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The Kashmir Rights Forum (KRF) is an informal, secular, apolitical and forward looking interactive platform
highlighting human rights violations perpetuated against innocent Kashmiri population by terrorists either directly
supported by separatists and their over ground workers or indirectly by sympathizers over last three decades as a
result of proxy war initiated by Pakistan on our homeland.
KRF is dexterous, focused forum with overarching mission to mobilize expertise and public opinion to counter
the organized attempt to violate human rights of common innocent Kashmiris of all generations by the nexus and
tarnishing the image of government and security forces by certain section of media, intelligentsia and conflict
entrepreneurs by flaring up allegations of human rights violations on them, thus diverting attention from the real
perpetrators of these violations.
We, at KRF encourage response by likeminded or otherwise, people and organizations, on documents,
articles & video content produced on multiple social media platforms by us to apprise all citizens of such violations.
KRF will endeavor to expose the designs of the perpetrators by studying the past and present and producing the
facts for public scrutiny as part of our research and highlight such events in present, earliest on occurrence.
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PREFACE

Hartal
Hartal is a term derived from Gujarati dialect

been hurting the common people of Kashmir do

signifying the closing down of shops and

make a valid point. But the question is: Will the

warehouses with the goal of satisfying a demand.

out-on-the-limb and unscrupulous separatists, who

Mahatma Gandhi, who hailed from Gujarat, used

have been surviving and thriving on the blood and

the term to refer to his pro-independence general

sweat of the poor, will pay any heed to such

strikes which were largely non-violent thereby,

counsels? This is the question only they can

effectively institutionalizing the term.

answer.

In India, the growth of modern nationalism is

History bears witness to the fact that whenever any

intimately connected to the anti-colonial movement

dispute occurs, and wherever a disturbed political

in the form of Hartals and Bandhs. The sense of

exercise, complemented by violence is found, its

being oppressed under colonialised British rule

the common man who has to pay the cost of

provided a shared bond that tied many different

conflict. The absence of sustainable peace, and

groups and communities together. Hartals during

presence of subsequent shutdowns, curfews and a

the pre-independent era were in the form of mass

civil strife that follows, does not only result in the

protest, involving a total shutdown of workplaces,

loss of human lives, but also makes the society

offices, shops, and courts of law. It was then being

economically weak. Over the last twenty-five years,

legislated as a tool against the oppressors as the

protracted cycles of unrest, terrorism, proxy war

resources were being denied to the common man.

and heightened animosity between India and

However, in the present day Kashmir, the actual

Pakistan, have propelled the decline of sustainable

essence of Hartals has been lost sight of.

development in the region of South Asia. In the

Even the supporters of anti-India movement in
Kashmir have started opposing the politics of hartal
being indulged in by separatist leadership in the
Valley. Courtesy the hartals in Kashmir which have
become a common affair, it is only the Kashmiri
who is deprived of a normal day's routine. 'Who are
we punishing here and how does India get affected
if we boycott economic activity and work'. Those
who oppose the politics of hartal saying it has failed
to help the separatists' cause and that it has only

Valley of Kashmir, Hartals, (Shutdowns/Bandhs)
have been advertised as a form of resistance, yet
thirty years down the line, no alternate course has
been developed by Separatists, in order to
politically and peacefully pursue their, debatable,
ideologies. On the contrary, Hartals have been
made a much clichéd response to each situation
irrespective of the contemplation of the magnitude
of the damage it brings in the social and economic
life of the people of Jammu & Kashmir.
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EFFECT OF HARTALS/ BANDHS
ON KASHMIR’S ECONOMY

Hartals in Kashmir are basic cause for social, political and economic instability in Kashmir

Introduction

resistance, yet thirty years down the line, no

History bears witness to the fact that whenever any

Separatists. On the contrary, Hartals have been

dispute occurs, and wherever a disturbed political

made a much clichéd response to each situation

exercise complemented by violence is found, its

irrespective of the consequential damage it brings

the common man who has to pay the cost of

in the social and economic life of the people of

conflict. The absence of sustainable peace, and the

Jammu & Kashmir. The frequent shutdowns have

presence of subsequent shutdowns, curfews and

played a major role in depriving the society with

civil strife that follows, does not only result in the

viable growth over the last three decades. Because

loss of human lives but also makes the society

of violent repercussions, people unwillingly and

economically weak. Over the last twenty-five years,

forcibly seem to have accepted this response

protracted cycles of unrest, terrorism, proxy war

without having the space to question whether it is a

and heightened animosity between India and

path that leads them to propagated objectives or a

Pakistan, have propelled the decline of sustainable

disaster that is taking them far away from

development in the valley. In the Valley of Kashmir,

sustainable development. This paper will provide a

Hartals, have been advertised as a form of

perspective on how Hartals (shutdowns) cause an

alternate course has been developed by
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After the death of Burhan Wani, in 2016, the Valley
witnessed Hartals imposed by Separatists for
months. Violent clashes between terrorists, stonepelters and security forces caused a lot of
bloodsheds, including injuries and death of
civilians, burning of government property, burning
of schools and private property, and huge
economic losses to businesses.

immense degradation in the social and political life

The Idea of Hartal; Reason for Chaos

of the people of Jammu & Kashmir and how it has

A lot of narrations have been sketched out on the

led to the downfall of the economy of the State.

issue of Jammu & Kashmir, the conflict and on-

Hartals in J&K; A Brief History

going violence in the Valley, but very little has been

Hartals in the Kashmir Valley date back in the past,
since then it has been a historical glitch. The first
organized protest was organized by the shawl
weavers in 1865 followed by the Silk Factory labour

written on the impact it has on the social, political
and economic lives of common people and the
difficulties they face in coping with this constant
and never-ending vicious circle of terrorism, eventbased Separatism and economic malaise.

unrest in 1924. In the recent past, during the late

Over the years, Hartals have created a severe dent

eighties and the beginning of the nineties, because

in the development of Kashmiri society. Separatists

of the nefarious involvement of the Pak Military and

in the Kashmir Valley are wilfully oblivious to the

Political establishment, hartals were introduced to

impact of these shutdowns and these Hartals

cause infringement on nearly daily basis. The

eventually lead to closure of businesses. Over a

culture of Hartals saw no halt even during the

period of time, Kashmiris have punished none but

Governors rule from 1990-1996. The situation

themselves by following this utterly flawed concept

seemed to have improved in 1996, which was again

of Hartal and boycotting their economic activities. It

followed by a period of relative peace from 2002 to

may be understood that the valley is a consumer

2008. But ever since 2008 the prolonged cycles of

state and the bandhs and hartals will only further

Hartals, again dominated the lives of the people of

impede the consumer activities thereby impeding

Jammu and Kashmir; 2008, 2009, and 2010 was a

the economic growth of the state.

consecutive period of three years in which the
Kashmir Valley experienced prolonged Hartals over
different issues.

Impact of Hartals on Social Life
Medicine Sans Frontiers (MSFs) first
comprehensive mental health survey report
suggests that out of every five adults living in the
Valley of Kashmir, one suffers from Post-Traumatic
Stress Disorder (PTSD). It further states that nearly
1.8 million adults equalling 45% of the adult
population suffers from conflict-related traumas.
The most reported problems of the daily life faced
by the adults living in the Valley are financial issues,
poor health and unemployment

SEPTEMBER 2021 | PAGE 05

KASHMIR RIGHTS FORUM | MONTHLY THEME

One of the major reasons for this PTSD is the

Chamber of Commerce and Industrys (KCCI)

regular stretch of Hartals under which a common

figures suggest that the State loses around Rs.130

man is made to suffer by paralyzing his economic

Crore worth of business during each day of Hartal .

and social growth. Hartals have not only taken a

In the year 2016, the State suffered losses to the

clang on the mental health of the people but have

tune of over Rs.16,000 Crore. The mental trauma

also led them into a spiral of emotional instability.

that follows due to financial losses daily has caused

As a result of this, loss in the rational thinking

a great deal of distress among the people of the

process of the youth, many youngsters are prone to

State, where education, tourism, and medical

exploitation by violent elements under the pretext of

services frequently get disrupted. Chronic patients

religion, to lure them into terrorism. Disillusion

end up getting in worse conditions and some

along with the lack of exposure has at times proven

cases, resulting in loss of lives, due to the

to be the womb of radicalization and while being in

immobilization of resources and lack of proper

this state of mind, the Kashmiri youth have

medical care.

continuously been exploited by various forces for
political interests.

Impact on Labourers

Recently, Separatists in the Valley had been issuing

Jammu and Kashmir witnesses thousands of

months-long Hartal Calendars; over 28 years,

migrant labourers from neighbouring states of

Separatists in the Valley of Kashmir have imposed

Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, Chattisgarh

Hartals for more than 1900 days. Kashmir

and also from West Bengal, Odisha, etc. These
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labourers look for work and settle down in places
where they can earn enough money to take care of
their families back home. In J&K, they can be
found working in the apple orchards, construction
work and numerous other unorganised sectors.
In a horrific incident, five labourers were shot dead
at point blank range in Kulgam on 29th October. It
was later found out that these labourers were
packing for a trip back home when the terrorists
mercilessly shot them. It is terrifying to imagine that
these people were just a few hours away from

in the State and has caused irreversible loss to

travelling to their homes and meeting their loved

students.

ones, when radicalised terrorists decided to take it
all away in an instant.

An Economic Survey done by the J&K Government
in 2017, has stated that the main contributors of

The walls of shops where the killings took place

literacy rate in the valley is the fear of sending

stood as proof as they were riddled with bullet

children to school. The report further states that,

holes. The streets were eerily silent as the villagers

due to the closure of schools, the academic

mourned the deaths of these innocents. The blood

sessions got badly hit to the extent that it caused

of the victims had mixed with water leaking from a

irreversible loss of study and tuition to the students.

broken tap outside the meat shop and formed a red

The exams conducted by the JK Board of

stream down the road. The labourers who were not

Secondary Education (JKBOSE) for 10th and 12th

present with the five of them survived and they

standard covered only half, i.e. 50 per cent of the

included Abu Bakr and Sadar Sarkar. We were

total syllabus.

supposed to leave today, said an inconsolable Abu
Bakr. We are alive, how will we explain to our
families that the rest arent

. and that we survived

and they didnt, added Sadar.

Following the death of Hizbul Mujahideen
Commander, Burhan Wani, approximately 31
school buildings were gutted by inimical elements
on the behest of Separatists. Out of these, 17 were

A jolting event of this magnitude is enough to put

fully burned down while 14 were partially

fears in the minds of the local population and the

eviscerated. Around 15 school buildings were saved

labourers who think of moving to J&K for work.

from the same torment by courageous employees

This heinous crime not only impacts the emotional

of the education department and local

level of these labourers but also the economic

communities.

stability as workers are discouraged from migrating
due to the regular terrorist activities that go on in
the UT.

Halt in Education

Because of Hartals, education system is impacted,
resulting in poor quality education and so-called
'half-graduates'. In the year 2016, schooling was
conducted for a brief period of four months only.
The 10th and 12th class exams

One of the biggest sufferers from

conducted immediately in

these regular shutdowns in the State

November covered only 40% of

of Jammu & Kashmir is education.

the curriculum in schools,

Over the last 28 years, the

whereas the students in class

education sector has been badly hit

1st to class 9th were given
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mass promotions. From the above it is evident that

Due to the prevailing shutdowns, upgrading of

with hartals and closure of schools while the

already available facilities and the supply of

children are being promoted, however the intended

equipment used in education also tends to get

curriculum for the session is not being covered

delayed; Expenditure for the development of the

which impacts the academic understanding of the

education sector during the first two quarters of

children for the session is not covered which

2016, marred by continuous Hartals, was said to be

impacts the academic understanding of children.

approximate of Rs. 26,7 Crore, while the

Moreover, the implementation of technical
education programs also suffered obvious damage

expenditure in the first two quarters of 2017
amounted to Rs. 48,4Crore.

due to Hartals. Students were not able to complete

Prolonged periods of Hartals and exposure to

their academic and practical work within the

violence has reduced both the quality and quantity

prescribed period as these technical courses

of the education attained by children in the State of

require no interruption in the process of learning to

Jammu & Kashmir. This also explains the

guarantee the easy transmission of skill. However,

disturbance in the rational thinking process of the

this skill-imparting process as well as the

youth and mushrooming of non-secular

development of the imparted skills has become

educational establishments, like Madrassas. This

prime victims of these regular Hartals in the Valley.

scenario makes the youth prone to exploitation by

The Economic Survey of the States Government

religious extremist groups, resulting in glorification,

further states this, 

and even joining, terrorist groups due to the lack of

.This may consequently affect

the formation of the generations next workforce.

educational and societal awareness.
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grievances are genuine, sooner or later we will have
to devise a protest strategy that doesn't directly

Hartals are employed as a tool to pressurize the
government to maintain the demands of the
separatists, either releasing of other separatists
partners or, gaining the conflict economy by
pleasing their masters sitting across the borders.
Hartals are now identified as separatist-led protest
tool that it would take time for a mainstream party
to change this perception and appropriate it for its
use.

affect the livelihood of people. Issuing of calendars
to sensitise the people have shown an adverse
effect, everything remains shut including offices,
schools and traffic movement is halted. The
businesses are jerked heavily which increases the
burden of business community and hence, debt
increases and small scale industrial units get
destroyed. People have no option available than
taking loans but when call for strike is given, it

Nevertheless, hartals in one way or the other reflect

leaves an adverse effect on businesses. Education

the drift of the dominant narrative in Kashmir. May

lags behind compared to other states our children

be not in terms of the specific issues as perhaps the

fail to compete with candidates outside state, as

release of separatist leaders but in regard to the

quality of education gets affected.

general tenor of how people think and feel in Valley.
And while we acknowledge this, shutdowns leave a
negative impact and even lose efficacy when
resorted to too often and in support of the
demands that are unlikely to be met in a given
time-frame. While this doesn't mean that hartals
shouldn't be resorted to especially when the

The peace in the State of Jammu & Kashmir is
highly fragile due to Pakistan's sponsored proxy war
and Hartals being the new norm in the State. These
have not only disrupted the social and educational
life of the people but have also disturbed the
economy of the State. Also regular cycles of unrest
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have hit the economy hard and these prolonged

state receives 10% of all Central Government grants

periods of shutdowns have made the States

given to States, despite having only one per cent of

economic policy fall under the phenomena of the

Indias population. In contrast, Uttar Pradesh

uncertainty effect.

makes up about 13% of the countrys population

Every other day a Hartal is imposed in the State
which has taken a toll on the economic stability of
the people of Jammu & Kashmir. From the arrest
of a terrorist or a law and order ordinance issued by
the Government, each event is responded to and
backed up by a series of Hartals for days or months
at a stretch.
A recent survey conducted by Media agencies
suggested that the Economy of Jammu & Kashmir
has suffered a loss of ?60,000 Crore (USD 9,2
Billion) and has lost approximate 3 years of work
and development. The State has been considered a
fragile place for business and almost no companies
take interest to invest their time and money in the
State, resulting in a high degree of unemployment
in the State. Hartals have not only acted as a barrier
in the development scenario in the State but also as
a barricade to private investments. The media
report further states. In addition, according to the
World Bank, Jammu & Kashmir is considered the
worst state in India to do business.

Cost of Hartals
The net area of Jammu and Kashmir is 101,387 sq
km. Census 2011 reported a population
of 1.25 Crore (12,5 Million). Around
20% of its total geographical area falls
under forest cover and its density is 124
people per sq km.
Jammu & Kashmirs weakest
contributor is agriculture. More than
60% of employment is based on this
Primary Sector. The imbalance shows
in the disparity ratio between average
incomes of agriculturists and nonagriculturists, which in essence means
that 60% of people of Jammu &
Kashmir are becoming poorer. The

but received only 8.2% of Central grants in 200016. Central grants accounted for 54% of Jammu &
Kashmirs total revenue and 44% of its expenditure
in Financial Year 2016.

Tourism
Tourism which was thought to be the backbone of
Jammu and Kashmir has been drastically affected
by the evolution of the armed conflict and the
associated hartals. The state which was the favored
destination of the tourists till 90"s has been
deserted by the tourists for a very long time.
Terrorism often causes cancellations and
withdrawal of travel plans to destinations that
witness terrorist incidents and hartals. The negative
news by most of the international and national
news channels makes it unthinkable to the people
around the world to visit Jammu and Kashmir,
because the way they present the news makes
Jammu and Kashmir a terrorist paradise. All the
hotspots of Tourism in valley like Gulmarg,
Pahalgam, Sonamarg, Dal Lake and Mughal
gardens, which used to witness thousands of
tourists, all of a sudden turned into not less than
any ghost places. The previous two years, before
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the turmoil started in 1989 had respectively

last 9 years, this sector has seen a considerable

recorded an overwhelming number of 721,650 and

decline. In the year 2016, the number of tourists

722,031 tourists (Directorate of Tourism J&K Govt.

who visited the Kashmir Valley stood at 623,923

1988). This number came down to 557,980 in

including 220,490 Amarnath Yatris. The Economic

1989; and in the year 1990, it substantially came

Survey tabled in the Legislative Assembly reported

down to a dismal figure of 10,720 and that it

that during 2016, only 403,443 tourists, including

continued to remain below 10,000 till the year

foreign as well as domestic, tourists visited the

1996. Hundreds of hotel owners, about 1500 boat

Kashmir Valley. The unrest in 2016 caused a dip in

owners and thousands of tradesmen at the

tourist arrivals by over 55% and registered closure

Kashmiris tourist destination were left twiddling

of all tourist activities due to prolonged Hartals

their thumbs as the tourism business freaked off.

resulting in loss of business to hoteliers, restaurant

Such had been the impact of turmoil that a number

owners, houseboats owners, handicrafts industry

of western countries issued travel advisories for

and transporters.

their citizens and advised them not to visit Kashmir.
The owners of hotels who in earlier times earned
and spent a substantial portion of their earnings on
the development of infrastructure of the hotels
around the health resorts, henceforth lost that
alacrity thus paved way for deteriorating conditions
of their hotels. In view of less earnings, the owners
only spent for their day to day meals rather than for
developmental purposes. Tourism in Jammu &
Kashmir provides livelihood to a large number of
local populace. The tourism season in the Valley
starts from April and lasts up to
September/October each year. During a period of

The year 1987, pre-terrorism period was the last
big revenue generating season for Jammu &
Kashmir tourism, and accounted for approximately
10% of the States income, while the following 23
years contributed virtually nothing. The
international tourists constituted a significant
percentage of the tourists visiting Kashmir, who
spent large sums on handicraft products, and
invested in adventure sports like trekking, skiing
and rafting. However, there have been series of
headline grabbing incidences, especially the one in
1995, when some foreign tourist trekkers were
kidnapped by terrorists, among whom one was be-
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headed, one escaped and other four untraced, who

halt in mobility and non-earnings of these

were later declared as dead, which proved to be a

transporters during the Hartals resulted in the non-

major blow for Foreign Tourist Arrivals (FTAs). As a

payment of loans to banks. Mechanical workshops,

consequence of this specific incident negative travel

petrol pumps and service stations also got affected

advisories to visit Kashmir were issued by foreign

due to the halt in public transportation. The

nations, adversely affecting the tourist revenue

Jammu & Kashmir State Road Transport

generated by foreign visitors. Tourism further gets

Corporation (JKSRTC) lost at least Rs. 5,25 Crore

compounded with the regular Bandhs and Hartals

of revenue in the year 2016 alone. Around 182

in the state.

vehicles of the Corporation were damaged by

Industry

stone-pelting which included tracks.

The prolonged cycles of unrest and bandhs caused

Labour and Employment

a major standstill to the industrial sector in the

The Hartals also lead to the forced closure of shops

State and caused a major loss to production. The

and many other commercial establishments. In

estimated loss suffered by the industry sector due

case shopkeepers defy Hartals, they face death,

to Hartals in the year 2016-17 is of the order of

threats and are eventually forced to close of their

Rs.13,291 Crore, comprising Rs. 6,548 Crore of the

establishments. In such a scenario, employees of

private sector and Rs. 6,713 Crore of the

these shops remain deprived of their wages. An

Government sector.

estimated loss of Rs.168 Crore on account of

Transport Sector
Each time a Hartal Calendar is issued, the transport
sector is badly hit. It is estimated that in Jammu &
Kashmir, there are 4,500 passenger buses, 3,853
taxis, 24,223 trucks, 186,477 private cars and
210,236 two-wheelers. The impact of stone-pelting
falls upon all these types of vehicles causing a great
deal of damage to the owners. A sizeable number
of vehicles are damaged due to stone-pelting by
the youth during Hartals, in bids to impose
shutdowns on those who do not heed to the
prolonged Hartal calls. Halt in transport means a

wages to the employees, worked out as per
minimum wage schedule, was incurred in the year
2016 alone by these employees. R. 276 Crore loss
was incurred by self-employed wage earners
working in construction sector. Apart from these
sectors, other sectors in which heavy losses were
incurred include Health sector, Sheep and Animal
Husbandry, Banking, Forest and Housing and
Urban Development Sector, which altogether make
up for an estimated loss of over Rs.16,000 Crore in
the year 2016.

Growth in Unemployment due to
Continued Violence
No policy of the government can work if there is
continued violence in the region. Normalcy is
needed in all sorts for effective implementation of
the policy- creating employment opportunities, and
for the growth of business. When the massive
tourist industry of Kashmir got setback in 1989, it
directly led to increasing unemployment. As our
State being essentially a non-industrial economy
and deficient in natural resources and thus lean
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problem taking rise in the valley,
cause is continuation in Hartals and
unabated violence designed by
separatist and terrorist nexus, who
are the political faces of the
terrorism in valley.

Cross Line-of-Control Trade
The governments of India and
Pakistan opened the Line of Control
(LoC) for limited trade as a measure
aimed at building confidence
heavily on tourism industry. Nearly 1094
houseboats in Dal Lake, Nigeen Lake and river
Jhelum and all those dependent on tourism were
rendered almost idle. The fate of 2000
Shikarawallas in these and other lakes was no
better. Hotels and guest houses which used to do
rosy business now were without tourists and the
business of this sector reached the lowest ebb to
the extent of bankruptcy .This also led to
unemployment and the unemployed youth to a
great extent were forced to absorb to gun culture
for a number of reasons apart from the call of jihad
by the protagonists of the movement. Young people
often took to the streets, block roads and throw
stones at police and paramilitary personnel,
causing chaos and unrest in the valley. They did it
to give vent to their frustration against the
government. In other words, agitation had become
a tool for them to show their anger
against the government. But the root
cause lies in the perpetuation of
violence by separatists and their
masters. The unemployed youth is a big
problem for the Kashmirs peace. All
avenues of engagement of youth are
blocked by the violence that had grown
over the period of 2014-2017. The
closure of schools, markets and other
sources of income are adding to growth
of unemployment in the valley. The
cases of suicide by the youth is another

between the different sides in J&K.
On 21 October 2008, the first truck drivers and
traders met on the Chakothi-Uri Bridge in Kashmir.
After six decades of violent conflict and the absence
of any connection between the two sides, this
marked a fundamental step for trust-building and
peace building in the region. Due to its broad
appeal, cross-LoC trade has sustained, even during
periods of heightened political tension and unrest
in the region. Thirteen years later, cross-LoC trade
remains a barter trade limited to specific goods.
The registration process is lengthy, and the
numerous checks for the truck drivers make it a
cumbersome process. Cross-border trade offers
livelihood and business opportunities while also
increasing cultural exchanges and connections of
divided families. The villages where cross-LoC trade
takes place have seen reduced violence, renewed
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economic activity, and lives transformed. When
trade along the Poonch-Rawalakot crossing was
stopped in July 2017, local lobbying efforts were
able to push and advocate for its reopening four
months later. Without the intangible benefits behind
it and the symbolism it holds for local
communities, it most likely would not have
prevailed. The cross-LoC trade has also fetched
perceptible financial paybacks to the traders and
other associated stakeholders.

Passing Thoughts

been lost over the past three decades and the State

Human resource which is one of the biggest assets

is in danger of losing its younger generation,

of any society, has suffered enormously. Terrorism

majority of which is in the grip of drug hurricane,

has been the main reason for the displacement of

weakening the morale, physique and character of

several non-Muslim communities like the Kashmiri

the youth. The women have become increasingly

Pandits (Hindus), Sikhs, Buddhists and other

suicidal resorting to temporary means of comfort

minorities. Many Kashmiri Muslims have also

like sleeping pills, inhalations and injections. There

started migrating to mainland India and other parts

is an urgent need to understand that mental

of the world for better job prospects and peaceful

disorders are not medical conditions but deep-

environment, depriving the State of its human

rooted social issues. Apart from disrupting

resource. With killings, rapes, and other forms of

ecological balance, education, employability,

crime becoming the order of the day in the

economy, people, culture and heritage, health and

Kashmir Valley, psychiatric disorders have seen a

hygiene, terrorism has also led to disruption of law

sharp rise post 1989. Several human lives have

and order from the Kashmir Valley providing a
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paralyzed education system, burnt school buildings,
broken down places of worship and mind boggling
looting in the system, and it seems to have become
a socially accepted evil.
There is a need to build effective and
accountable institutions at all levels, where people
take ownership and are answerable to the system
and promote a sense of belonging. Terrorism has
created a terrorized society losing its very existence
due to the ongoing pretexts of independence,

A study by
Transparency International, a non-government
world body in 2005, declared Jammu & Kashmir
as the most corrupt State after Bihar (India). In

fertile ground for corrupt practices.

merger with Pakistan and establishment of violence
under the false notion of Islamic Caliphate. Human
beings have always tried to battle with nature,
ignoring the essential fact that nature can put
back an equally tough fight. The people of the

the State of Jammu & Kashmir in general and the

State need to realize that a healthy, productive

Kashmir Valley in particular, gun is not simply used

natural ecosystem is essential for economic

to address the threat of crime, but to negotiate

sustainability, which in essence translates into

positions. The gun in Kashmir today has become

freedom.

bigger than the law enforcing bodies and the law
itself. The person carrying it has the power to buy
loyalties, to threaten government officials and have
them grant the permission to convert water stream
into an agrarian piece of land or to buy examination
question papers. Timber smugglers stripping the
forests and yet maneuvering around without any
fear, shrinking of water streams, fake schools and
teachers, unabated encroachment of land, illegal
hotel constructions, and several other acts of crime
are an outcome of terrorism and subsequent
lawlessness in the Kashmir Valley. Prior to the
advent of terrorism, a separate budget was
allocated towards the infrastructural development
of the tourist resorts, which is no more a priority for
the authorities responsible
as the funds are currently
being directed towards
counter-terrorism activities.
Cross border terrorism has
bred financial and political
corruption which can be

Conclusion
The State of Jammu & Kashmir continues to face
disruption because of Terrorism, growing
radicalization and Hartals. Cross-border terrorism
has been rampant in the Kashmir Valley since
1989, leading to a massive socio-economic
downswing. Human resources, which are one of
the biggest assets of any society, have also suffered
enormously. Terrorism has been the main reason
for the displacement of several non-Muslim
communities like Kashmiri Pandits, Sikhs,
Buddhists and other minorities and because of a
growing radicalized society, many Kashmiri Muslims
have also started migrating to
other states of India and
other parts of the world for
better job prospects and
peaceful environment,
depriving the State of its
valuable human resource.

witnessed in the form

The violence has affected all

declining economy,

important sources of
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livelihood of the local populace such as agriculture,

unnecessary strain and are not observed voluntarily

horticulture, tourism and handicraft industry, with

by the common people. In such a situation, it is for

many traders having to shift their trading centers

the people of Jammu & Kashmir to exercise their

from the Valley of Kashmir to other parts of the

right of expression, which by definition also

country and others forced to look for alternative

constitutes the right, not to observe Hartals,

sources of income to survive the economic crisis.

without fear of ones life, property or threats of

Stone-pelting, threats, damage to public property
and coercion are used to compel people to adhere
to these Hartals. This has had grave consequences
for the economic, social and psychological wellbeing of the State and its people.

social isolation. Economic development is an
important stimulus to peace and there is no reason,
why basic fundamental human rights like
education, healthcare, employment and the pursuit
of happiness should be kept hostage to any
political- or violent radical ideology in the State of

These Hartals have put the lives of people under

Jammu & Kashmir.
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