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PREFACE

KASHMIRI PANDITS - A PART OF

KASHMIRI SOCIETY AND KASHMIRIYAT

The exodus of the Kashmiri Pandits (KPs) from

the valley will forever remain a tragic scar in the

history of secular India. The atrocities committed

against Kashmiri Hindus and their forced exodus

from the Valley coinciding with the rise of

Terrorism in the 1990s remains a biggest blot on

the much revered KASHMIRIYAT. The future

release of the film ’The Kashmir Files’ is likely to

put the issue on the front burner. However, even

in this day and age of easy and instant access to

knowledge and information, what the average

citizen does not know is that this wasn’t the first

time in history that the Kashmiri Pandits were

driven out of their homeland. Astonishingly and

more so tragically, this was the seventh instance

of exodus of the KPs fleeing persecution in the

valley at the hands of religious zealots. Even if it’s

cruel, history does seem to repeat itself.  There

have been multiple narratives and counter

narratives as to why the situation deteriorated so

quickly that this peaceful and relatively

prosperous community was forced to abandon

their homes and flee for safety. What is

abundantly clear that a myriad factors like

Pakistan’s desire to wrench the state from Indian

control through its tacit support to its

fundamentalist proxies, the failure of the state

and central government to bring the situation

under control and the Jammat-e-Islami

sponsored Madrasas and Moulvis who incited and

provoked the masses to commit unspeakable

atrocities against their neighbors for centuries all

led to the unfolding of this tragedy.

The unexpected speed with which anti-India and

anti-Kashmiri Hindu designs, the seeds of which

had been sown over the years, began to unfold

themselves was the most terrifying thing about it.

The madrasas financed and run by the Jamaat-e-

Islami had poisoned the mind of the younger

generation with Islamic fundamentalism under

dictation from theocratic Pakistan. The Jamaat-e-

Islami activists had crept into the services at a

large scale. They had found their way even into

the top rung of the State machinery and

influenced and won the members of the

bureaucracy that crossed over to their side. So

for all practical purposes the State bureaucracy

was hand in glove with pro-Pak elements and

forces that had sinister plans.

(also spelled as ) is the

centuries-old indigenous tradition of communal

harmony and religious syncretism in the Kashmir

Valley. Emerging around the 16th century, it is

characterised by religious and cultural harmony,

patriotism and pride for their mountainous

homeland of Kashmir. Kashmiriyat exemplifies

the joint Hindu-Muslim culture, festivals,

language, cuisine and clothing in the Kashmir

Valley. In the spirit of Kashmiriyat, festivals of

Hinduism and Islam are celebrated by adherents

of both faiths. Kashmiriyat, with the Hindu-

Muslim unity it encourages, was promoted by

Kashmiri sultan Zain-ul-Abidin; the story of the

Kashmiri mystic Lal Ded (also called Lalleshwari),

in which her body turned into a mound of flowers

that was buried by both Hindus and Muslims,

Kashmiriyat Kashmiriat
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serves as an emblem of Kashmiriyat that keeps it
alive today.

Kashmir's existence is characterized by its insular
Himalayan geography, harsh winter climate and
isolation in economic and political terms. The
region has also seen political turmoil and foreign
invasions. is believed to be an
expression of solidarity, resilience and patriotism
regardless of religious differences. It is believed to
embody an ethos of harmony and a
determination of survival of the people and their
heritage. To many Kashmiris,
demanded religious and social harmony and
brotherhood. It has been strongly influenced by
Kashmir Shaivism, Buddhism and Sufism,
carrying a long-standing conviction that any and
every religion will lead to the same divine goal.

Kashmir was also influenced by the Mughal
emperor Akbar's genesis of a syncretic
philosophy of , which emphasized the
blending of Hindu and Muslim ideals and values.
Works in the Kashmiri language, art, culture and
literature strongly expound and emphasize

as a way of life. However, the impact
and importance of has been
concentrated in the Kashmir Valley only, which is
the real historical Kashmir. The farther regions of
Gilgit, Baltistan, Jammu and Ladakh have not
been influenced by this philosophy, as these
regions are not Kashmiri in terms of culture,
language or ethnicity.

The Hindus and Muslims had been living in the
valley for hundreds of years with peace and amity.
Kashmir has also been a land of Sun worship
with shrines such as Martand Sun Temple
established by Lalitaditya Muktapida. Sun
worship is believed to have been brought into
Kashmir by Kushan kings from Iran. Lalitaditya's
predecessor, Ranaditya, is said to have built the

first sun temple. Wanvun singing is an integral
part of Kashmiri Pandit religious ceremonies, and
these signs signify that the Kashmiri Pandits are
an part of Kashmir. The main inhabitants of the
Kashmir valley are Kashmiri Muslims and Hindus

(called as Pandits) , sharing of a common
culture. This common culture and their peaceful
coexistence have been used to describe
Kashmiriyat. The main tenet of Kashmiriyat is the
network of socio-cultural and historical ties that
bind all Kashmiris regardless of religion, into an
independent social collective. While Kashmiri
Muslims and Kashmiri Hindus (Pandits) follow
different religions, they share many cultural
practices that are a fusion of the elements of the

irrespective religious practices as well as the
uniquely Kashmiri devotional and philosophical
norms.

Communal harmony has been a strong social
norm in Kashmir society. Social harmony and
close association between two communities has
been regarded as one of the indicators of
Kashmiriyat. The local traditions in terms of
language, food habits and dress are similar.

Kashmiriyat

Kashmiriyat

Din-i-Illahi

Kashmiriyat
Kashmiriyat
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