members asked terrorists when

would they leave. The terrorists assured them not

to worry and said they would move out soon.

One of the gunmen told Vinod (14) son of Badri

Nath, “You are talking sweetly, we will not kill

you”. An hour later the radio set carried by one

terrorists turned on and someone from other side

cracked a message

(entire village has been cordoned). That was

the moment one of the gunman stood up and

ordered to shoot the family members down.

Vinod alias Ashoo himself quickly sneaked to

take refuge in the upper storey of his house. He

heard bursts of gunfire and people shrieking.

Vinod hid himself under the heap of dried cow-

dung stored there. Within fifteen minutes

everything fell silent. He was now the lone

survivor among twenty-four Kashmiri Pandits who

were staying in Wandhama. Terrorists before

escaping set ablaze the house of Moti Lal and the

local temple. The gunmen in other three houses

had also resorted to indiscriminate firing killing

15 Hindus. After the guns fell silent, Vinod came

down to see the fate of his five family members.

He thought that the villagers could provide help

to his family members. To his dismay the villagers

had gone to mosque for offering night long

prayers on the occasion of Shab-e-Qadr.

When correspondents visited Wandhama next

morning, the small area behind the house of Moti

Lal looked like a slaughter house. 17 bullet-

ridden bodies were lying in a pool of blood. The

policemen were pulling out charred bodies of six,

including two women and two minors. A mother

had unsuccessfully tried to save her infant by

hiding him in her lap but both got killed together.

The cop trying to separate them couldn't. There

was burning smell of the human flesh

everywhere. Muzamil Jaleel, of Indian Express

who went to cover the Wandhama massacre

wrote,

Nadimarg, a picturesque village is located 1½

kms away from Zainapore, the historic town

“poora gaon cordon ho gaya

hai”

“As the flames of Moti Lal's and Badri

Nath's houses were being extinguished, there

was a feeling everywhere that the price of this

co-existence is high. The tragedy that struck

during a night when the Sufi shrines of the

Valley were all full of devotees.”

On March 23 2003, Nadimarg entered into yet

another chapter in the history of genocide of

Kashmiri Pandits. In a brutal display of

savagery, the merchants of terror, waging

Jehadic war mowed down 24 Kashmiri

Hindus, including 11 women and two children.

Nadimarg, a village 7 kms from Bijbehara, the

home town of the State Chief Minister, Mufti

Mohammad Sayeed, showed to the whole

world how hollow were the claims of the State

Government that situation was ripe for the

journey back home. Government's so called

return plan has only paved the way for yet

another exodus by those who had braved the

selective killings and massacres, of their co-

religionists during the past thirteen years.

NADIMARG MASSACRE
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founded by the benevolent king, Zain-ul-Abdin, in

the fifteenth century. The Pandits had named the

king as 'Bata Shah', (protector of Pandits)

because of the protection he provided to them,

after he called them back from exile and hiding.

Today the town stands witness to intolerance. A

small stream demarcates the Pandit locality from

the Muslim mohalla. In 1990, the village had 51

families . Presently there were only eleven families

with 52 members. These families belonged to the

downtrodden section of the Pandit community.

Their survival depended on either class IV jobs or

meager land they possessed. Some of these

families would supplement their meager income

by doing side jobs. At the time of the massacre,

sixteen members of this community had been

out to some neighboring village.

Eye witnesses, who survived the

carnage said a group of 4-7, heavily armed

terrorists, dressed in army uniform, descended

on Nadimarg hamlet at around 10.30 PM, when

the victims were going to sleep. They first went to

the police picket, set up to safeguard Pandit

population of the village. Presently, nine

policemen had been posted here, while twenty

constables had been withdrawn before the

assembly elections. These nine cops were

supposed to look after the protection of 55

families in a radius of 15-20 km. At the time of

the attack only five cops were present. These

poorly motivated policemen meekly surrendered

their weapons, four SLRs, three 303 Rifles, one

carbine and the lone wireless set to the terrorists

and escaped from the scene. Knowing the

identity of police cops, the terrorists did not

touch police. The cops even did not go to report

the massacre to the nearby Zainpora police

station. The terrorists, after looting arms and

ammunition of the policemen, went to knock at

the doors of Kashmiri Pandit houses. They

commanded them to assemble in the compound

near the picket under a Chinar tree. Those who

did not comply with orders had their doors

broken open. Terrorists, in fact, beat some

people, who were reluctant to come out.

Phoola, who lost her husband and daughter told

reporters,

While driving the

residents out, the terrorists looted cash and

snatched away gold and ornaments from women.

This had not been the style of terrorists in

previous massacres. When the terrorists knocked

at Phoola's house, she and her daughter pushed

Chand Ji, her son into a , before

opening the door Phoola herself slipped away

from the line and hid in the bushes, just metres

from the massacre site.

23 March 2003:

"The terrorists were calling the people

by name. After identifying them they took them

to the compound. They told us they were

armymen, and had to search the houses. They

asked everybody to come out".

chimney
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Soom Nath, a government servant had retired

recently. He had brought his gratuity money and

other pensionary benefits to home and kept these

in the cupboard. He said terrorists were carrying

torches and introduced themselves as troops.

They asked all the family members to vacate their

homes and assemble near the Chinar tree in the

main compound, he added. Soom Nath was

slapped twice and asked to show other family

members. His wife was taken outside and was

asked to join other Pandits under the Chinar tree.

Soom Nath's son smelt a rat and hid himself

under the cot. He and his wife gave slip to the

terrorists and hid themselves behind the

haystack. Though Chuni Lal's family was lucky to

escape, the terrorists looted away his cash of Rs

1.7 lakhs and other costly items before fleeing

from the scene. After collecting the Pandits under

the Chinar tree, the terrorists began looting

Pandit houses. The looted goods were put in a

matador. The Pandits thought, possibly the

intention of the terrorists was to loot them and

their lives would be spared. But soon after the

matador was despatched, the terrorists opened

fire in discriminately upon the hapless Pandits,

killing 24 people. Chuni Lal, who had been hit in

the thigh fell down and found himself in a pile of

dead bodies. As guns fell silent, the gunmen

came to check for any living. In a pool of blood,

Chuni Lal held his breath and feigned death.

Ramesh Koul, who lost his father, took great risk

to reach Zainapora police station at 1.00 AM. The

police cops told him they can go to Nadimarg

only after they receive orders from above.

Zainpora police party reached Nadimarg at 4 AM,

while senior officials and security forces'

commanders reached the carnage site only in the

morning. Even the chief minister was informed

by DGP only at 6.30 AM. In the carnage, the

whole family of Bansi Lal (59), his wife Bindri

(55), daughter Girja (35), daughter Princy (20)

and son Rakesh was wiped out. Suraj had gone

to sleep after celebrating his third birthday. His

grandfather Dwarka Nath had come on the

occasion with presents from Fatehpur village.

Dwarka Nath lost his both daughters and two

grandsons. Only a three month infant who had

been sleeping escaped the eyes of the killers.

There were 12 survivors, who managed to hide in

darkness.

A day after the massacre, it was a horrifying

scene in the village. Blood and body parts were

littered everywhere. At the carnage site, shoes,

blankets and lantern were scattered. A

correspondent of a leading English daily wrote,

"once a prosperous village, Nadimarg today

presented a look of war ravaged hamlet. The

difference was that instead of helmets of soldiers,

the boots and the caps of the innocent civilians

were scattered everywhere. The killers had

dumped the bodies on the spot as if they wanted

vultures to eat them. It was a scene that could

even send a cold-hearted person to a virtual

shock. A large row of bodies, wrapped in a

shroud, with blood making its way out of the thin

white coffin". The cremation was delayed by the

administration for the arrival of the chief minister.

But no politician or official of the administration

stayed back for cremation. As the bodies were

being lined up for funeral, on old Pandit who

could not walk, wept bitterly at the verandah of

his house and said, "I have not lost just my
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family. I feel my roots have ditched me. I will

never belong to Kashmir again".

"When I heard a knock, I

opened the door and saw some gunmen asking

us to come out for searches being conducted to

flush out the terrorists. They were wearing Army

uniforms and spoke Urdu and Kashmiri. Later

all of us were asked to assemble outside the

police post and the indiscriminate firing started.

When one of them said he (Chuni Lal) is still

alive I pretended to be dead and thus survived".

"We had approached

the Deputy Commissioner, Anantnag, on

Saturday (22 March) and told him that we had

some apprehensions and asked for security to

be strengthened. But he refused to listen."

“The security was insufficient.

They (the police) surrendered their weapons and

were nothing but lame ducks".

“The gunmen, dressed in army

uniforms were carrying torches and introduced

themselves as troops. They asked all the family

members to vacate their homes and assemble

near the Chinar tree in the main compound.

They slapped me twice and asked me to show

them other family members. We were only three

people putting up in the house at that time.

They took my wife outside and ordered her to

join other people in the compound. My son

smelt a rat and hid himself under the cot. I and

my wife were asked to join the other people.

But we gave them a slip and hid ourselves

behind the haystack. The armed men then

searched the whole house and broke open all

the cupboards. They also took away cash of Rs

1.7 lakhs and other costly items before fleeing

from the scene”.

“The gun men were speaking pure

Kashmiri. I heard one of them call a resident of

this village by name. They told us that they

were army men and had to search the houses.

They asked everybody to come out. I came out

with my husband and daughter. But when they

asked us to line up in front of the police picket, I

slipped away towards the bushes.

Within seconds, they started firing

indiscriminately. And when they (the gunmen)

left the village, I looked for my family. My

husband and daughter were lying dead but my

son Chandji had also escaped. He had hidden

inside the house".

"I was about to go to

sleep when there was a knock at the door. My

mother opened the door and there were three

men wearing army uniforms, helmets and

"bullet proof" vests. Two of them were bearded

and they asked everybody to come out. One of

them spoke in Kashmiri, which roused

suspicion and when my father tried to resist,

they dragged him out. Then they dragged out

my mother, sister and uncle. I heard the

commotion on the door and hid behind a tin

sheet upstairs. Within fifteen minutes I heard

gun shots and wails. They had left and reached

near the school (a few dozen metres away)

when they heard the cries of a child. I heard one

of them shout to others that there is some work

still to be done. Then I heard a gun shot. Later I

got to know it was two year old Monu”.

"We are in a dilemma that why

were our people killed so ruthlessly. We

requested the authorities several times that the

security was not adequate and demanded more

security, but they never heard us. Now, the

result is in front of us. Our families have been

Return of

Pandits is a national issue. Its use for partisan

ends can only be detrimental to their ultimate

return.

Chuni Lal (60) -

Deep, son of Chuni Lal -

Bhushan Lal -

Som Nath -

Phoola -

Mohan Lal Bhat (19) -

Sanjay Koul -

What do The Survivors Say
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eliminated.

We stayed back in 1990

after they (local Muslims) pleaded with us not

to go, assuring us that we would be safe. But

after this tragedy, they (local Muslims) want us

to leave because even they don't feel safe here

anymore".

"These

people (Rashtriya Rifles men) were just 3 km

away from here but took six hours to arrive after

the killers left. Now they want us to stay back.

How can we feel safe here? The government

has said that if migrate, no aid will be given. We

tell them we don't need you, we can take care

of ourselves"

"The President

strongly condemns the cowardly attack that left

24 innocent men, women and children dead in

Shopian in J&K on March 23. The attack

underscores the importance of the war on terror

and strengthens our resolve to work with friends

and allies to fight terrorism at home and

abroad".

"The U.S. condemns the ghastly murders

of innocent men, women and children at

Nadimarg village in J&K. The global war on

terrorism will not be won until such atrocities

end against all countries. We look forward to

the terrorists being brought swiftly to justice".

"These

killings underline the need for continued action

to eliminate the scourge of terrorism".

"The UN

Secretary General condemns in the strongest

possible terms as a cowardly act of terrorism

the massacre of 24 Kashmiri Hindus, including

women and children that took place near the

town of Shopian in Kashmir".

"France

condemns the attack which took place in J&K,

resulting in numerous civilian casualties and

conveys its condolences to the families of the

victims".

"The despicable

massacre...is a calculated attempt to provoke a

blood bath at a time when the world is

preoccupied with Iraq. The attacks came after

three months of relative peace, and were

deliberately brutal in order to goad the Indians

into retaliation. It was a crime against

Kashmir's Hindu minority and a shocking

reminder that Kashmir remains a flash-point in

the confrontation between the subcontinent's

two nuclear powers. The terrorists cannot be

allowed to provoke a return to nuclear

confrontation. Musharraf is a vital ally in US

efforts to deflect Muslim criticism of the war in

Iraq. But he must be held to his commitment to

end the fund arming and training of terrorists in

Kashmir. Pakistan's condemnation of the

massacre is prompt and welcome. It must be

backed with an unrelenting crackdown on those

who would shoot women and children in

Kashmir"

"Continued terrorism like

Sunday's attack threatens to provoke yet

another crisis in the coming months. We look to

Pakistan to do everything in its power to prevent

extremist groups operating from its soil from

crossing the LoC. Pakistan has taken steps to

curb infiltration but we are asking the

government to redouble its efforts. At the same

time, we will use our good offices to continue to

press both sides to take confidence building

steps that will lead to a process of engagement

addressing all issues that divide them (India and

Pakistan) including Kashmir".

Pran Nath Bhat (38)

Chand Kumar Bhat S/o Bansi Lal -

George Bush, U.S. President -

Robert Blackwell, U.S. Ambassador in New

Delhi -

Jack Straw, British Foreign Secretary -

Kofi Annan, UN Secretary General -

French Foreign Ministry Spokesman

The Times, London -

Christina Rocca, US Assistant Secretary of

State for South Asia -

“ -

Nadimarg Massacre - Global Reactions
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Nadimarg Massacre - Local Reactions

Governor G.C. Saxena -

Mufti Mohd Sayeed, Chief Minister, J&K -

Mr Ghulam Nabi Azad, State Congress Chief -

Mr L.K. Advani, Union Home Minister -

Mr Omar Abdullah, Former Minister of State

for External Affairs -

Mr M.Venkiah Naidu, BJP President

Prof. V.K. Malhotra senior BJP leader

Mr M.Y. Tarigami (CPM), MLA -

"It is a crime against

humanity and a barbaric act of ethnic-

cleansing".

"It is

aimed at derailing our peace process but we are

committed to go ahead. This is a barbaric act. I

cannot be acquitted in this but such incidents

have taken place in the past as well. Situation

has to be made conducive before the return of

Kashmiri Pandits to the Valley. If protected

people like us are not safe there, what can be

the fate of the common man".

"It was a security lapse as no proper security

arrangements had been made. An inquiry

should be ordered into the massacre. All the

guilty officials should be taken to task. The

government, run by PDP and the Congress, is

talking about rehabilitating Kashmiri Pandit

migrants but adequate security arrangements

are missing for those who chose to stay back in

the Valley for all these years".

"Such

acts which are perpetrated against one

particular community can only be seen as

ethnic-cleansing. Pakistan is not only

responsible for violence in J&K but even in other

parts of the country"

"The brutal massacre of 24

Kashmiri Pandits in Kashmir should be an eye-

opener for the Mufti Sayeed government in the

state to shelve its ill-conceived plan of bringing

the minority community back to the Valley. The

State government plans to rehabilitate them in

Mattan and Khirbhawani places thus leaving

them an easy prey for the terrorists. The Chief

Minister had neglected the security concerns of

the minority community. Our government could

have also brought them back. But we have to

see whether we are in a position to provide

them with cent percent security or not. While

healing touch policy of the State government is

well it had to see that it did not leave more deep

and painful wounds on the people of J&K".

- "These

incidents were the handiwork of Pakistan-

sponsored terrorism which are aimed at their

long established agenda of ethnic-cleansing of

the Kashmir valley of the heterogenous

population. The Congress-PDP government in

the state should immediately reassess the utility

of continuing with its soft policy on terrorism.

The situation in Kashmir requires a healing

touch. This healing touch must heal only the

victims of terror and not its perpetrators. In view

of the serious situation the PDP-Congress

Government will adequately respond in the

national interest and review its earlier decision

of disbanding the Special Operations Group

(SOG). The international community must

understand that Pakistan has not given up its

cross border terrorism and should become

aware of the evil designs of Islamabad and

condemn it outright".

"The

Centre must direct the State government under

Article 355 to take action against terrorism. If

killings continue in state like this, there is no

other alternative to imposition of Article 356 in

the state".

"There are no

two opinions that State government should

review security arrangements. The forces which

say that the Pandits had migrated to Jammu for

a picnic must see the realities. Even now some

voices would be raised to mislead the public

that the killings were executed by army".

-
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Mr Harshdev Singh, Education Minister -

Mr Muzaffar Hussain Beg, Finance Minister -

Mr Bal Thackeray, Shiv Sena Chief -

1. Wandhama Massacre:

2. Nadimarg Massacre:

3. Prankote Massacre: It

4. Chapnari Massacre 1998 Chapnari

massacre

5. Qasim Nagar Massacre

Wandhama in

Kashmiri means 'hot in winter' i.e. providing

comfort to its people. There is an interesting

story about how Wandhama came to be

inhabited by human population. In old days gone

by, it was a dense forest, full of thorny bushes

called by Kashmiris as Krahdazand. This attack

on humanity was carried by Islamic terrorist

organisations Lashkar-e-Taiba and Hizbul

Mujahideen. Terrorists struck on the intervening

night of January 25 and January 26 1998.

Eyewitness accounts said twenty five terrorists in

army dress swooped on the village at around 10

PM resorted to indiscriminate firing killing 15

Hindus.

Nadimarg, was a

picturesque village  located 1½ kms away from

Zainapore, the historic town founded by the

benevolent king, Zain-ul-Abdin, in the fifteenth

century. The Pandits had named the king as 'Bata

Shah', (protector of Pandits) because of the

protection he provided to them, after he called

them back from exile and hiding. In a brutal

display of savagery, the merchants of terror,

waging Jehadic war mowed down 24 Kashmiri

Hindus, including 11 women and two children.

Nadimarg, a village 7 kms from Bijbehara, the

home town of the State Chief Minister, Mufti

Mohammad Sayeed, showed to the whole world

how hollow were the claims of the State

Government that situation was ripe for the

journey back home.

was the beheading of

26 Hindus in the villages of Prankote and

Dakikote in Udhampur district (now in Reasi

district) of Jammu and Kashmir on 17 April

1998. The massacre led forced migration of

nearly 1,000 people to Reasi, Pouni Thanpal,

Chasana and other towns of the district.

: The

was a massacre of 25 Hindu villagers

in Chapnari (also called Champanari by some

sources) village in Doda district of Jammu &

Kashmir on 19 June 1998, by terrorists

belonging to Lashkar-e-Taiba and Hizbul

Mujahideen. he victims were accompanying two

marriage parties when they were attacked.

: On 13 July 2002,

around 8 pm, up to eight terrorists walked into

the Qasim Nagar slum on the outskirts of

Jammu Disguised as Hindu holy men. They then

threw three or four grenades before opening fire

with automatic weapons (AK-47s). Within

minutes 24 people, all Hindus were dead. Three

more died later in hospital and at least 30 were

injured, some critically. The dead included 13

women and a child. The gunmen escaped into

the thickly wooded hills nearby. The victims were

listening to the commentary of Indian-England

"No

civilised society can tolerate it How long we

depend on U.S. certificate of great restrain".

"Nadimarg carnage is a deep stab wound in the

chest of Kashmir psyche. The repeat of such

gruesome incidents will only reopen the old

wounds. I wonder how would be the next

bloody chapter of the state's bleeding history

scripted".

"The

attack on Kashmiri Pandits, recent spate of

blasts in Mumbai and the Akshardam incident

are examples of Islamic terrorism. We all have

to be together and not talk in terms of Marathi,

Gujarati or Bengali...but as Hindus. And we will

all have to fight Islamic terrorism. The country

is passing through a critical phase. We are like

orphans and we have no clear leader".

SUMMARY OF MASSACRES

Kashmiri Pandit Massacres
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cricket match. There was a power cut at that time

and many had gathered around a radio to listen

to cricket commentary being broadcast live from

Lord's Cricket Ground. Most of those killed were

very poor labourers who lived in makeshift sheds

fabricated from discarded apple crates. The dead

included two blind beggars, 13 women and one

child.

: Two separate attacks took

place that day in neighbouring areas. In the first

attack twenty two unarmed Hindu villagers,

mostly shepherds or their families, were lined up

and gunned down by terrorists in Thawa village in

Kulhand area of Doda district on the night of 30

April 2006. The victims included a 3-year-old girl.

1012 militants wearing army uniforms

perpetrated the massacre. The doctor who was

sent to do the post mortem examination suffered

a heart attack on seeing the bodies and was

admitted to the hospital.

The second attack in the neighbouring Lalon

Galla village in Basantgarh area of Udhampur

district, 35 Hindu shepherds kidnapped by

suspected terrorists were shot dead on the same

day.

: LeT terrorists killed at

least 32 people and injured around 60 in

Pahalgam, the base camp for Amarnath Yatris in

a mass shooting. Among the victims were 21

Hindu pilgrims, seven Muslim shopkeepers and

porters and three security officials. Many of those

killed were local Bakarwal Gurjar Muslim men

and porters hiring horses and services to ferry

pilgrims to the Amarnath shrine. Subsequently,

then Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee

visited Pahalgam and blamed the Lashkar-e-Taiba

for the deaths.

: On July 20, 2001, in the

month of Shraavana, 13 people were killed and

15 others injured in two explosions and firing by

Terrorists on a pilgrim night camp at Sheshnag

Lake near the Amarnath Temple shrine. In the

pre-dawn attack, terrorists penetrated layers of

security and exploded two Improvised Explosive

Devices. The casualties included eight Hindu

pilgrims, three Muslim civilians and two security

personnel.

: Five pilgrims from

Rajasthan were injured when Terrorists hurled a

grenade at their bus at Beehama in Ganderbal,

23 kilometres from Srinagar. No militant outfit

claimed responsibility for the attack.

On July 10, 2017, eight

Hindu pilgrims on the way from Amarnath

Temple were killed in an attack. The pilgrims

mostly belonged to the Indian state of Gujarat.

Seven were killed and at least 18 were injured in

the attack. Munir Khan, the then Inspector

General of Kashmir said that four Lashkar-e-Taiba

Terrorists were involved in the attack.

Refers to the

mass murder of 35 villagers of the Sikh faith that

was carried out on 20 March 2000 in the

Chittisinghpora (Chittisinghpura) village of

Anantnag district, Jammu and Kashmir,  on the

eve of President Bill Clinton's state visit to India.

The massacre was conducted by Pakistan-based

militant group Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT).

6. Doda Massacre

5. 2000 Mass Shooting

6. 2001 Massacre

7. 2006 Bus Attack

8. 2017 Terror Attack:

1. Chittisinghpura Sikh Massacre:

AMARNATH YATRA ATTACKS

ATTACK ON OTHER COMMUNITIES
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2. Kishtwar Massacre:

3. Kot Charwal Bakerwal Massacre:

4.Teli Katha Gujjar Massacre:

5.Doda Massacare

Killing of 17 Hindu

villagers in village Ladder near Kishtwar in Doda

District of Jammu and Kashmir by Lashkar-e-

Taiba Terrorists on 3 August 2000. According to

the police, a group of 10 Terrorists swooped on

the village and dragged 20 males belonging to

the Hindu community out of their houses. They

were taken to the adjacent rocky mountain belt

and shot. Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorist Mujib-ur-

Rahman was shot dead 3 days later. His logbook

had an entry dated 3 August, "The warriors of the

Lashkar-e-Toiba have killed 19 unbelievers.

It was the

killing of 15 Bakarwals in the village of

Chalwalkote by the Islamic Terrorists in Rajouri

district of Jammu and Kashmir on 9 February

2001. The Terrorists came at night and initially

asked the villagers to hand over the female

members of the village for satisfying their sexual

urges. When the villagers resisted this they were

attacked. The terrorists came then bolted the

house of Abdullah Remo and Bashir Abdullah.

Then they lobbed a grenade inside before setting

the house on fire.  Of the 15 charred bodies

which were recovered seven were of children, the

youngest one being only four years old.

It was the killing of

twelve Muslim Gujjars by Lashkar-e-Taiba Terrorists

on 26 June 2004 in the village of Teli Katha (also

called Tiali Katha by some sources) in Surankote

Tehsil in Poonch district of Jammu and Kashmir.

he murdered villagers included women, children,

and men who were members of the Village

Defense Committee, had been sleeping in their

dhok. They were fired upon indiscriminately. The

members of VDC returned fire forcing the

Terrorists to flee in 1015 minutes and thereby

saving many lives. The deceased include seven

members of the VDC and their five children. Ten

others including four women and three children

were injured. The killings were thought to be

revenge for the villagers co-operation with the

Indian army during Operation Sarp Vinash.

: Two separate attacks took

place that day in neighboring areas. In the first

attack twenty two unarmed Hindu villagers,

mostly shepherds or their families, were lined up

and gunned down by terrorists in Thawa village in

Kulhand area of Doda district on the night of 30

April 2006. The victims included a 3-year-old girl.

1012 Terrorists wearing army uniforms

perpetrated the massacre. The doctor who was

sent to do the post mortem examination suffered

a heart attack on seeing the bodies and was

admitted to the hospitalThe second attack in the

neighboring Lalon Galla village in Basantgarh

area of Udhampur district, 35 Hindu shepherds

kidnapped by suspected terrorists were shot dead

on the same day.

Apart from mass killings, Kashmiri Pandits were

been victims of targeted killings and

assassinations in attempt to create a fear

psychosis and thereby forcing them out of their

homeland. The report, 'Seven Exoduses And The

Ethnic Cleansing Of Kashmiri Hindus', research

think tank Centre for Integrated and Holistic

Studies (CIHS) has published a graphic list of

select documented cases of murder, rape, and

violence against the community in the Valley

from 1989 until 2003. Certain isolated incidents

of creating fear psychosis in Pundits is illustrated

ahead:-

CHRONOLOGY OF ETHNIC CLEANSING

OF KASHMIRI PANDITS
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Sr/No Date Terror Incidents

1. March 14, 1989
Prabhavati from Nawagari, Chadoora in Budgam district was killed at Hari

Singh High Street, Srinagar, J&K.

2. September 14, 1989
Renowned Kashmiri Pandit social activist and advocate PanditTika Lal

Taploo was shot dead in his house in HabbaKadal, Srinagar, J&K.

3. October 31, 1989

47-year-old Sheela Koul Tikoo, from Dalhasanyar, was shot in the chest and

head.

4. November 4, 1989
Justice (Retd) Neelkantha Ganjoo was shot at close range and killed at Hari

Singh Street market near High Court in Srinagar.

5. December 1, 1989

Ajay Kapoor, a resident of Maharaj Gunj, Srinagar, J&K, was shot and killed

by terrorists in full public view.

6. December 27, 1989
57-year-old advocate Prem Nath Bhatt of Anantnag was killed in full public

view.

7. January 15, 1990

ML Bhan, a govt employee from Khonmoh was killed. The same day, Baldev

Raj Dutta, an operator in Lal Chowk was kidnappedand his brutally tortured

body was found four days later, on January 19, 1990, at Nai Sarak, Srinagar.

8. January 25, 1990

Sqn leader Ravi Khanna and his colleagues were waiting at the Rawalpura bus

stand for an Indian Air Force bus to take them to the airport when a Maruti

Gypsy and a two-wheeler carrying four JKLF terrorists fired. Khanna and 13

other IAF men fell to the ground.

9. February 1, 1990
Krishen Gopal Berwa, a central govt employee, and Romesh Kumar Thussu, a

state govt employee of Trehgam were gunned down in full public view.

10. February 2, 1990

Satish Kumar Tickoo, a young Kashmiri Hindu (Pandit), was shot at point-

blank range by a group led by Farooq Ahmad Dar (alias Bitta Karate).

11. February 13, 1990

The director of Doordarshan, Lassa Kaul was murdered when one of his

colleagues allegedly leaked information about his movement. On the same

day, Rattan Lal of Rawalpora, working in MES was also killed.

12. February 16, 1990
Anil Bhan was killed by Farook Ahmed Dar, aka Bitta Karate, who’s

responsible for killing thirty-four Kashmiri Pandits.

13. February 23, 1990

Ashok Kazi was accosted, harassed, and shot in the knees, kicked into the

drain, and urinated upon. As he waited for his agonising death, a few more

shots were fired to kill him.

14. February 27, 1990
Naveen Sapru was shot near the Habba Kadal bridget in full public view.

15. March 1, 1990

PN Handoo of the information department was killed, and Tej Kishen of

Badgam was hanged to death by Islamist terrorists.

16. March 18, 1990
RN Handoo, the personal assistant to the Governor, was killed outside the

gate of his house at Narsinghgarh, Srinagar.

17. March 19, 1990
BK Ganju was killed when his neighbour revealed his hideout to the terrorists.

18. March 20, 1990
AK Raina, deputy director of Food and Supplies, was murdered in Srinagar .

19. April 10, 1990
HL Khera, the GM of HMT was shot dead by terrorists in Srinagar

20. April 19, 1990
Sarla Bhat was gang-raped by several Muslims, stripped naked, and murdered

brazenly. Her body was thrown on the roadside in full public view.
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21. April 24, 1990

45-year-old Bansi Lal Sapru of Gulab Bagh was shot and killed from a close

range.

22. April 24, 1990
Ravinder Kumar Pandita of Mattan, Anantnag, was shot dead at close range

on his way back home. His killers danced over his body in glee.

23. April 27, 1990

Brij Nath Shah was kidnapped from his home in Sadhu Ganga, Kupwara. He

was found dead two days later. He was tortured, and his lips were stitched

shut.

24. April 30, 1990

Sarwanand Koul `’Premi’ and his son, Virender Koul, were abducted from

their home, and two days later, their bodies were found hanging, with their

limbs broken, hairs uprooted, and portions of their skin slit open and burnt.

25. May 1990

Shyam Lal of Chiragam, Anantnag had his hands and feet chopped off and

skull battered after being kidnapped. His remains were stuffed into a sack and

deposited on the threshold of his house.

26. May 2, 1990

Professor KL Ganju had six bullets pumped into his body. His corpse was kept

in the local mosque for the night and then thrown into theriver. According to

one of the assassins who was arrested later, Mrs Ganju, too, was ruthlessly

killed and her corpse was tied with a stone and thrown into the Jhelum.

27. May 2, 1990

23-year-old Surinder Kumar Raina, son of Jia Lal Raina, working as a

liftman in the SKIMS, Soura, was kidnapped in front of cheering and dancing

onlookers and then killed on Ali Jan Road.

28. May 13, 1990

27-year-old Ashok Kumar, son of Bhasker Nath, from Pulwama was

kidnapped and later shot by Hizbul Mujahideen terrorists. On the same day,

Veer Ji Bhat, son of DN Bhat, a junior engineer in the state irrigation

department posted at Shopian, was sprayed with bullets.

29. May 16, 1990
Bushan Lal Koul, resident of Amnoo village, was kidnapped by Hizbul

Mujahideen terrorists and strangled with a steel wire.

30. May 18, 1990

Twenty -seven-year-old Manmohan Bachloo, son of Janki Nath Bachloo, of

Qazihama, Baramulla, an assistant in the postal department of Karnah, had

come home on holiday. A childhood friend asked him out for tea and led him

to a shop where his other accomplices shot him at point-blank range.

31. May 19, 1990

Dilip Kumar, son of Mohan Lal, hailing from Mujamarag, Shopian, was

dragged out of his home by Muslim terrorists. Dilip’s teeth were hammered

out, and twelve bullets pumped into him. His body was hanged from a tree

with a letter pinned on his chest, daring anyone to lift it and get a prize of

one lakh.

32. May 27, 1990

Prem Nath of Uttarsu in Anantnag district was kidnapped and subsequently

impaled by being nailed on the chest and feet.

33. June 4, 1990

GirijaTickoo in Bandipora was abducted and blindfolded. Then four men took

turns raping her. Finally, when she identified one of them by his voice, the

men fearing identification took her to a wood processing unit and

mechanically sawed her alive. Sometime later, almost a similar fate fell on

Kumari Babli and her mother Roopwati of Pulwama.

35. June 1990

Ashwani Kumar, injured by terrorists’ bullets, was refused a vehicle to

transport to the hospital. When he was finally rushed to the hospital, the

doctors refused to treat him, and he succumbed to his injuries.
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36. June 22, 1990

Balkrishen Tutoo of Habba Kadal, Srinagar, an officer in the agriculture

department, was critically wounded by terrorists. On the same day, 52-year-

old Makhan Lal Raina, a medical resident posted at a dispensary at Khan

Sahib in Badgam district, hailing from Kharyar, Srinagar, was picked up from

his dispensary, tortured, and finally shot dead. His body was said to have been

chopped into pieces. The mutilated body was eventually recovered from

Dardpora in Badgam.

37. June 24, 1990

25-year-old Ashwani Garyali, son of Shambu Nath Garyali from Chhatabal,

Srinagar, was shot by five masked terrorists after they labeled him an

informer.

38. June 30, 1990
59-year-old Raj Nath Dhar, son of Dina Nath Dhar, from Qutub-Ud-din Pora,

Alikadal, Srinagar, was shot at and killed.

39. July 7, 1990

Gopi Nath Raina, shot dead in his shop by Hizbul Mujahideen terrorists. On

the same day, Dina Nath Mujoo, a 70-year-old theosophist who contributed

immensely towards educating the Muslim youth of Fateh Kadal, was stabbed

ruthlessly by terrorists who barged into his house in the dead of night and

decapitated him.

40. July 15, 1990

Shiban Kishen Koul, son of Radha Krishen Koul of Ashmuji, Kulgam,

Anantnag, was slaughtered by his close neighbours. His father was

slaughtered the next day, July 16, 1990, in the same manner.

41. July 26, 1990

Sixty-one-year-old former serviceman Autar Singh, son of Fateh Singh, of

Saimnoo in Kulgam district of Kashmir, working with Hindustan Petroleum in

Pulwama, was labelled an informer and shot dead by armed Islamic terrorists.

42. August 13, 1990
Babli Raina of Sopore, a teacher by profession, was gang-raped in her house

in the presence of her family members.

43. August 17, 1990

Chand Ji Kher, the teenage son of Dina Nath Kher, and a resident of Vessu,

Anantnag, was killed after he went out of his house on being called by his

Muslim friends.

44. October 6, 1990

Professor DP Khazanchi, son of Damodar Khazanchi of Kani Kadal, had three

bullets pumped into him, killing him on the spot. On the same day, Zinda Lal

Pandita, son of Prakash Ram Pandita of Bagatpora, Handwara, was kidnapped

from his residence and strangled with a steel wire in a nearby orchard by JKLF

assassins.

45. October 7, 1990

Jagan Nath Pandita, son of Ganesh Nath Pandita of Bagatpora, Handwara,

was kidnapped from his house and taken to his orchard, where he was

strangled with a steel wire. His killing occurred during the intervening night of

October 7-8, 1990.

46. October 12, 1990

47-year-old Pushker Nath Razdan, son of Tika Lal Razdan, a resident of

Khonmuha, in Pulwama district, was killed by Hizbul Mujahideen terrorists

who barged into his house and shot him at night.

47. October 15, 1990

Maheshwar Nath Bhat, son of Zana Bhat of HazuriBagh, Srinagar, was killed

when armed terrorists barged into his house seeking his son-in-law who had

hid in the house.
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48. January 2, 1991

Omkar Nath Wali, son of Parmanand Wali from Chak-i-Rajwati, Vessu in

Anantnag district, was an assistant sub-inspector of police, posted at district

police lines, Anantnag. He was kidnapped and shot dead by his colleagues in

the police department

49. June 16, 1991

RajinderTickoo from Batpora, Shopian, who worked in the accounts

department of Shopian Hospital accounts, was shotwith four bullets. His

disconsolate father himself cremated his body as no priest was available.

50. June 1991

Brij Lal Kaul and his wife Chhoti from village Harman, Shopian, were tied

behind a jeep and dragged and then shot dead. Their mangled bodies were

recovered some 10 kilometres away from Harman.

51. August 8, 1991

Asha Koul was abducted from Achabal, Anantnag, and taken to an

abandoned house of a Kashmiri Pandit in Srinagar where she was gang-raped

for many days and then tortured to death. Her body was found later in a

decomposed state in that very house on August 26, 1991.

52. August 26, 1991
22-year-old Surinder Kumar Koul of Batagund, Handwara, was kidnapped by

his friends, tortured, and shot to death at Langate in Kashmir.

53. October 18, 1991

Kanya Lal Peshin, son of Kanth Ram Peshin of Pazalpora, Bandipora, a poor

farmer who barely managed to survive on his measly income, was kidnapped

from his house at 9 pm and taken three kilometresaway from his village

where he was subjected to torture. Pins were driven into his nails and, finally, a

metre-long piece of cloth was stuffed into his mouth to stifle him to death. His

body was later found at Ajar, Bandipora.

54. March 31, 1992
Bimla Braroo of Nai Sarak, Srinagar, and her daughter, Archana were raped in

the presence of her husband, Sohan Lal, before all three were killed.

55. March 21-22, 1997

Seven Kashmiri Hindus (Pandits) were massacred during the night at

Sangrampora village in Budgam. The terrorists dragged them out of their

houses and gunned them down.

56. January 25, 1998
Twenty -three Kashmiri Pandits were shot in cold blood in Wandhama Village,

including women and children.

57. March 24, 2003

Twenty -four Kashmiri Pandits, including infants, were shot dead in Nadimarg

Village.

GRAB OF PANDIT LAND BY TERROR

ORGANISERS

The forced exodus of the Pandits from Kashmir.

Even today, those of us who lived through it

struggle to full deal with the pain of our brothers

leaving the Valley. In the years that followed, all of

us watched a parallel phenomenon. Jamaat e

Islami and Hizbul Mujahideen established

themselves as the biggest beneficiaries of the exit

of Pandits from Kashmir. They grabbed and

occupied plush houses and prime lands

belonging to the Pandits. All this happened in a

planned and organized manner. The exodus of

the Pandits happened more than 30 years ago.

All over Kashmir, there were Pandit houses,

Pandit orchards, and also agricultural land. The

maximum number of buyers of Pandit property
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are those who were directly or indirectly

associated with Terrorism. Either they themselves

or their close relatives were connected with the

conflict. The forced exodus of the Pandits was a

convenient strategy for Jamaat e Islami and its

militant arm Hizbul Mujahideen to grab the land

and property belonging to the Pandits. The land

grabbing was done in a crafty way.

This was the rare case in

history where property exchanged hands

not at the price fixed by the seller. The

property was sold at the price fixed by

the buyer. This happened because in an

overwhelming majority of cases, the

Pandits did not have any choice

regarding their property. Distress sale of

Pandit properties was happening all over

Kashmir. They knew that if they do not sell their

properties, it would be grabbed sooner or later,

and they would get nothing for it. The common

Kashmiris had no option but to watch this

tamasha. They were  and they continue to be

helpless before the Terrorists. JeI and HM

members remained busy buying assets of the

Pandits and building properties for their children.

Those heading the erstwhile state governments

remained mute spectators to the gun power

wielded by the Terrorists and the close

collaboration of JeI and HM in this loot. During

those years, JeI and HM were the real power

centers in Kashmir. They ran parallel sarkar in the

state and wielded more power than the ministers

or bureaucrats.

The property left behind by the Pandits was used

by the Terrorists to collect money. It was done in

this way. Agricultural land belonging to Pandits

was allotted to neighboring farmers on the

understanding of half share in produce and

profit. For example, one Kanal of land was given

to someone and it produced two quintals of rice.

Out of this, one quintal was the share of the

militant who may have been from the same

village or outside. The forced exodus of the

Pandits was a convenient strategy for Jamaat e

Islami and its militant arm Hizbul Mujahideen to

grab the land and property belonging to the

vii

JeI and HM declared in 1990 that the property

of the Pandits would be regarded as Bait-ul-

Maal (Common property for Islamic welfare)

after the freedom of Kashmir. JeI and the

Terrorists decreed that because this was Bait-

ul-Maal, no one was allowed to purchase any

type of property from Kashmiri Pandits. This

turned out to be a big hoax. Declaring Pandit

land and property as Bait-ul-Maal was part of

the plan of JeI and HM for land grabbing. In

the years that followed, the local units of

Hizbul Mujahideen ordered that if anyone

wanted to purchase Pandit property, he would

have to seek the permission of the local HM

commanders beforehand. For the Kashmiris

who were associated directly or indirectly with

Jamaat e Islmai or Hizbul Mujahideen, it was

very easy to seek the permission of the

militant commanders to buy Pandit property.

Ultimately, the plan implemented and followed

was that the ownership of this property should

be restricted only to the members

and sympathizers of HM and JeI.

The Buyer Determined The Price - A

Rare Case:



KASHMIR RIGHTS FORUM | MONTHLY THEME OCTOBER 2021 PAGE 24|

Pandits. The land grabbing was done in a crafty

way. Declaring Pandit land and property as Bait-

ul-Maal was part of the plan of JeI and HM for

land grabbing. In the years that followed, the

local units of Hizbul Mujahideen ordered that if

anyone wanted to purchase Pandit property, he

would have to seek the permission of the local

HM commanders beforehand. JeI and HM

members remained busy buying assets of the

Pandits and building properties for their children.

Those heading the erstwhile state governments

remained mute spectators to the gun power

wielded by the Terrorists and the close

collaboration of JeI and HM in this loot.

In Kupwara, North Kashmir, there was a Pandit

village named Gund Gushi near Bohipora. This

was a village of affluent Pandits. They owned

highly fertile land in prime locations. The land-

grab modus operandi of JeI and HM was

implemented here in toto. All the land belonging

to the Pandits was grabbed by influential persons

in Jamaat e Islami and Hizbul Mujahideen. The

militant commanders of Bohipora carried out a

well-thought-out plan so that Pandits were

compelled to sell their land and other assets for

meager amounts. Gund Gushi was a classic

example of how Pandits were driven out so that

Jamaat e Islami and HM could grab their

properties. Bumai was a village of rich Pandits

about 10 kms from Sopore, the sub-district

headquarter. After the Pandits fled in 1990, the

maximum property in this village was purchased

by people who paid a good amount of money to

JeI and Syed Ali Geelani. Sopore was Geelani's

stronghold. In Bumai and other areas in and

around Sopore, it was mandatory to get a letter

from Peer Sahab (Syed Ali Geelani) and then

move to Jammu for the registration of the

property.

It seems to that in the early years of Terrorism,

some functionaries of the state government were

biased in favor of the Terrorists. These officers

used the community land belonging to the

Pandits for the construction of buildings that

benefited the Muslim population. Like Ahl-e-

Islam, the religious land of Muslims, the religious

land of Pandits is Ahl-e-Hanood. In Vilgam in

Kupwara, the food store was constructed by the

district administration on Ahl-e-Hanood land

without the permission of the Pandit community.

There are ruins of a temple at a distance of about

10 meters from the food store. I remember that

when I was a child, Pandits used to visit this

temple for prayers. In the years after their exodus,

it fell into neglect and the structure deteriorated.

All of us in Vilgam knew that this is Ahl-e-Hanood

land. We Kashmiris have always prided ourselves

on our justice and fairness towards all. Where did

this justice and fairness go when officers of the

district administration constructed the food store

on this land? If they did not want to renovate the

temple structure, at least they should have

protected the land and constructed a fence

around it to show some respect towards Pandit

sentiment and property. Instead, they encroached

upon the area with a government structure. This

also places a question mark over the role of the

Kashmir civil society in bridging the gap between

these two Kashmiri communities. The Ahle-

Hanood land is situated at a distance of about

200 meters from the office of the Tehsildar, and

at the distance of about 15 meters from the Sub-

District Hospital of Vilgam where more than 100

patients visit daily to attend OPD. All patients are

locals who know that this land belongs to the

Pandits. They know there was a temple here

where the Pandits offered prayers daily. Why did

they not stop the district administration from

constructing a food store here?

Dugger Bhat was a village of

Pandits near Vilgam. There used to be 45 houses

Closely Associated with Terrorism Could

Purchase Land:
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of Pandits in this village. All the houses were well-

furnished. The Pandits who lived here  were

called as Dugger Bhats. When they left the village

fearing for their lives, they could take only the

bare essentials. The houses and all the

furnishings were left as such. The Pandits had

thought that they would return soon Where are

those houses now? Everything of value inside

them was looted, and the houses were

dismantled by anti-social elements. The beautiful

Dugger Bhat was occupied by those who had

close links with Jamaat e Islami and Hizbul

Mujahideen. As was the practice in other areas,

only those people could purchase Pandit

property, who got the approval from the JeI

leaders. In Dugger Bhat especially, the purchase

of land was restricted to those whose kith and kin

were associated with Terrorism. One Ghulam

Rasool Malik purchased 10 kanals of land from a

Pandit. Malik was an active militant and the

Jamaat Rukan of the area. Sonullah Mir

purchased 15 kanals in Dugger Bhat. His won

was a top commander of Al Baraq, a militant

outfit. Asadullah Tantray purchased five kanals

here. He is a senior leader of JeI. Ali Bhat

purchased 12 kanals. His two sons were active

Terrorists. Sideeq wani purchased 5 kanals in

Dugger Bhat. One of his sons was a militant.

Gulam Hassan Bhat purchased 12 kanals. His

brother was a militant. Abdul Rashid Mir

purchased 17 kanals of land in Dugger Bhat. His

two brothers were terrorists. Ghulam Rasool

Khan purchased 7 kanals here. He himself was a

terrorist.

Initially in the year 1990, the state Government of

J&K, after registering migrant families, provided

cash relief of Rs. 250 per head per family and

free ration, which has been enhanced from time

to time. At present, the cash relief has been

enhanced to Rs.2500 per head per month

(Maximum of Rs.10,000 per family per month) to

eligible families living in Jammu. Expenditure

incurred by the Govt of Jammu and Kashmir in

this respect is reimbursed by the Ministry of

Home Affairs under Security Related Expenditure

(Return & Rehabilitation) - STE (R&R). An

.

GOVT ATTEMPTS TO REHABILITATE

PANDITS
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assistance of approx. Rs. 1,599.18

Crore has been provided to the

Government of Jammu and

Kashmir by the Central

Government in this respect under

SRE (R&R) since 1989-90.

Under Prime Minister's package -

2004, 5242 Two Room Tenements

(TRTs) had been constructed in

Jammu at four locations (Purkhoo,

Nagrota and Jagti) and had been

alloted to the migrants. Further,

200 flats had been allotted to the

migrants on sharing basis, who had joined the

State Government service under employment

component of Prime Minister's Package 2008.

Out of these 200 flats, 31 have also been allotted

to the local migrants who migrated from their

native places within the Kashmir Valley.

In 2015, under the Prime Minister's Development

Package, announced by the Prime Minister on

7th November, 2015, the Government of India

had approved creation of 3,000 additional State

Government jobs for the Kashmiri migrants at a

cost of Rs. 1,080 crore and construction of 6,000

Transit Accommodations in the Kashmir Valley at

a cost of Rs. 920 crore. This is in addition to

3,000 State Government jobs, construction of

725 Transit Accommodations sanctioned earlier,

besides financial assistance for construction of

houses for the migrants and 5,242 two room

tenements constructed in Jammu (Purkhoo,

Muthi, Nagrota and Jagti) and 200 flats

constructed at Sheikhpora in Budgam district for

the migrants.

The Government of India reimburses monthly

cash relief to the Kashmiri migrants, which was

enhanced in May, 2015 from Rs. 6,600/- to Rs

10,000/- per family. Further, in June, 2018, the

cash relief has been enhanced from Rs. 10,000/-

to Rs. 13,000/- per family. Besides, the

Government of India also reimburses the monthly

cash relief to the Kashmiri migrants settled in

Delhi/NCR. This was stated by the Minister of

State for Home Affairs, Shri G.Kishan Reddy in a

written reply to question in the Lok sabha.

Present number of registered Kashmiri migrant

families is about 62,000. About 40,668 registered

Kashmiri migrant families are residing in Jammu;

about 19,338 registered Kashmiri migrant

families are living in Delhi and about 2,000

families are settled in other states. In the year

2008, the Government announced a

Comprehensive Package amounting to Rs.

1,618.40 Crore for the return and rehabilitation

of the Kashmiri Migrants, which provides for

many facilities for the migrants e.g. financial

assistance for purchase/construction/ repair of

houses, construction of transit accommodation,

continuation of cash relief, scholarship to

students, employment/self-employment,

assistance to the agriculturists and the

horticulturist and waiver of interest on unpaid

loan etc.

In 2021, the Jammu and Kashmir administration

restored land belonging to 610 pandit migrants

in the past five years. Under the Jammu and

Kashmir Migrant Immovable Property

(Preservation, Protection and Restraint on

Distress Sales) Act, 1997, district magistrates
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(DMs) of concerned districts in Jammu and

Kashmir are the legal custodians of the

immovable properties of migrants. The DMs are

further empowered to take all steps to preserve

and protect such properties. The Government of

Jammu and Kashmir had launched a portal on 7

September 2021 to address the grievances of

Kashmiri migrants related to immovable

properties and community assets. To bring back

the migrated Kashmiri Pandits, the government

had sanctioned the construction of 6,000 transit

accommodations in Kashmir Valley at an

estimated cost of Rs 920 crore to provide

accommodation to employed Kashmiri migrants.

Hearts get shattered after witnessing the

dastardly killings by The Resistance Force (TRF)

alias LeT in Kashmir, including those of chemist

Makhan Lal Bindroo, principal Supinder Kaur and

a Kashmiri Pandit, Deepak Chand, who had

returned from Jammu to his ancestral house,

plus thousands of others since 1947. Sadly, the

land of Sufi saints and sadhus alike, Syed Bulbul

Shah, Mir Sayyed Hamdani, Nund Rishi

(Nooruddin Wali), Utpaladeva, Bhagwan

Gopinath, Lal Ded, Rupa Bhawani, Habba

Khatoon and many others has become a

hellhole. The central government's quest for

resettling Kashmiri Hindus back in the valley is as

old as the community's exile. Successive

governments have tried to do their bit, given that

the inconvenient fact of the violent displacement

of half a million people raises fundamental

questions on the very claim that India makes over

Kashmir. After all, if the state cannot guarantee

its peaceful citizens in a particular territory the

fundamental right to life, how can it claim control

over it?

Nearly 3,800 Kashmiri migrants have returned to

Kashmir since the 1990s and 520 have returned

since the abrogation of Article 370 to take up

jobs under the Prime Minister's package. The

government also is expecting 2,000 more

migrants to return this year. It provided this

information in response to a question on

Kashmiri Pandits. “Special jobs for the Kashmiri

migrant youth under the PM package has been

an important component for the rehabilitation of

kashmiri migrants.

In order to provide accommodation to the 6,000

Kashmiri migrants who are getting jobs in the

Jammu and Kashmir administration in the Valley,

6,000 transit accommodation units are being

constructed in various districts at an estimated

cost of Rs 920 crore. “So far, 1,025 dwelling

units have already been constructed which

include 721 dwelling units in the district of

Budgam, Kulgam, Kupwara, Anantnag and
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Pulwama. Another 1,488 units are under

construction and land has been identified for

about 2444 units,” . In order to

encourage rehabilitation of Kashmir migrants in

the Valley, the government has announced other

incentives in order to help such families.

In all this ingenuity, the one question that

remained unanswered is whether the conditions

that had led to the exile in the first place has

improved or deteriorated. Now, as the religious

fundamentalism behind the violence was being

denied, the government has stated that the root

causes of the Kashmir problem were being

addressed by engaging in dialogue with the

'separatists'. Further, a narrative is being

promoted that Kashmiri Hindus have no

leadership with whom the government can

engage in any dialogue. The fact was that none

of the major organizations representing Kashmiri

Hindus agreed to the government's proposal of

sending them back as scapegoats and therefore,

the dialogue broke down even before it began.
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None of these attempts at rehabilitation could

ever compensate for 30 years of life in exile as

refugee, and younger generation has no

memories of ancestral lands and culture. What

they have is only scary stories. Therefore it

remains to be seen how the Kashmiri society

which failed to protect its own, is able to

reintegrate them hithertofore. The recent

incidents of minority killings cause a dark

shadow over the strength of our society to

thrive or even survive to atrocities by the

extremists and separatists under the Pakistani

handlers.
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